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PUBLIC MEETING 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Proposed  

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer for Tribal Village and Casino  
City of South Bend, Indiana 

 
April 14, 2015 

 Begins at 6:00 pm 

 
Century Center South Bend 
Room-Discovery Hall North 

120 S. St. Joseph Street 
South Bend, Indiana 46601 

 
Parking at the Century Center is available in the flat surface 
lot that is adjacent to the building.  Additional parking is 
available throughout the downtown area with flat surface 
lots, parking garages, and street parking. 
 
Building and meeting room are ADA compliant. 
 
This meeting will be held to receive public comments 
related to the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) 
released by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for the proposed 
Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer 
for Tribal Village and Casino, City of South Bend, Indiana. 
 
Comments are sought on information that needs to be 
clarified or included in the DEIS. Comments received on the 
DEIS will be used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs to prepare 
a final environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the 
project. 
 
The environmental impact statement is for the development of housing, community facilities, and government 
office space on the South Bend parcel as a mixed-use “tribal village” to facilitate the re-establishment of a distinct 
Pokagon community within Northern Indiana.  In addition to the residential and governmental structures proposed 
in the tribal village, the Band would also develop a Gaming Facility to help meet critical needs of the Pokagon Band 
in Indiana.   
 
The point of contact for comments or questions is Scott Doig, Regional Environmental Protection Specialist, 
Midwest Regional Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500, Bloomington, MN 
55437; telephone (612) 725-4514.  Event information can be viewed at http://centurycenter.org/events. 

 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 
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Recipients of DEIS and Public Meeting Invitation  
 
Entity Division/Region Contact 
Federal Agencies 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Northern Indiana Ecological Services Sub 
Office Elizabeth McCloskey 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Midwest Regional Office-Ecological 
Services Lyn Lewis 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Bloomington Ecological Services Field 
Office Scott Pruitt 

U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency Indiana Environmental Office Darrel Harmon 

U.S Environmental Protection 
Agency 

Region 5 – Office of Enforcement and 
Compliance Kenneth Westlake 

U.S. National Park Service  Jonathan Jarvis 
U.S. National Park Service Midwest Region Patty Trap 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Michiana Branch Office  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Detroit District Kerrie Kuhne 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency Region 5  

Natural Resources Conservation 
Service South Bend Service Center Debbie Knepp 

U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Aviation Administration Great Lakes Region Barry Cooper 

U.S Department of Transportation  
Federal Highway Administration Indiana Division Rick Marquis 

National Indian Gaming 
Commission  Brad Mehaffy 

National Indian Gaming 
Commission St. Paul Regional Office Linda Durbin 

U.S. Geological Survey Indiana Water Science Center  
Bureau of Indian Affairs Washington D.C.  
Bureau of Indian Affairs Eastern Region Franklin Keel 
Bureau of Indian Affairs  Richard Berg 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Pacific Region Dan Hall 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Midwest Region Scott Doig 

Bureau of Indian Affairs Office of Indian Gaming and Solicitor’s 
Office Paula Hart 

State Agencies 
Indiana Historical Bureau  Pam Bennett 
Indiana Historical Society   
Indiana Department of 
Environmental Management Northern Regional Office Michael Aylesworth 

Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources 
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Entity Division/Region Contact 
Indiana Department of 
Transportation La Porte District Bob Alderman 

Indiana Office of Community and 
Rural Affairs North Central District Steven Ray 

Indiana State Police District 24 Bremen Lt. Chad D. Larsh 
Indiana State Department of 
Health  Chief of Staff Jim Huston 

Indian State Department of Health  Dr. William C. VanNess II 

Indiana Civil Rights Commission Indiana Native American Indian Affairs 
Commission  

Indiana Gaming Commission  Sara Gonso Tait 

Indiana Gaming Commission  Michelle Baldwin, Deputy 
General Counsel 

Indiana Governor’s Office  Governor Mike Pence 
Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission   

Indiana Department of Education  Glenda Ritz 
Indiana Statewide Association of 
Rural Electric   Rick Coons 

Indiana Sheriff’s Association  St. Joseph County Sheriff Michael D. 
Grezegorek 

Indiana Chamber of Commerce  Kevin Brinegar 
Indiana Department of 
Administration  Jessica Robertson 

Indiana Department of Labor Indiana Occupation Safety and Health 
Administration  

State of Indiana House of 
Representatives   

State of Indiana Senate   
Local Agencies   
City of South Bend City Council  
City of South Bend Public Works  
City of South Bend Office of the Mayor Pete Buttigieg 
City of South Bend Parks & Recreation  
City of South Bend Building Department  
City of South Bend Environmental Services  
St. Joseph County County Council  
Solid Waste Management District 
of St. Joseph County  Randy Przybysz 

St. Joseph County Chamber of 
Commerce   

St. Joseph County Board of 
Commissioners   

St. Joseph County Public Library    
Elkhart Public Library   
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Entity Division/Region Contact 
Tribes 
Ho Chunk Nation  President Jon Greendeer 
Match-E-Be-Nash-She-Wish Band 
of the Pottawatomi Gun Lake Tribe Chairman David Sprague 

Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe  Chief Steve Pego 
Nottawaseppi Huron Band of the 
Potawatomi  Chairman Homer A. 

Mandoka 
Little River Band of the Ottawa 
Indians  Director of Public Affairs 

Glenn Zaring 
Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi 
Indians  Mike Phelan 

Interested Parties 
Drummond Woodsum  Rob Gips 
Flaherty & Collins Properties   
Prairie Apartments   
Herb Nelson   
Dave and Molly Pink   
Blackie and Joan Motts   
Larry Scheibelhut   
Michael Mecham   
Cecil Brummeitl   
Rhonda Richards   
Nick Molnac   
Jon Baney   
Patrick Tamm   
MaryAnne Kepschull   
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Csaszra Jr.   
Ellen Stanley   
Mike Wallace   
Gene Wilkeson   
John Gruber   
Rndy Borror   
Merv Kusnierek   
Dawn Holland   
Todd Kepschell   
Jeff Cohn   
Greg Pink   
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Federal Agency Comments

Date Originator Summary of Comments Response

24 Mar 15
Bureau of Indian Affairs:
Tim Guyah

1. He requested that cultural resources consultation documents be
included in the FEIS.

Documentation of cultural
resources consultation has been
added to Appendix E.

15 Apr 15 EPA: Kenneth A Westlake

1. The EPA strongly suggests installing permeable paving, if applicable, on
the 500 car parking lot.
2. The EPA has no further comments and designates the project LO status,
Lack of Objections.
3. They look to the FEIS and ROD to commit to incorporating into project
design and construction all mitigation measures mentioned in the EIS.

Project mitigation commitments
from Section 5 of the FEIS and ROD
will be adhered to as discussed and
as regulated throughout the
permitting process.

16 Apr 15
USFWS: Elizabeth
McCloskey for Scott
Pruitt

1. They believe the document adequately addresses the likely impacts of
the preferred alternative.
2. Therefore, they have no comments on the DEIS.

Comment noted.

27 Apr 15
U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers: Kerrie Kuhn

1. All sections of the DEIS that discuss federally threatened and
endangered species should be updated to include the Northern Long
eared bat which will be protected as a threatened species as of May 4,
2015. The South Bend Site's forested areas could be potential summer
roosting habitat.
2. Wetland boundaries and classifications have changed based off of the
Sept Oct survey by the USACE and should be updated in the FEIS.
3. Following the Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination by the Corps on
April 14, 2015, all wetlands and waters on the South Bend site will be
treated as jurisdictional waters of the United States. Discussions of
'unregulated wetlands' in the document should be corrected.
4. Replace the phrase "the USACE regulations" with the phrase "Section
404 of the Clean Water Act." This will correct section 4.5.2 into agreement
with Section 4.5.1.4.
5. Section 4.5.3.4 has three different values for forested and emergent
wetlands and should be made consistent.

Follow up consultation with USFWS
resulted in receipt of a response on
February 19, 2016 indicating their
concurrence with the
determination that the proposed
project is not likely to adversely
affect the Northern long eared bat
(see Appendix D). Other comments
have been acknowledged and
addressed in the FEIS.
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QPS Engineering, LLC 
4500 S. Garnett Rd., Suite 700 
Tulsa, OK 74146 
PH: 918-858-7620 www.qpsepc.com 

Phone Memo 

CALL TO/FROM WHOM:       PHONE NO:
Scott Doig                        612-719-5337 

COMPANY: 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

QPSE CONTACT:       PHONE NO: 
Kirsten Williams 814-221-9094    
   
DATE:
March 24, 2015 

RE:
Comments received from BIA Archaeologist  

SIGNATURE: 

Kirsten Williams received an email from Tim Guyah at the BIA requesting that numerous cultural 
documents be included in the Pokagon DEIS. As we were under the impression that all cultural 
documents were to be removed from the DEIS prior to publication, I followed up with Scott Doig for 
clarification. Scott indicated that we are able to include cultural correspondence letters (i.e., concurrence 
letters and communication between the BIA and THPO) but that the actual cultural reports are not for 
public disclosure and should be omitted from the document. I asked if we should upload the cultural 
correspondence documents to the website and Scott indicated that the request from Tim Guyah can be 
categorized as a comment to the DEIS—we can therefore address the comment by including the 
documents in the FEIS.  
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Guyah, Timothy <timothy.guyah@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 2:02 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Cc: Scott Doig
Subject: Consultation letters to be included in the Pokagon Band EIS
Attachments: Apr 12, 2013 BIA consulation letter to SHPO and THPO Pokagon Section 106 

Letters.pdf; May 10, 2013 SHPO Concurs with BIA findings.pdf; May 15, 2015 BIA 
Consultation Letters to NACD listed Tribes.pdf; July  2, 2013 - BIA to THPO 
Consultation Letter - Pokagon St. Joseph and Elkhart - Arch Report Removed.pdf; July 
9, 2013 Pokagon THPO concurrence.pdf; November 4, 2013 BIA to Pokagon THPO 
Consultation Letter - Pokagon St. Joseph and Elkhardt.pdf; November 12, 2013 - THPO 
Consultation letter to BIA.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Please included the attached consultation letters in the Pokagon EIS.

Respectfully,  

--
Timothy J. Guyah, M.A. 
Archaeologist 
Midwest Regional Office - Bureau of Indian Affairs 
5600 W. American Blvd. Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
Telephone: 612-725-4512 
Cell phone: 612-219-7018 
Fax: 612-713-4401 

"Emancipate yourselves from mental slavery, none but ourselves can free our minds"

Robert Nesta Marley (Bob Marley) 

L-014



L-015



L-016



L-017



L-018



L-019



L-020



L-021



L-022



L-023



L-024



L-025



L-026



L-027



L-028



L-029



L-030



L-031



L-032



L-033



L-034



L-035



L-036



L-037



L-038



L-039



L-040



L-041



L-042



L-043



1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, May 01, 2015 1:18 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: [EXTERNAL] RE: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal project (UNCLASSIFIED)
Attachments: USACE Comments on DEIS.pdf

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kuhne, Kerrie E LRE <Kerrie.E.Kuhne@usace.army.mil>
Date: Tue, Apr 28, 2015 at 7:20 AM 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal project (UNCLASSIFIED) 
To: Scott Doig <scott.doig@bia.gov>

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

Good morning, Scott-- 

Our comment letter is attached.  Thanks! 

Kerrie Kuhne 
Regulatory Project Manager 
Michiana Branch 
Regulatory Office 
US Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District 
(313) 226-5381 
kerrie.e.kuhne@usace.army.mil

Please visit our Detroit District Regulatory website at 
http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

We would appreciate your feedback.  Our National Customer Service Survey is located at 
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=136:4:0
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Scott Doig [mailto:scott.doig@bia.gov]
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 12:28 PM 
To: Kuhne, Kerrie E LRE 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal project (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Kerrie, 

Thanks for the notification.  Tomorrow will be just fine. 

Thanks,

Scott Doig2 

From: Kuhne, Kerrie E LRE [mailto:Kerrie.E.Kuhne@usace.army.mil]
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 11:14 AM 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov
Subject: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal project (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

Good afternoon— 

I am writing to let you know that our agency comments on the Pokagon DEIS will not be completed today.  I 
am working on them right now, but I will not have them completed in time to be reviewed, signed by our office 
chief, and sent to you today.   We will get them to you (via e-mail) by COB tomorrow.   I apologize for not 
being able to make today’s deadline.  Thanks-- 

Kerrie Kuhne 

Regulatory Project Manager 

Michiana Branch 

Regulatory Office 

US Army Corps of Engineers, Detroit District 

(313) 226-5381 
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kerrie.e.kuhne@usace.army.mil

Please visit our Detroit District Regulatory website at 

http://www.lre.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

We would appreciate your feedback.  Our National Customer Service Survey is located at 

http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=136:4:0

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Caveats: NONE 
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State Agency Comments

Date Originator Summary of Comments Response

13 Apr 15
Indiana Office of Community
and Rural Affairs Aletha
Dunston

1. She was inquiring as to whether feedback from their office was
needed.

BIA responded that if the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs
did not have comments on the document, then no further action was
needed. No additional comments were received from the Indiana Office
of Community and Rural Affairs.

15 Apr 15
IDNR Division of Fish and
Wildlife Christie Stanifer

1. If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project, the
recommendations contained in this letter may become requirements
of any permit issued. If we do not have permitting authority, all
recommendations are voluntary.
2. Formal approval by the Department of Natural Resources under
the regulatory programs administered by the Division of Water is not
required for this project.
3. Natural Heritage Program's data have been checked and no listed
plants or animals have been reported to occur in the project vicinity.
4. Avoid and minimize impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical
resources to the greatest extent possible, and compensate for
impacts.
5. It is recommended to utilize previously disturbed or degraded
areas and avoid large intact areas of native vegetation and habitat
such as woodlots, streams, and wetlands. The project area should
be sited so that negative impacts to fish, wildlife, and botanical
resources are reduced to the greatest extent possible.
6. It is recommended that a mitigation plan be developed if riparian
habitat impacts will occur.
7. Due to presence of wetlands on site, coordination with IDEM and
USACE is recommended and mitigation applied at the appropriate
ratio.
8. It is recommended that additional mitigation measures should be
implemented to avoid, minimize, or compensate for impacts to fish,
wildlife, and botanical resources.

Recommendations have been acknowledged and comments have been
noted. If it is determined that IDNR has permitting authority, further
coordination would occur.
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:16 AM
To: Dunston, Aletha; Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Re: Potawatomi EIS

Aletha,
If your office has no comments on the document no further action is needed at this time.  Thank you for your 
email. 

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

On Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 3:13 PM, Dunston, Aletha <ADunston@ocra.in.gov> wrote: 

Hello- 

I received a copy of an EIS for the South Bend project dated March 13, 2015 sent to the attention of former 
employee Steven Ray.  

Is this in relation to an OCRA project, or were you under the impression you needed feedback from our office? 
I do not believe you do.

Let me know what you would like me to do moving forward.  

Thank you, 

-Aletha Dunston 

Aletha Dunston, AICP | North Central Indiana Community Liaison 

Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs 

One North Capitol, Suite 600
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Indianapolis, IN  46204 

317.460.4234  | ocra.IN.gov

adunston@ocra.in.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 7:54 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Response letter for ER-18205, St. Joseph Co.
Attachments: ER18205.pdf

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Hippensteel, Beth <BHippensteel@dnr.in.gov>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 11:56 AM 
Subject: Response letter for ER-18205, St. Joseph Co. 
To: "Scott.doig@bia.gov" <Scott.doig@bia.gov>

Dear Mr. Doig: 

Please find attached our response letter for ER-18205, St. Joseph Co. 

In an effort to promote a more efficient and faster service, the Division of Fish and Wildlife’s Environmental 
Unit will be utilizing electronic mail service whenever possible to send out and receive correspondence, rather 
than using US Postal Service mail.  On any future correspondence, please provide a valid email address for this 
purpose.

As a state agency that encourages wise use of our natural resources, using electronic mail will reduce the use of 
paper, envelopes, printer ink, landfill space, and more. 

If any response letter sent via e-mail is returned as undeliverable, we will mail the hard copy by US Postal 
Service. 
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Future submittals:

Please submit future environmental requests electronically to the following email address: 
environmentalreview@dnr.in.gov . If your submittal is by USPS mail and is more than 20 pages, we 
request two (2) entire copies (including cover letter) of your submittal to expedite the review and an e-
mail address for correspondence.  

Sincerely,

Christie Stanifer 

Environmental Coordinator 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Fish and Wildlife 

402 West Washington St, Room W273 

Indianapolis, IN 46204-2781 

(317) 232-8163 

Fax: (317) 232-8150
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Local Agency Comments

Date Originator Summary of Comments Response

13 Mar 15
St. Joseph County
Council Member:
Daniel Herbster

1. He opposes the casino anywhere in St. Joseph County.
2. He cites the negative effects such as increased crime, unfair
business competition, higher crime, increased gambling addictions,
and broken families, as reason for his opposition to the project.
3. He believes the gaming market is saturated in the region.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law
enforcement and crime. Please see Sections 3.11.5,
4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social
costs associated with gambling. Additionally, please see
Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis
used to determine the need/demand for a casino in this
region, and Section 4.11.3 regarding gaming
competition and the utilization of local vendors.

6 Apr 15
Daniel Herbster
Member: St. Joseph County
Council District F

1. He says the proposal should be rejected entirely and that there
are too many casinos already in the area.
2. He says casinos bring increased crime, gambling addiction,
broken homes, and strong competition to local bars and
restaurants.
3. He says he speaks for himself and many of his constituents.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law
enforcement and crime. Please see Sections 3.11.5,
4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social
costs associated with gambling. Additionally, please see
Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis
used to determine the need/demand for a casino in this
region, and Section 4.11.3 regarding gaming
competition and the utilization of local vendors.

16 Apr 15
St. Joseph County Chamber of
Commerce

1. They had a lengthy conversation with Pokagon representatives
who answered all questions promptly and completely.
2. They, as the lead economic development organization for St.
Joseph County, look forward to moving the project forward.

Comment noted.

22 Apr 15

Common Council and Mayor
for the City of South Bend via
Mike Phelan of Pokagon Band
of Potawatomi

Resolution No. 4435 15 Resoultion of the Common Council of the
City of South Bend, Indiana, pledging its interest in the
developments proposed by the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Indians and recognizing our strategic and vital partnership with
Indiana's only federally recognized tribe in the State. The resolution
recognizes the "considerable potential benefit to the City from the
proposed tribal village and related developments near Rum Ville"
(i.e., the Pokagon Band's South Bend Consolidation Site, including
housing units, healthcare service areas, tribal government facilities,
hotel, apartments, meeting and conference facilities, a gaming
facility, and parking garage."

Comment noted.
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22 Apr 15
St. Joseph County Board of
Commissioners: Andrew T.
Koestienlney

1. He firmly supports the Pokagon Band's quest to restore their land
in South Bend.
2. He notes that in 2003 they restored 1,100 acres of emergent
wetlands along the Kankakee River.
3. The Pokagon Band spends a large sum, over $8 million in 2014
spread across 500 state vendors. They also make large charitable
donations to many causes.
4. In November 2014, the Board of Commissioners adopted
Resolution R 12 C 2014 which approved a law enforcement cross
deputization agreement between the St. Joseph County Sheriff's
Department and the Pokagon Band.

Comment noted.

24 Apr 15

St. Joseph County Board of
Commissioners: Andrew T.
Kostielney, Dave Thomas,
Deborah A. Fleming

1. They note the historically peaceful and welcoming nature of the
Pokagon Indians that dates back to the arrival of the original
European explorers in the 1600's.
2. They believe this is a rightful restoration of the Pokagon Band's
lands and believe everyone would benefit from the project
(including jobs, revenue sharing, and philanthropy).
3. They purport that the operating approach by the Pokagon Band
is better than other privatized casinos because more of its control
and operation remains locally.
4. They have already authorized and established a law enforcement
cross deputization agreement between St. Joseph County and the
Band
5. They strongly welcome and encourage the BIA to join in their
support of the proposed Pokagon fee to trust transfer and tribal
village and casino.

Comment noted.
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 8:01 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: South Bend casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Daniel Herbster <danielherbster@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 7:37 AM 
Subject: South Bend casino 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Dear Mr. Doig, 

I write to oppose bringing a casino to South Bend, Indiana or anywhere in St. Joseph County, 
Indiana.  As an elected official in the area (member of the St. Joseph County Council), I oppose any 
casino in our county because I know of the negative effects of casinos on communities (unfair 
competition for businesses, higher crime, more gambling addictions, more broken families, and 
negative economic impacts generally).  Any economic benefits from a casino would be greatly 
outweighed by the negative effects. 

We already have far too many casinos in our region.  We do not need another one. 

Please do not allow a casino to come to our community. 

Sincerely,

Dan Herbster 
Member
St. Joseph County Council 
District F 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Comments from Tribes

Date Originator Summary of Comments Response

24 Apr 15
Little River Band of
Ottawa Indians

1. Rebuilding a tribal land base effectuates important federal policy.
2. Providing services to members is critical for tribal governments.
3. Economic Development Lessens Governmental Dependency
4. Tribes need revenues to fulfill governmental and member needs.
5. The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians reviewed the DEIS and agrees with
the conclusions and expresses its support for the proposed project.

Comment noted.
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 11:25 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: LAN01-#378987-v1-LRBOI cover ltr for Pokagon DEIS comments.DOCX
Attachments: ATT00001.txt; LAN01-#378987-v1-LRBOI cover ltr for Pokagon DEIS comments.DOCX

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Larry Romanelli <lromanelli@lrboi-nsn.gov>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 7:27 PM 
Subject: LAN01-#378987-v1-LRBOI cover ltr for Pokagon DEIS comments.DOCX 
To: Scott Doig <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Cc: Larry Romanelli <lromanelli@lrboi-nsn.gov>, Virgil Johnson <vjohnson@lrboi-nsn.gov>

Good day Mr. Doig, 

I am attaching a letter of support from  Little River Band of Ottawa Indians in Manistee for the Pokagon Band 
of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer for land in South Bend, St Joseph County, Indiana.  I have the 
signed copy which I've sent by regular mail to you and cc copy to Hon Chairman John Warren . 

Thank you, 
Larry B. Romanelli 
Tribal Ogema 
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Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
                2608 Government Center Drive
                     Manistee, MI 49660

(888) 723-8288

  April 24, 2015

Via Regular Mail and email to 
Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Mr. Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist
Midwest Regional Office
Bureau of Indian Affairs  
5600 W. American Blvd., Suite 500  
Bloomington, MN 55347 

Re:  DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal project 

Dear Mr. Doig: 

I am writing on behalf of the Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (“LRBOI”), to submit
the enclosed comments concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Proposed Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer for land in the City 
of South Bend, St, Joseph County, Indiana.   

If you have any questions about these comments, or if you wish further information from 
LRBOI, please contact me at (888) 723-8288.  Thank you for your attention to this 
matter.

Sincerely,

Larry Romanelli
Ogema
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

Enclosure 

cc w/ enc:  Hon. John Warren, Chairman 

LAN01\378987.1_x000b_ID\RLB - 106802\0002
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DEIS COMMENTS,

POKAGON TRIBAL PROJECT

APRIL 24, 2015

Attn: Larry Romanelli, Tribal Ogema
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
2608 Government Center Drive 
Manistee, MI  49660 
(888) 723-8288 
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The Little River Band of Ottawa Indians (“LRBOI”) has reviewed the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (“DEIS”) evaluating the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians 
(“Pokagon Band”) Proposed Fee-to-Trust Transfer for a Tribal Village and Casino in the City of
South Bend, St. Joseph County, Indiana.  For the reasons that follow, LRBOI agrees with the 
conclusions of the DEIS and expresses its support for the Pokagon Band’s proposed project. 

1. Rebuilding A Tribal Land Base Effectuates Important Federal Policy

The DEIS appropriately and correctly explains that rebuilding a tribal land base is an 
important federal policy, one that Congress has identified and advanced through both the Indian 
Reorganization Act and the Pokagon Restoration Act.  In evaluating the decision to be made by 
the U. S. Department of Interior in response to the Pokagon Band’s application, the DEIS must 
emphasize and prioritize this policy and give full effect to the trust responsibility that the federal 
government has toward federally acknowledged Indian tribes.  In so doing, and in evaluating the 
Pokagon Band’s need for additional lands, the historical context of the dispossession of tribal 
lands and the federal government’s historic failures to maintain a homeland for and recognition 
of the Tribe must be a central consideration.  Examined in this light, the Pokagon Band’s current 
jurisdiction over 2,883 acres of trust land is inadequate.  Under the preferred alternative, as the 
DEIS points out, the Pokagon Band would only be reacquiring jurisdiction over a relatively 
small amount of land, land that is part of the Tribe’s historic and modern homeland. 

2. Providing Services to Nearby Members Is Critical for Tribal Governments

The DEIS correctly evaluates the need for the Pokagon Band to have an inalienable land 
base near where a significant portion of tribal members reside, as it is critical that members be 
able to easily access needed governmental services.  The DEIS also recognizes that travel 
difficulties make it challenging for members living near the proposed project to participate in the 
Tribe’s social and cultural activities.  The ability of members to fully participate in the life of the 
Tribe is critical not just for members themselves but also for the very survival of a tribe.  LRBOI 
well understands these concerns, as a majority of LRBOI members live in areas geographically 
removed from LRBOI’s small reservation near Manistee, Michigan.  LRBOI’s own surveys and 
governmental services data bear out the need for tribes with a dispersed population to have trust 
land and services in more than one population center.  When a tribe has only limited trust lands 
in limited geographies, it is not possible to adequately serve the needs of members who don’t 
live in close proximity to those trust lands.

3. Economic Development Lessens Governmental Dependency

The DEIS recognizes that both the Indian Reorganization Act and the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act have enabling tribal economic development as a central purpose.  The twin 
legacy of dispossession and de facto termination of federal recognition has left the members of 
many reaffirmed tribes economically disadvantaged when compared to the dominant population.  
Indian gaming has proven remarkably successful at providing a means to lessen these 
disadvantages, creating opportunities for gainful employment that in turn lessen the dependency 
of tribal members on tribal, federal and state government programs.  The Pokagon Band’s 
success with its existing gaming venues proves that it will be able to translate a gaming facility at 
this site into opportunities for nearby tribal members.  The DEIS also recognizes that economic 
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development will not only benefit the Pokagon Band, but is also consistent with local non-Indian 
objectives, supporting and enhancing local and regional economic development efforts that have 
identified the specific area of the proposed acquisition as a target for business and commercial 
growth.

4. Tribes Require Revenues to Fulfill Governmental and Member Needs

Finally, the DEIS recognizes the need for the Pokagon Band to generate additional 
revenues for the provision of core governmental services.  Although the Pokagon Band today 
operates successful gaming and entertainment facilities, this does not mean that the Band lacks 
unmet needs or a need for additional revenues.  Unlike non-Indian governments, tribes do not 
enjoy a stable tax base with which to fund their governments.  Additionally, the Pokagon Band 
undoubtedly finds itself in the same boat as LRBOI—facing cuts in federal appropriations that 
are long-term in nature.  Additional economic opportunities are crucial if tribes are to continue to 
rebuild governmental institutions and serve their constituent members long into the future. 

Conclusion 

As a fellow reaffirmed tribe, LRBOI understands the challenges faced by the Pokagon 
Band and can offer a shared perspective on the DEIS.  In this case, the DEIS is correct in 
concluding that federal policy is best served by establishing additional trust lands for the 
Pokagon Band, so that the Tribe can provide services and jobs for nearby members and fund 
important governmental programs.  The DEIS rightly identifies the Pokagon Band’s preferred 
alternative as the best course of action to fulfill these critical objectives.  Accordingly, LRBOI is 
pleased to express its support for the Pokagon Band’s application.   

LAN01\378956.1
ID\RLB
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Public Comments

Date Originator Summary of Comments Response

13 Mar 15 Carole Havens

1. She opposes the proposed casino in South Bend.
2. She does not like the Native Americans' ability to defy
existing laws due to their sovereign status.
3. She also comments that casinos increase crime, drugs, and
prostitution, all of which South Bend has been working hard to
curtail.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Please also see Section 3.7.3 for
more information on the Native American sovereign status.

13 Mar 15 Karen Parker
1. She says the last thing needed is another casino.
2. She suggests attracting manufacturing jobs, not betting
parlors.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced employment opportunities that would result from construction
and operation of the Preferred Alternative.

13 Mar 15 Thomas Morris
1. He fully supports the casino plan and says that jobs are
badly needed.

Comment noted.

16 Mar 15 Bob Moore

1. He strongly opposes the casino due to his personal
experience growing up in a small town north of Atlantic City.
2. Over his lifetime he watched the transformation of Atlantic
City from a beach recreation town to a mob run city.
3. He discussed grim stories of people coerced, sued, and even
executed by the mob over opposition to new development and
casinos.
4. He also relates the increase in crime and poverty and
faltering economy in Atlantic City to casinos and gambling

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling.

16 Mar 15 Jack and Nancy Wait 1. They oppose the casino in either location. Comment noted.

16 Mar 15 Nancy Brasseur

1. She strongly opposes the casino and believes in strong
families.
2. She believes it would hurt small business and a casino is not
the way to improve the community.
3. She says people who want to gamble already have nearby
options.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Additionally, please see Section
3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to determine the
need/demand for a casino in this region, and Section 4.11.3 regarding
gaming competition and the utilization of local vendors.
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19 Mar 15 Gail Nero

1. She opposes the casino and believes the area should be
maintained in it's current state: a quiet agricultural area.
2. She says many studies have shown increases in drug use,
crime, gambling addiction, and a reduction in home values
after the building of casinos.

Please see Section 4.8.3 for a description of land use on the South Bend
site and a description of South Bend Zoning Ordinances, and Section
4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market. Also please see Sections 3.11.5,
4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs associated with
gambling.

20 Mar 15 Rodney Phillipe
1. He asked to be added to the interested parties information
lists, and inquired when the documents will be available
online.

The BIA's third party consultant QPS Engineering, LLC added Mr. Phillipe
to the list of interested parties.

21 Mar 15 Michael Jenkins

1. He strongly opposes the casino and says that each casino
only has a positive economic impact in the first years of
operation and then a negative impact thereafter. He cites the
Blue Chip Casino in Michigan City as proof.
2.He does not want the economy of South Bend to suffer.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.

24 Mar 15 Jake Teshka

1. He is strongly opposed to building a casino, but would
support any other development plans of the Pokagon Band.
2. He says casinos are terrible for communities siting a
comprehensive review conducted by Williams et al. (2011)
showing casinos increase problem gambling, and related issues
such as bankruptcy, divorce, domestic violence, suicide, and
crime.
3. He says the National Association of Realtors shows that
there is an "unambiguously negative" effect on home values
4. He says a study by the University of Illinois found major
consumer businesses avoid casino areas.
5. He uses Atlantic City as an example of how casinos have
failed to create growth, and have been destructive to local
economies.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling, and Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of
the housing market. Additionally, please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion
of the direct, indirect, and induced economic impacts (output,
employment and earnings) anticipated from the Preferred Alternative,
and Section 4.11.3 regarding the utilization of local vendors.
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24 Mar 15 Richard Pfeil

1. He is strongly opposed to the casino.
2. He says the Pokagon Band is already making millions of
dollars from the Four Winds Casino and do not need an added
facility.
3. The area is saturated with casinos, with the Four Winds
Casino only 39 miles away, and the Dowagiac Casino only 21
miles away.
4. He says Federal data shows for every dollar brought in to an
areas, three dollars are taken from its customers.
5. It is well documented that there will be increases in
gambling addiction, white collar crime, deterioration of the
neighborhood, and "a tax on the poor."

Please see Section 1.0 for a description of the purpose and need for the
proposed action. Please also see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for
an analysis of potential social costs associated with gambling.
Additionally, please see Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market
analysis used to determine the need/demand for a casino in this region.

27 Mar 15 Mike Howard
1. He would like to offer, on behalf of Midwest Constructors,
LLC, construction estimating and budgeting services for the
project.

Comment noted.

28 Mar 15 Susan Daniels

1. She is opposed to the casino and believes it will worsen the
economy and be accompanied by negative societal factors. She
is interesting in anything she can do to prevent it from coming
to the community.
2. She believes the area is unable to support another casino
since there are several others in driving distance, that the area
does not have enough citizens to support another facility, and
that it will be supported by the people who can least afford it.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative. Please also see Sections
3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of
law enforcement and crime. Additionally, please see Section 3.7.3.6 for a
summary of the market analysis used to determine the need/demand for
a casino in this region.

30 Mar 15 Paul Sidorowicz

1. He recalls the past failure to build a casino near the airport,
and offers his help to help make this attempt work.
2. He suggests strategies to get positive people into the media
instead of just the naysayers. The first idea is to print T shirts
for the upcoming meeting.
3. He also suggests the alliance participating in "Dyngus Day" a
Polish tradition on the Monday after Easter Sunday.
4. He supports the Pokagon Band in building a casino in South
Bend.

Comment noted.
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4 Apr 15 Amanda Nero

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

4 Apr 15 Gail Nero

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

4 Apr 15 Christopher Wellin

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

7 Apr 15 David Bertoncini

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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8 Apr 15 Jesusa Rivera

1. She says that the Pokagon Band has continually been
discriminated against and been seen as outsiders despite their
continuing good citizenship and their community service.
2. She cites moral reasons for supporting the restoration of
lands to the Pokagon Band.
3. She mentions that the development will bring much needed
jobs. She cites that the March 2015 national unemployment
was at 5.5% while South Bend's unemployment rate was 7.1%
overall, 10.4% for African Americans and 6.6% for Latinos. She
says that the project will bring 1,500 full time construction
jobs, 1800 permanent full time jobs on site, and an additional
1,500 permanent full time jobs off site due to economic
growth in the area.
4. She mentions that the project will benefit minority and low
income populations, raise median household income, and
lower poverty.
5. She supports the Pokagon Band.

Comment noted.

8 Apr 15 Ann Divine

1. She expresses that the Pokagon Band's support of local
groups such as the Fischoff National Chamber of Music
Association is integral to the community.
2. She says upon her visits to the Four Winds Casino it seemed
safe, clean, and state of the art.
3. She supports the project for the benefits it creates for the
local community and the Pokagon Band.

Comment noted.
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8 Apr 15 Christopher Lovejoy

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. He cites other cities that have not benefitted from casinos
and have ended up creating more poverty than restoring their
economy. He states that casinos extract money from the local
economy through predatory gambling that doesn't create any
value.
4. He is in favor the Pokagon tribal development, but not the
casino as he believes South Bend is just starting to recover
from the recession and that the casino will set them back.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Please also see
Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and induced
economic impacts (output, employment and earnings) anticipated from
the Preferred Alternative, and Sections 3.11 and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice and poverty.

8 Apr 15
Gerald and Ellen
Stanley

1. They say that casinos get you with a false sense of hope, but
you will generally lose money.
2. Casinos are inevitably frequented by low income families
who should spend their money elsewhere.
3. Crime increases by up to 10%
4. Increases family breakdowns and family struggles.
5. A casino will take money out of the local economy and can
increase the chances of becoming a problem gambler for those
living nearby.
6. She proposes building another form of entertainment like a
family recreation center with Native American themes.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice, poverty, and potential social costs associated with
gambling, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime. Please also see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct,
indirect, and induced economic impacts (output, employment and
earnings) anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.

9 Apr 15 Gligur Georgiefski

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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9 Apr 15 James Obrien

1. He is strongly opposed to all casino plans for the area.
2. He believes casinos increase the rate of bankruptcy, and the
amount of people on government assistance.
3. He said he has heard very little about the project up until
now and wishes there would be meetings in Mishawaka,
Granger, and Plymouth.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice, poverty, and potential social costs associated with
gambling. South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it
represented a central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process
has been followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were
scheduled and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

9 Apr 15 John Gaski

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

9 Apr 15 Lisa Ericson

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

10 Apr 15 Dr. John Toepp

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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10 Apr 15 Kathleen Maloney

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

10 Apr 15 Kathryn Screes

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

10 Apr 15 Kyle Sarber

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

10 Apr 15 Marie Manczunski

1. She is strongly opposed to the tribal casino.
2. She is concerned about the quality of life in the Michiana
region and how it will be negatively affected by the casino.
3. She says that the casino will not make things better and is
concerned about increased crime and traffic, and decreases in
property values. She believes that negative consequences from
the casino would outweigh any financial benefits.
4. She believes there should be more meetings around the
area.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; and see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts. South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it
represented a central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process
has been followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were
scheduled and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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11 Apr 15 William Gates

1. He is a local business owner that employs over 200 people in
the community.
2. He is concerned that casinos hurt the people by creating
fraudulent hope and taking money from the people who can
least afford to lose it.
3. He is worried that poor individuals will be victimized into
addiction and that families will be destroyed.
4. He opposes the casino in South Bend.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice, poverty, and potential social costs associated with
gambling.

12 Apr 15 Cal Kasufman

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

13 Apr 15 John Boyer

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. He is afraid that the casino will discourage small businesses
from establishing in South Bend.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

13 Apr 15
John and Ramona
Wilson

1. They are opposed to the casino being built in South Bend. Comment noted.

13 Apr 15 Lou Witman

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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13 Apr 15 Cheri Richmond

1. She supports the project because of the jobs it will create;
increasing employment will also decrease crime.
2. She says we need to change the city's image from rundown
to a place where their college graduates want to stay.
3. She says good local businesses will have nothing to worry
about because of their loyal customer base.
4. She believes that the casino will make businesses want to
open up here and will bring positive revenue to the city.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15
Petition to Stop
Northern Indiana
Casino

Petition signed by 17 concerned citizens urging leaders to stop
the tribal casino from being built in North Central Indiana.
Undersigned indicate that they believe a casino will have a
negative impact on the local economy, crime rates, traffic and
home values. They believe that the casino will take money out
of the local economy and leave families, neighborhoods, and
lives in shambles.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative. Please also see Sections 3.9.5
and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement and crime; see Section
4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; and see Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3,
and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic impacts. Please also see
Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling,

14 Apr 15 Barry Baumbaugh

1. He is strongly opposed to the Casino because he is opposed
to granting sovereign Land to any group. He says if the land is
granted to them it should be fenced in and anyone crossing
the fence must show passports and visas.
2. He believes that the tax exemptions are unfair to other local
businesses and create a tax loss to the community.

Please also see Section 3.7.3 for more information on the Native
American sovereign status. Please also see Section 3.7.1.2 for a
description of existing regional economic and fiscal resources, and
Section 4.7.3.6 for a description of proposed fiscal effects from the
Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15 Doug Carr

1. He is opposed to the casino and cites that multiple studies
show that casinos increase crime and decrease property
values.
2. He believes the gaming business is destructive on health,
wealth, family, and society as a whole.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime, and Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market. Please
also see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling, and Section 4.7.3 for a discussion
of the direct, indirect, and induced economic impacts (output,
employment and earnings) anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15 Edna Shetler
1. She is opposed to the casino because of the harm gambling
brings to poor and families.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice issues and potential social costs associated with
gambling.
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14 Apr 15 JoAnn Richmond

1. Casinos are a "vice that traps people" into addictions and
robs them of their wholesome lifestyle.
2. She asks for a vote of "balance of justice and integrity" for
our communities and for the next generation to see god work
ethics and not greed for money.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling.

14 Apr 15 Kevin Ericson

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

14 Apr 15 Patrick Mangan

1. He says former city councilmen, and a neighboring County
Commissioner, many other politicians have had severe
gambling problems and have stolen large sums of money to
further their gambling addictions.
2. He says that originally when the Pokagon Band was in
communications over recognition with Congressman Tim
Roemer, the Band said their intentions were not to bring
gaming to the region. He says that promise has been broken.
3. He notes that the market is already saturated with four
casinos within eighty miles.
4. He says casinos are a win lose situation; they are a win for
the casino and a loss for the customers and their families.

Please see Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to
determine the need/demand for a casino in this region, and Sections
3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling. Four alternatives were considered and
analyzed in the FEIS and the Preferred Alternative most adequately
addresses and fulfills the Pokagon Band's purpose and need, which is
described in detail in Section 1.0.

14 Apr 15 Carol Hillman

1. She points out that the act of gambling does not in itself
mean a person is addicted. She says liquor and cigarettes are
potentially addicting, but they are still available.
2. She says that is people want to gamble, they will find a
casino not matter how far. The City needs a boost and the
casino will bring more jobs and spending locally and they
should take advantage of that.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Elaine Bokhard
1. She is in favor of the new project, and she says it will bring in
people and create new jobs.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Rhonda Richards

1. She spoke in support of the Pokagon Band and their culture.
2. She said she is opposed to the casino project, because it is a
source of false home that prays on poor victims.
3. She cites Atlantic City to show how businesses and
restaurants close in the area.
4. She indicates that South Bend has enough problems paying
for support from the fire and police department and is
concerned about crime.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice issues, poverty, and potential social costs
associated with gambling, and Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local
vendors. Please also see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law
enforcement, crime, and fire protection.

14 Apr 15 Stan Miles
1. He mentioned that the Pokagon Band has donated
scholarships to New Buffalo High School students.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Jerry Niezgodski

1. He is in favor of the project because of the Pokagon Band
giving back tens of millions of dollars to the community.
2. He says that the Pokagon Band has done a wonderful job in
New Buffalo.
3. He says Atlantic City isn't a direct comparison for South
Bend.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Courtney Duval 1. She believes the casino will greatly benefit the community. Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Bob Moore

1. He strongly opposes the casino due to his personal
experience growing up in a small town north of Atlantic City.
2. Over his lifetime he watched the transformation of AC from
a beach recreation town to a mob run city.
3. He discussed grim stories of people coerced, sued, and even
executed by the mob over opposition to new development and
casinos.
4. He also blames the increase in crime and poverty in AC to
casino development.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice issues, poverty, and potential social costs
associated with gambling, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of
law enforcement and crime.

14 Apr 15 Benito Salazar

1. He is in favor of the project and believes the village
development will be a great addition to the city.
2. He says it is time to bring back the history of the Pokagon
Band that has been lost. He strongly supports the tribal village
and gaming facility.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Dave Thomas

1. As the St. Joseph county Commissioner, he welcomes the
project.
2. He supports the Pokagon Band and their history on the land,
as this is where their tribal village was in the past and where it
rightfully belongs.
3. He supports the future development of the area, the jobs it
will bring, payroll taxes, gaming revenue, and other economic
benefits. It will also build fellowship, understanding, social
justice, and healing.
4. The Pokagon people have proven their strong commitment
to the community and the earth.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Larry Scheibelhut
1. He is concerned that the Pokagon Band and not the
taxpayers should be responsible for paying increased cost of
services such as welfare, food stamps, and housing subsidies.

Please see Section 3.7.1.2 for a description of existing regional economic
and fiscal resources, and Section 4.7.3.6 for a description of proposed
fiscal effects from the Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15 Patrick Mangan

1. He spoke about the crime and corruption associated with
the adult industries, and how they have worked to drive it out
of Michiana.
2. He is in favor of the Pokagon Band development but not the
casino because the casino wins and the community loses.
3. He is concerned about gambling addicts and does not want
South Bend to become a destination for another addictive
behavior.
4. He believes the area is saturated with gaming
establishments.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an
analysis of law enforcement and crime. Also, please see Section 3.7.3.6
for a summary of the market analysis used to determine the
need/demand for a casino in this region.

14 Apr 15 James Gardner
1. He believes the project is good for revenue, jobs, and
attracting future development to South Bend.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15
Rev. Charles
Zawistowski

1. He is in favor of the proposal.
2. He says that the Pokagon Band is full of good people who
help each other and their neighbors out.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Gladys Muhammad

1. She believes the casino will greatly benefit the community at
large because of the funds it will bring to the city.
2. She says she has friends that gamble, and they are forced to
do so outside of the community. She suggests that if they're
going to go spend money, they should be able to do so locally
so it keeps the money in the area.
3. She also notes the jobs that will be created.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Tom Zmyslo Sr. 1. He does not support the project, especially the casino. Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Michael J. Thomas

1. He is in all in favor of the casino.
2. He recognizes what the Pokagon Band has had to deal with
from people out side the group and he also acknowledges that
they have always been welcoming and have continued to
donate millions back to the community.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Keith D Shrock

1. He is against the casino portion of the project.
2. He believes the project is rushed and the impact on the
community is unstudied.
3. He thinks that tourism and money will be reduced in the city
itself.
4. He says it will increase criminal activity, encourage gambling
elsewhere, decreases public safety.
5. He says tech Jobs and education is the needed solution in
South Bend.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3
for an analysis of law enforcement and crime. Additionally, all Sections in
Chapter 4.0 of the FEIS analyze the potential consequences of the
Preferred Alternative and render a significance finding to evaluate the
extent of impacts to the community and surrounding areas.

14 Apr 15 Mike Compton

1. He says he is representing over 4,000 tradesmen for the
IBEW. He and the tradesman fully support the project.
2.The project will provide jobs for members of Building Trades
similar to the New Buffalo project
3. He says that the Pokagon Band works directly with local
businesses and contractors and the project will provide
hundreds of thousands of man hours of trade labor.
4. He says that the Pokagon Band has a goal to improve the
lives of tribal members and make a positive contribution to the
community

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Jesusa Rivera

1. She supports the Pokagon Band in their quest to restore
their land in South Bend and believes the project will benefit
the Pokagon citizens, surrounding communities, and minority
and low income populations. It is the moral thing to do.
2. She says the Pokagon Band has been mistreated in the past,
but that they have endured the unfair treatment and continue
to give back to the community.
3. She says that the project will greatly benefit the ailing
minorities in the area by giving them jobs. It should also raise
the median annual income and lower the poverty percentage.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Jacob Teshka

1. He says the casino would be economically and socially
devastating to the community.
2. He states that studies show for every dollar brought in three
dollars will be taken out.
3. He states that studies show a 10% increase in crime;
"unambiguously negative effect on home values;" and
increases in bankruptcies, divorce, and suicide.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative. Please also see Sections
3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling, and Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of
law enforcement and crime.

14 Apr 15 Jeffrey Gainey 1. He is a big supporter. Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Mark Neal

1. He is the COO of Bradley Company and is attending the
meeting in place of president and CEO Brad Toothaker
2. He has tremendous respect for the Pokagon Band and
believes they have done great things for the community.
3. He commented on the employment and economic
opportunities the project would bring.
4. He clarified that the Pokagon Band pays all appropriate
taxes mandated under federal, state, and tribal and that they
therefore are not given an unfair business advantage.
5. He believes that the Pokagon Band should be supported by
the community.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Bob Moore 1. He is strongly against the proposal. Comment noted.
14 Apr 15 Stan Myles 1. He men ons the $4.7 million the Pokagon Band has commi eComment noted.

14 Apr 15 Keith D Shrock
1. He says that the casino is not the way to go, and that tech
jobs are.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Eli Cantu

1. He says he was on the fence, but if the local businesses can
support it, and it's going to create so many jobs, so can he.
2. He believes it will help grow the city and expand the
borders.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative, and Section 4.11.3 regarding
utilization of local vendors.

14 Apr 15 Terri Lutzky
1. He says he lives on the land that the development is going to
use and he is for the project. He believes it will help the
community and further his family.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Kelly Moptos
1. She says, as a Pokagon Band member, that they are being
portrayed wrongly by saying that they are going to bring in
crime and hardship.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Kelly Hughes

1. She is opposed to the casino philosophically because a
casino isn't traditional culture of the Native Americans and
they don't have to abide by rules, taxes, etc.
2. Too much of the land is already off tax rolls.
3. She says the market is saturated.
4. The community will suffer socially.

Please see Section 3.7.1.2 for a description of existing regional economic
and fiscal resources, and Section 4.7.3.6 for a description of proposed
fiscal effects from the Preferred Alternative. Also, please see Section
3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to determine the
need/demand for a casino in this region, and Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and
4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs associated with gambling.

14 Apr 15 Deborah Williams
1. She says that the Pokagon Band really tries to build up the
communities they go into for the sake of the communities,
because it is the Native American way.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Eric Fonkazia

1. He is concerned about the value of his home.
2. He says he is skeptical as to whether people will actually
frequent other businesses in the area. He says he just goes to
the casino and goes home.

Please see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market. Please also
see Sections 4.12.1 and 4.14.2.6 for a discussion of growth inducing and
indirect effects from the Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15 Douglas Carpenter
1. He supports equal wages for men and women in the future
development, but he is not in favor of the casino.
2. Casinos prey on the poor.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
environmental justice issues, poverty, and potential social costs
associated with gambling.

14 Apr 15 Jasmine Dody

1. She says it will help the people of the community and the
Pokagon.
2. She says we can't be left behind other cities, and that South
Bend needs to grow.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Bret Balou

1. As a member of the Pokagon Band he says that they're
members of the community, everyone of them owns a piece of
the casino, and much more money stays in the area than from
other private casinos.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Sal Gerschoffer

1. He lives within five blocks of the casino and he's glad it's
coming.
2. He supports that their will be 1,400 temporary jobs and
2,000 permanent jobs. He says that the salaries are good as
well. He questions who can be against any of that.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Brandon Novall
1. He says there should be an objective debate about whether
the community wants a casino or not. The fact that the
Pokagon Band is building it should not matter either way.

The BIA and Pokagon Band held a scoping meeting at the Century Center
in South Bend on September 27, 2012 in order to obtain comments and
concerns from the public that could be addressed in the DEIS. Further,
after the DEIS was released, the BIA and Pokagon Band held a public
meeting at the Century Center in South Bend on April 14, 2015 in order to
solicit comments from the public on the DEIS. All comments received
during both meetings have been addressed in the FEIS.

14 Apr 15 David Thompson
1. He has seen other casinos in other areas fail to improve the
local economy there.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15
Randy (No Last
Name Provided)

1. He is a 52 year resident of southwest South Bend, he
welcomes the project. He says everywhere he dreamed of
working as a kid has gone, and the Pokagon Band is the only
thing positive in South Bend for a long time.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 James Walk

1. He says he appreciates the Native American's cause, but he
does not want to see a casino in the area.
2. He says it increases danger from drunk drivers leaving the
casino.
3 He suggests they move to Elkhart County where the property
is already vacant and there is an existing building.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Additionally, of the alternative
considered and analyzed in the FEIS, the Preferred Alternative on the
South Bend site most adequately addresses and fulfills the Pokagon
Band's purpose and need, which is described in detail in Section 1.0.

14 Apr 15 Gerry Parker

1. She says that she lives near the project and supports it.
2. She says the Pokagon Band is fully paying for it themselves,
and she also says that the revenue sharing agreements far
outweigh the loss of property taxes.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Andy Kostielney

1. As County Commissioner he supports the project for the
jobs it creates.
2. He points out that while property taxes decrease, income
taxes will increase.
3. He comments that the Pokagon Band has been a pleasure to
work with.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15
Rev. Cory O.
Gathright

1. He supports the project because of the Pokagon Band's
generosity helping out his church and the community at large.
2. He believes that the project will improve the quality of life
for the Pokagon citizens, those in surrounding communities,
and minority and low income populations.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Ryan Pogotis

1. He says his family is addicted to gaming, and casinos
inevitably turn into smoky, dust filled, unhealthy
environments.
2. He also says that it's blood money coming into the
community.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling, including gambling addictions.
Remaining comment related to the management of the proposed facility
is unquantifiable and unqualifiable.

14 Apr 15 Jeff Davey
1. Speaking for the closest business to the development, he
supports the project. He says they're not worried about it at
all.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Courtney Devall
1. She is both a member of the Pokagon Band and a worker at
the Four Winds Casino. She supports the project by saying that
change is good and that she enjoys working for the casino.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Charles Hurley

1. As a lifelong member of law enforcement he supports the
casino project. After conducting research, he says the increase
in demand on law enforcement in the New Buffalo area was
negligible, partly because the Pokagon Band runs their own
professional police unit. He believes there will not be
substantial impact to public safety from the proposed
development.
2. He says there are many addictions worse than gambling, and
that the Pokagon Band provides professional counseling
services for gambling abuse.
3. The Pokagon Band are good neighbors in the community

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Oliver Davis

1. He says that as a city council man for South Bend he and
every other member support the proposal.
2. He doesn't try to regulate things just because he doesn't do
them him self.
3. He says we should leave a light on for the Pokagon Band.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Corbin Phillips
1. He says this is a way for the Native Americans to start
rebuilding their heritage and culture.

Comment noted.
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14 Apr 15 Kurt Youngs
1. He states that he developed Young's Commerce Park and
fully supports the project.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Barbara Jewell

1. She is strongly against the casino for moral issues relating to
the devastating social effects gambling has on families and
communities.
2. She supports the rest of the village development.
3. She says more research should be done on the effects of
casinos.
4. She also notes that tribes do not pay taxes so the only
chance of money entering the community would be through
donations.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Please also see Section 3.7.1.2 for a
description of existing regional economic and fiscal resources, and
Section 4.7.3.6 for a description of proposed fiscal effects from the
Preferred Alternative. Additionally, all Sections in Chapter 4.0 of the FEIS
analyze the potential consequences of the Preferred Alternative and
render a significance finding to evaluate the extent of impacts to the
community and surrounding areas.

14 Apr 15 Gene Wilteson
1. He asks if they are going to widen the road near the
entrance to SR 23.

Please see Section 5.8.1 for proposed transportation mitigation
measures.

14 Apr 15 Matt Rademaker 1. He says he loves it. Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Chuck Bueter

1. He is concerned that the project will trash the heritage of
the night sky. He says that city ordinances do not sufficiently
address light pollution.
2. He cites the Pokagon Band's Casino in New Buffalo,
Michigan as an example of egregious lighting, and states that
while the shielded lights are a gain, the gains are erased by the
up lighting of the water tower.
3. He wants to know how the new casino will address negative
impacts on the nighttime environment.

Please see Sections 3.10.3 and 4.10.3.3 for descriptions of existing
lighting sources, proposed lighting impacts, and analysis of visual
impacts.

14 Apr 15 Laura Meele
1. She is strongly against the casino and says that there are
many more negatives than positives caused by building it.
2. She is concerned about increases in crime.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime, and Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
potential social costs associated with gambling.

14 Apr 15 Michael Luda 1. He supports the project Comment noted.

14 Apr 15 Sheryl Dysert

1. She is strongly against the casino and says they are trying to
make South Bend better in a positive way. She says casinos are
a blight that increases crime, they are deceiving about chance
of winnings, causes addictions, and results in the break down
of families.
2. She claims that there are already more casinos than the
economy of IN can support.
3. She says the natural habitat will be destroyed and the jobs
created don't justify the negative impacts.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime, and Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
potential social costs associated with gambling. Also, please see Section
3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to determine the
need/demand for a casino in this region, and Sections 3.5.2, 4.5.3, and
5.5.1 for a description of existing habitat as well as potential habitat
impacts and mitigation.
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14 Apr 15 Ashley Marberry

1. She is concerned that history is repeating itself and cites
Atlantic City and Las Vegas as examples that casinos turn cities
into cesspools of crime.
2. She supports bringing the Pokagon Band to the area, but not
the casino.
3. She says it is a temporary fix to the job crisis, but in the end
will negatively affect the already failing city.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime. Also please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct,
indirect, and induced employment opportunities that would result from
construction and operation of the Preferred Alternative.

14 Apr 15 Jasmine Goni

1. She says the community and the Pokagon Band need the
casino to grow and prosper.
2. She notes the influx of money that will be brought to the
communities, and also says that the casino will stop the
outflow of money to Michigan City.
3. She cites that all people and races in the town need more
jobs, and the community needs to fight for the project and for
the city of South Bend Indiana.

Comment noted.

14 Apr 15

David Pink
(identified as Mr.
David Fink in the
public meeting
transcript)

1. He says alternate C is about where the community was,
alternate A is where the community is, he questions where the
community will be tomorrow. He is concerned that the project
seems to emphasize the casino more than previously.
2. He notes that Locust road doesn't allow truck flow, and asks
if the loads and volume can be increased.
3. He asks about the Elkhart wetlands and says, "Why not
there."

Four alternatives were considered and analyzed in the FEIS, but if
approved, only one alternative would be pursued. The Preferred
Alternative most adequately addresses and fulfills the Pokagon Band's
purpose and need, which is described in detail in Section 1.0. Also, please
see Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts.

14 Apr 15 Diana Sheets
1. She asks what is taking so long, and says that she wants the
casino now!

Upon completion of the document, the BIA will publish a Notice of
Availability (NOA) for the FEIS that will initiate a 30 day notice. The BIA
will then render a Record of Decision, and if the project is approved, the
Pokagon Band can proceed with the permitting and design phases.
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14 Apr 15 Bill Stroup

1. He says the casino will be a curse to the area.
2. He says it will exploit the poor and those who can least
afford to lose money.
3. He says that two local politicians are out of office due to
abuse of taxpayer funds in gambling. He also says others were
bankrupted by the casinos already in Michigan City and New
Buffalo.
4. He says that Proponents ignore addiction; taxpayer costs in
additional poor relief, and security costs; broken houses; and
suicides, all a result of gambling abuse.
5. He does not want the casino in St. Joseph county.

Please see sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental justice
concerns and an analysis of potential social costs associated with
gambling.

14 Apr 15 Lisa Watkins
1. She says smoking should be banned from all casinos
including the future South Bend Casino. She also says there
should be separate buildings for smoking and non smoking.

Indiana Smoke Free Air Law would not regulate smoking activities on fee
to trust property, therefore smoking/non smoking areas would be
designated at the Tribe's discretion and would be determined during the
design phase.

14 Apr 15 No name provided

1. Individual indicates that he/she does not want a casino.
2. He/she believes that they take money from veteran
organizations and promote drinking and driving.
3. He/she is concerned about destroying wildlife habitat.
4. Would prefer that Pokagon builds in Elkhart county, but still
no casino.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Also please see Sections 3.5.4,
4.5.3, 5.5.1 and 5.5.2 for a description of existing wildlife and TE species,
impacts to wildlife and TE species, and potential mitigation measures to
protect wildlife and TE species.
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15 Apr 15 Chuck Bueter

1. He is concerned with the light pollution that will be
generated by the casino and it needs to be addressed and
mitigated.
2. He cites the other casino operated by the Pokagon Band as a
prime example of excessive lighting and light pollution, namely
in the form of the water tower.
3. There is a concern about the broader impacts of light
pollution on migratory birds.
4. He suggests all future development use light shields, no up
lighting, minimize blue rich light, and lessen off peak output of
light.
5. He encourages the development to take place, so that it can
serve as a model for future developments to look to in light
pollution mitigation.
6. He says that development needs to recognize and preserve
biological resources, cultural and historical resources, and
visual resources and aesthetics.

Please see Sections 3.10.3 and 4.10.3.3 for descriptions of existing
lighting sources, proposed lighting impacts, and analysis of visual
impacts. Please also see Sections 3.5 and 4.5 for an analysis if biological
resources, and Sections 3.6 and 4.6 for an analysis of cultural resources.

15 Apr 15 Jim Knapp
1. He is opposed to the casino because only the house wins
and the average person loses.

Comment noted.

15 Apr 15
John and Sue
Machowiak

1. They are in favor of the new project, for the boost it will
bring to the area's economy.
2. They have been to the Four Winds Casino and have felt safer
there than they do sometimes in their own neighborhood.

Comment noted.

15 Apr 15 Rick Bokhart

1. He is in favor of the project for the jobs that it will create.
2. He will also enjoy patronizing the complex for the other
associated entertainment besides the casino, such as
restaurants, shows, and special events.

Comment noted.

15 Apr 15 Ross Anthony
1. He, as a local police officer and immediate neighbor to the
project, is fully in favor of the project. He is excited to see new
development in the area.

Comment noted.

15 Apr 15
Roth Electrical
Solutions

1. He is in favor of the project and for bringing Indiana up to
modern standards of America.

Comment noted.

15 Apr 15 Sam Centellas

1. He is fully in support of the project, appreciates the support
that the Pokagon Band gives to the community, and welcomes
this needed improvement to South Bend because of the jobs it
will bring.

Comment noted.
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15 Apr 15 Tony Joshick

1. He is interested in the project for the job positions it will
create.
2. He suggests that an average pay chart for various future
permanent positions be released for the public to help clear up
anxiety and confusion and show that the wages offered will
meet standard living expenses.

Please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced employment opportunities that would result from construction
and operation of the Preferred Alternative. Pay charts and anticipated
wages for employees is proprietary information.

15 Apr 15 Wilhelmina Hackett

1. She says she has been in the community for twenty four
years, but will leave the community if the gaming industry
were to come. She is worried about increased crime and other
associated problems that come with the gaming industry.
2. She believes many other families would flee the area, thus
harming the economy further.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime, and Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of
potential social costs associated with gambling. Please also see Section
4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and induced economic
impacts (output, employment and earnings) anticipated from the
Preferred Alternative.

15 Apr 15 Brian Baughman

1. He opposes the project due to the moral and negative social
consequences a casino would bring to the area.
2. He suggests the Pokagon Band should be able to build
anything as long as it doesn't negatively affect the other
people of the community.

Please see sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Additionally, all Sections in Chapter
4.0 of the FEIS analyze the potential consequences of the Preferred
Alternative and render a significance finding to evaluate the extent of
impacts to the community and surrounding areas. Please see Table ES 1
for a Summary of Potential Environmental Effects, Mitigation Measures,
and Significance determinations.

15 Apr 15 Harriet Miller

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

15 Apr 15 Jill Boughton

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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15 Apr 15 Joseph Sergio

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

15 Apr 15 Karen Parker

1. She is strongly opposed to the project because while they
need economic growth in the area, they don't need another
vice in the community.
2. She says that the casino will bring more crime and lead to
gambling addictions. They will suffer the negative
consequences but are unlikely to see the financial gains.
3. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime, and Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental
justice concerns and an analysis of potential social costs associated with
gambling. South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it
represented a central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process
has been followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were
scheduled and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

16 Apr 15
Lisa Bergson
Hernandez

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. She says she has the unique view point as a former girlfriend
of a Las Vegas casino owner. She notes that many casinos
themselves can lose millions of dollars if the project doesn't
draw in visitors. She points out the MGM and Greektown
Casinos in Detroit, MI haven't boosted the economy and now
face foreclosure.
4. She believes the market is already saturated.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Please also see
Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to determine
the need/demand for a casino in this region.
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16 Apr 15 Lynn Fitzpatrick

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

16 Apr 15 Robert Moore

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, damaged families due to addictive behavior (gambling,
drinking, etc.), lower property values, traffic congestion, and
closure of integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Please also see
Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental justice concerns
and an analysis of potential social costs associated with gambling.

17 Apr 15 Pamela D. Foltz

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

17 Apr 15 Paul Foltz

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, closure of
integral small businesses in the community, and the fact that
gambling in and of itself is sinful.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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20 Apr 15 Anna Kottkamp

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

20 Apr 15 Cliff Arnold

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to the increased
risk of relapse for vulnerable folks with gambling addictions,
increased crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and
closure of integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. He believes that a casino will harm the quality of life in
Michiana as residents will suffer negative consequences of
having a casino but are unlikely to see any financial benefits.
4. He thinks there has to be a better way to help local tribes
than hurting the people around them.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Please also see
Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental justice concerns
and an analysis of potential social costs associated with gambling.

20 Apr 15 Kimberly Riffell

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

20 Apr 15 Marianne Hicks
1. She is in support of the Pokagon Band and their effort to
restore land in South Bend.

Comment noted.
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20 Apr 15 Michael Griffin

1. He acknowledges the need for jobs and revenue, but says
that it should be done in a way that creates products of value
and gambling will not do that.
2. They should highlight the Potawatomi history and help
develop their village.
3. He suggests working on attracting hotels near the Century
Center.

Comment noted.

20 Apr 15 Nathan Williams

1. As a resident of South Bend and surrounding communities,
he has seen the great impact the Pokagon Band has had on the
community. But he has also seen the poverty that afflicts
South Bend.
2. He opposes any business operation that makes its income
on preying on vulnerable ones who suffer from gambling
compulsions.

Please see Sections 3.11 and 4.11.3 for a discussion of environmental
justice issues, poverty levels, and potential social costs associated with
gambling.

20 Apr 15 Ralph Jernigan
1. He says if you build the casino people will come. He is in
support of the project because the jobs it will create will help
many people.

Comment noted.

20 Apr 15 Sarah Brazie
1. She is in support of the Pokagon Band and their project
because it will be a great presence in the area and bring in
greatly needed jobs.

Comment noted.

20 Apr 15 Tommy E Geairn III

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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20 Apr 15 William Rohman

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. He also says that they have broken their promise that they
had no initial intentions to build a casino.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Additionally, four
alternatives were considered and analyzed in the FEIS and the Preferred
Alternative most adequately addresses and fulfills the Pokagon Band's
purpose and need, which is described in detail in Section 1.0.

20 Apr 15 Yvonne Mahan
1. She is in favor of the proposal and thinks it will help
everyone concerned.

Comment noted.

20 Apr 15 Cynthia Haas

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Davy Lynn Troxel

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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21 Apr 15
Douglas and Pamela
Carr

1. They are strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. They say there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Harriet Lucille Miller

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15
James
Kuhlenschmidt

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, increased addictive behavior, increased number of
people below the poverty level, lower property values, traffic
congestion, and closure of integral small businesses in the
community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Please also see
Sections 3.11 and 4.11.3 for a discussion of poverty levels and potential
social costs associated with gambling.

21 Apr 15 Jane White Stevens

1. She is strongly opposed to the project and believes that it
would harm the quality of life for those living in Michiana due
to increased crime, lower property values, traffic congestion,
and closure of integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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21 Apr 15 Jerry Janowski

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15
John and Gloria
Granger

1. They are strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. They say there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 John Gaski

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Judy Dillon

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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21 Apr 15 Lisa Yanzer

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Lori Gidman

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Richard Klee

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

21 Apr 15 Sherry Zhong

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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22 Apr 15 Michael Hebbeler

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

22 Apr 15 Allison Ciraulo

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

22 Apr 15 Bill W. Chu

1. He is strongly opposed to the casino project.
2. He cites a study on the loss of local businesses from
competition.
3. Lifetime costs of a pathological and problem gambler are in
the tens of thousands of dollars.
4. According to Iowa Great Plains Business & Economics
Conference, retail sales in cities without casinos grew more
than 5 times faster than sales in cities with casinos.

Please see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors, and
Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling. Also please see Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of
the direct, indirect, and induced economic impacts (output, employment
and earnings) anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.

22 Apr 15 Bobbie Leland

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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22 Apr 15 Claire Fyrqvist

1. She strongly opposes the casino and believes it will increase
crime and prostitution.
2. She believes that casinos depend on and encourage
addictions which are bad for the community.
3. She suggests finding alternative developments to help both
the Pokagon and the community.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling. Four alternatives were considered
and analyzed in the FEIS and the Preferred Alternative most adequately
addresses and fulfills the Pokagon Band's purpose and need, which is
described in detail in Section 1.0.

22 Apr 15 Danile S Martens

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

22 Apr 15 Leslie Catt

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

23 Apr 15 Aimee Shelide Mayer

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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23 Apr 15 Dan Wollmann

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

23 Apr 15
David Garrett
Dunnington

1. He opposes the casino and suggests finding a more
progressive idea for development in order to raise funds and
business.
2. He says the casino shouldn't be built near the Rum Village
Nature Reservation as it will upset the quality and deter the
wildlife already there.

Please see Section 1.0 for a description of the purpose and need for the
proposed action. Please also see Sections 3.5.4, 4.5.3, 5.5.1 and 5.5.2 for
a description of existing wildlife and TE species, impacts to wildlife and TE
species, and potential mitigation measures to protect wildlife and TE
species.

23 Apr 15 John Boughton

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

23 Apr 15 Meredyth Wollman

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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24 Apr 15
Gerri L. Davis Parker
and James Parker

1. They are an immediate neighbor to the proposed site. They
say their family plans to stay on the land, and they fully
support the project.
2. They point out that gambling is legal in Indiana, and you
shouldn't restrict people access to something legal.
3. They say this is the first constructive and positive project for
the area in several decades. They believe that the Pokagon
Band will be a strong voice for the neighborhood and will
protect and improve quality of life and property values.

Comment noted.

24 Apr 15 Lynn Mlnier
1. She supports the project and looks forward to having the
casino in her neighborhood.

Comment noted.

24 Apr 15 Michael Thompson

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

24 Apr 15 Rikki Thompson

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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25 Apr 15 Paul Sidorowicz

1. He complains that people from more well to do areas of the
county are making negative comments (regarding crime and
property taxes) about a casino being built in an area of town
that they know nothing about
2. He also claims that a couple of politicians on both political
sides are trying to block the casino because of ties to the
casinos in the neighboring area.
3. He is in full support of building housing, shops, hotel, and
casino.

Comment noted.

25 Apr 15 Raquel Falk

1. She, as a tenant of the Catholic Worker, is opposed to the
project because she thinks it would undo the work of hers and
other organizations that try to assist the poor and addicted
people of the area.
2. She respects the Pokagon Band, but thinks a casino is
counter productive. She suggests building anything but a
casino, and she specifically suggests possibly building up a
cottage industry, a community center, or an outdoor education
area.

Please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental justice
concerns and an analysis of potential social costs associated with
gambling. Four alternatives were considered and analyzed in the FEIS and
the Preferred Alternative most adequately addresses and fulfills the
Pokagon Band's purpose and need, which is described in detail in Section
1.0.

26 Apr 15 Carl Hetler

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased crime
and poverty, lower property values, and closure of integral
small businesses in the community.
2. He says that they will suffer the negative consequences of
having a casino but are unlikely to see any financial benefits,
and that there are better ways to support local tribes.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
Also, please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for environmental
justice concerns and an analysis of potential social costs associated with
gambling. See Section 4.7.3 for a discussion of the direct, indirect, and
induced economic impacts (output, employment and earnings)
anticipated from the Preferred Alternative.
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26 Apr 15 Joan Stroup

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She indicates that broken homes and broken lives result
from gambling, two elected officials have fallen in disgrace
because of gambling habits, and children get neglected by
parents with gambling addictions; she does not what this type
of establishment in their community.
3. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Also, please see
Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling.

26 Apr 15 John W. Boyer

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.
3. He asks if the property on which the casino sits will be taken
off the tax rolls. He is concerned about the steadily declining
tax base in South Bend because of the loss of tax paying
properties to non profits and government groups.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion. Also, please see
Section 4.7.3.6 for a discussion of fiscal effects anticipated from the
Preferred Alternative.

26 Apr 15 Mary Ann Wilson

1. She supports improving the quality of life for the Pokagon
Band, but opposes the casino as a means to accomplish that.
2. She suggests building alternative developments instead that
will not produce the negative impacts associated with a casino.

Four alternatives were considered and analyzed in the FEIS and the
Preferred Alternative most adequately addresses and fulfills the Pokagon
Band's purpose and need, which is described in detail in Section 1.0. Also,
please see Sections 3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential
social costs associated with gambling.
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26 Apr 15 Rhonda Richards

1. She is in favor of all tribal development except for the
casino.
2. She says the area is already filled with casinos.
3. She says a casino will have a negative effect on the
community, generate false hope among residents, and will not
increase tribal/cultural values.
4. She is concerned with the local water table. She cites
flooding issues caused after the construction/closing of the
ethanol plant across from the casino; she is worried about the
effects that the casino will have on the water table.

Please see Section 3.7.3.6 for a summary of the market analysis used to
determine the need/demand for a casino in this region, and Sections
3.11.5, 4.7.3.5, and 4.11.3 for an analysis of potential social costs
associated with gambling. Additionally, please see Section 4.3.3.2 for a
discussion of groundwater quantity and quality.

26 Apr 15
Bob and Faith
Kronewitter

1. As a Pokagon Band member, they are in support of the new
casino, housing, and medical facilities that will be built.
2. They say it is time their lands be restored to them.

Comment noted.

27 Apr 15 Brent Bach

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

27 Apr 15 Catherine Toppel

1. She is in favor of the project and the jobs that will be
created.
2. She says that the people who work at the Four Winds Casino
that she has talked to, love their job and make a good wage.

Comment noted.

27 Apr 15 John Fyrqvist

1. He is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. He says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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27 Apr 15 Rosie McCormick
1. She fully supports the Pokagon Band's efforts to restore the
land to its natural condition.

Comment noted.

27 Apr 15 Unknown Name
1. He/she fully supports the Pokagon Band in restoring their
land in South Bend, IN

Comment noted.

28 Apr 15 Bill W. Chu

1. He opposes the tribal casino and suggests that there are
several forms of poverty brought on by casinos, not just
monetary.
2. He uses historical accounts from the colonial times that say
gambling was the reason the colonies were unsustainable
independently in the eyes of the crown.

Please see Sections 3.11 and 4.11.3 for a discussion of poverty levels and
potential social costs associated with gambling.

28 Apr 15 Laura Meek

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.

29 Apr 15 Ruth Banner

1. She is strongly opposed to the project due to increased
crime, lower property values, traffic congestion, and closure of
integral small businesses in the community.
2. She says there should be more than one meeting and they
should be all around the area of Michiana.

Please see Sections 3.9.5 and 4.9.3 for an analysis of law enforcement
and crime; see Section 4.7.3.3 for analysis of the housing market; see
Sections 3.8.1, 4.8.3, and 5.8.1 for analysis and mitigation of traffic
impacts; and see Section 4.11.3 regarding utilization of local vendors.
South Bend was chosen for the public meeting because it represented a
central location in the project vicinity. The NEPA process has been
followed in which a scoping meeting and public meeting were scheduled
and properly advertised in advance of FEIS completion.
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22 Apr 15
and 26 Apr
15

Sherri Tuttle

1. She is opposed to the project on the grounds of the effects
of poverty due to gambling.
2. She has seen the effects of poverty on children through
teaching at the Special Education Department of Brandywine
Elementary School. She says "the poverty was physical,
economic, and spiritual, born out of alcohol abuse, drug abuse,
sexual abuse, and gambling mostly lottery tickets and late
night card parties in local bars."
3. She also says that the gains do not outweigh the losses,
poverty, and cost to the welfare system that a casino creates.

Please see Sections 3.11 and 4.11 for a discussion of poverty levels and
potential social costs associated with gambling.

Joe Sniadecki
1. He says they are excited about the casino and that it should
bring a lot of business opportunities and revenue to the
community.

Comment noted.

Mr. & Mrs. Rick
Horvath

1. They support the development because it will increase the
aesthetics of the area over the existing trailer court.

Comment noted.

Ryan Ross
1. He is in favor of the casino and believes it will bring a lot of
jobs.

Comment noted.

Stahley Hawrocki 1. He says that more jobs are a plus. Comment noted.

Trent Malling
1. He says build it to create jobs and generate revenue for the
community.

Comment noted.

Anonymous
1. Please use some of the funds to help the South Bend
Schools.

Comment noted. Please see Section 3.7.1.2 for a description of existing
regional economic and fiscal resources, and Section 4.7.3.6 for a
description of proposed fiscal effects from the Preferred Alternative.

Barbara Murphy
1. She says she would like to know exactly where this casino is
being built because she needs a part time job.

Please see Section 2.2 for description and maps of the proposed project
location.

Thomas Singleton
1. He says he thinks a casino would benefit the community as
far as taxes, tourists, and attracting people to South Bend.

Comment noted.

Kirk Dowllhour 1. He supports the casino and the jobs it will bring. Comment noted.
Marge Wilson 1. She supports the casino and the jobs it will bring. Comment noted.

Brian L. Krieg
1. He supports the casino and the jobs for the workers building
and operating the casino.
2. He suggests that the majority of people support the project.

Comment noted.
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Steve Whetstone
1. He says he would love to see the casino built, and he thinks
it would be a great impact on our community.

Comment noted.

Michael Leda

1. He comments on the character of the band, saying that they
are good neighbors, take care of their employees, the project
will bring construction jobs to the area, and that they help the
community by giving back.

Comment noted.

Kevin Wilds
1. He says the project is a great boost for the economy and
schools.

Comment noted.

Bryce Cramer

1. He is looking forward to spending time there on the
weekends.
2. He also sees lots of potential for job opportunities for family
and friends.

Comment noted.

Claire Guy
1. She says the project will be great for the community in the
form of new jobs.
2. She says this will provide entertainment for the community.

Comment noted.

William Lee Daniel
1. He thinks that it would create more jobs, and bring
prosperity to the county.

Comment noted.

Drew Corzett
1. He says it will add great jobs and opportunities and benefit
the surrounding area.

Comment noted.

Jessica Fowler
1. She says every time she visits the Four Winds casino, the
staff is great, the place is clean, and the food is excellent.

Comment noted.

Tim Firestone
1. He says the Pokagon Band have been excellent partners in
the community and the casino project will be a blessing to the
community.

Comment noted.

Michael Goepfrich
1. He says the project is a great idea for the area, will keep the
town busy and happy, and will bring more jobs to the city.

Comment noted.

Ben Mesaros

1. He says this village will be a terrific addition to the
community.
2. He cites that the Pokagon Band have been extremely
generous in the community.
3. He says the project will generate jobs.

Comment noted.
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1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 8:00 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: I Oppose the Michiana Casino Plan

On Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 3:41 PM, Carole "Kelly" Havens <ckellyhavens@yahoo.com> wrote: 
I oppose the proposed casino in South Bend. 

I understand why we long ago made Indian reservations independent of US laws, but I do not see why we 
now  let today's Native Americans buy up land and then lable it sovereign territory to defy existing laws. 

I  believe the evidence is pretty clear that the presence of a casino tends to raise crime, including drugs and 
prostitution, in the neighborhoods around the casino.  South Bend has spent decades trying to overcome such 
problems. At some level the city may look forward to the income, but I believe its overall image and 
marketability would be hurt greatly by the increase in crime that would accompany it.

Carole "Kelly" Havens 
12032 Timberline Trace N. 
Granger, IN 46530 
Se. Joe County taxpayer 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 8:01 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino in South Bend

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <karenparker150@comcast.net>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 11:28 AM 
Subject: Casino in South Bend 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

the last thing this area needs is another Casino.  As if we don't have enough problems, you want to 
add gambling to the mix.  We need good manufacturing jobs, not betting parlors. 

Enough is enough.

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 8:00 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Pokagon Band casino proposal

I will forward these as I receive them for the admin record. 

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Thomas Morris <topash@embarqmail.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 13, 2015 at 10:00 PM 
Subject: Pokagon Band casino proposal 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

I fully support the casino plan for the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi at South Bend.  The jobs are badly needed. 

Thomas Morris 

63465 Pecan Road 

North Liberty, IN 46554 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

L-125



1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 12:01 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: I Oppose the Michiana Casino Plan

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: bobmoore <bobmoore@maplenet.net>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2015 at 10:57 AM 
Subject: I Oppose the Michiana Casino Plan 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

I grew up in Brigantine, NJ, a small town on the next island north of Atlantic City.  During those years there 
were no casinos in AC, and the main businesses related to the beaches - sun tan lotion, salt water taffy, Miss 
America Pageant parade, fishing, boating, water skiing, sailing, restaurantering, conventions, hotels and the 
like.  It was a simple town, with some poverty and some nightlife, but mostly it was a wholesome place to raise 
a family. 

Then the mob brought in gambling.  Some of our best friends stood against the introduction of gambling and 
were targeted - One outstanding man, Wally Holst, president of our local board of education in Brigantine, was 
executed in his AC  jewelry store execution style.  Another pillar of the community John Rogee (who served as 
mayor for years) was falsely sued until he was driven out of a successful reality business.  My 7th grade teacher 
Sam Damore did contracting and construction in the summers, and over several years built a motel at the 
causeway running from AC to Brigantine. It was condemned by the mob and the very same property became 
Harrah's Resort, leaving my teacher penniless.   And there are many more stories like this.  Clearly gambling 
brought an evil influence with it. 

My parents saw the impact, and sold our home to escape the moral degradation that ensued.  And as I 
occasionally touch back to my roots, I see the great wisdom in their decision. 

The great hotels were converted into casinos.  The casinos were corrupt.  The greed that drives gambling 
replaced the sun and sand theme of the city, and the tourists were of a different sort. Prices and salaries 
skyrocketed, but suddenly the back streets were littered with the homeless, indigent and prostitute.  AC was no 
longer a place for a family to take a refreshing summer vacation - Instead the driven gambler and the high roller 
dominated the scene. 

Then the economy faltered, and in the recent years half of the great hotel/casinos have closed.  A city that 
weathered the Great Depression failed to weather the minor ripples of the economy.  It is now, like Detroit, a 
failed city, all because it drew evil to its heart. 

Do not let this happen to my new home here in Michiana.  Our climate is wholesome here, albeit difficult for 
many.  Manufacturing is good honest work.  Gambling s not. 

Yours truly, 

Bob Moore 

L-126



2

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2015 4:02 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nancy Wait <nancywait@fredericktool.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2015 at 3:01 PM 
Subject: Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

We are not in favor of a casino in either Elkhart or St. Joseph county.

Jack & Nancy Wait 

Frederick Tool Corp. 

24615 County Road 45, Ste. 4 

Elkhart, IN  46516 

574-295-6700

www.FrederickTool.com

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2015 7:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: CASINO

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nancy Brasseur <nansea7779@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Mar 16, 2015 at 11:36 PM 
Subject: CASINO 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

DEAR SCOTT 

I BELIEVE IN STRONG FAMILY STRUCTURE AND FAMILY EVENTS.................SOUTH BEND DOES 
NOT NEED A CASINO AND I STRONGLY OPPOSE IT. 

THE PEOPLE WHO GAMBLE ARE MANY TIMES THE ONES THAT CAN'T AFFORD TO GAMBLE. 

I ALSO FEEL IT WOULD HURT SMALL BUSINESSES. 

SOUTH BEND HAS ENOUGH PROBLEMS TO SOLVE AND A CASINO IS NOT THE WAY TO 
IMPROVE THE COMMUNITY.  IF PEOPLE REALLY WANT TO GAMBLE THEY DON'T HAVE TO GO 
FAR SUCH AS MICHIGAN CITY AND I BELIEVE NEW BUFFALO..... 

A CASINO IS THE LAST THING SOUTH BEND NEEDS..........WE NEED TO BE A WHOLESOME 
COMMUNITY AND NOT BRING EVIL DEEDS THIS WAY. 

THANK YOU, 
NANCY BRASSEUR 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2015 12:23 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: proposed South Bend IN Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gail Nero <gnlookinup@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Mar 19, 2015 at 8:29 AM 
Subject: proposed South Bend IN Casino 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Doig:

The proposed South Bend Casino is a bad idea. This area is currently a quiet residential and agricultural area, and should be maintained as 
such. 
Many studies have shown that bringing a casino to an established area increases drug use and crime, fosters gambling addiction, reduces 
home values, and in no way, improves the local area.  
In fact, even I was surprised when I searched for information regarding this issue online! The ONLY positive article regarding building
casinos in established areas is published by the casino industry--and even they had to admit that "crime might slightly increase"! As if that 
should be okay with anyone! 

This is not okay. Please keep these facts in mind! All are easily proven by a quick online search. 

Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, 
Gail Nero 
South Bend IN 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 20, 2015 7:57 AM
To: Rodney Phillipe; Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Re: interested party---POKAGON development in south bend Indiana

Mr. Phillpe, 
We will be glad to add you to the interested parties list.  Here is a link to the documents that are publicly 
available at this time:  Kirsten will you please add him to your list also. 

http://pokagonsouthbendeis.com/

If you need anything further please let me know. 

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
612-725-4514

On Thu, Mar 19, 2015 at 10:58 AM, Rodney Phillipe <rphillipe@majesticstar.com> wrote: 

Dear Mr. Doig, 

Can you please add me to the email distribution for parties interested in the development of the POKAGON 
casino in South bend , Indiana. 

Also, what public documents are available on the status of this development and the timing as to when it will 
come on line? 

Rodney W. Phillipe 

General Counsel 

Majestic Star Casino, LLC. 

One Buffington Harbor Drive 

Gary, Indiana 46406 
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Direct (219)977-7081 

Mobile (630)808-0985 

rphillipe@majesticstar.com

This Internet message may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and exempt from 
disclosure. It is intended for use only by the person to whom it is addressed. If you have received this 
in error, please (1) do not forward or use this information in any way; and (2) contact me immediately.

Neither this information block, the typed name of the sender, nor anything else in this message is 
intended to constitute an electronic signature unless a specific statement to the contrary is included in 
this message.

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 7:36 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: No to a casino in South Bend

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: lsmojj2MichaelOJ <lsmojj2@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 21, 2015 at 3:03 PM 
Subject: No to a casino in South Bend 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

this follows my first email I have no casino my name is Michael Jenkins I live in 52 145 Ash Road Granger 
Indiana 46530 my phone number is 574 340 3022 thank you 

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S®4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 23, 2015 7:37 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Potawatomi casino plans South Bend Indiana

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: lsmojj2MichaelOJ <lsmojj2@yahoo.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 21, 2015 at 3:00 PM 
Subject: Potawatomi casino plans South Bend Indiana 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

a casino here in South Bend would be a tremendous drain on our economy we know this from all the other 
casinos that have gone before. Each casino will have a positive economic impact for the first few years but then 
negative impact thereafter. One example is the blue chip casino in Michigan City. The first two years it had a 
positive impact of 2.4, at the six year the economic impact was a negative 11. This is a threshold of an area 
being in a recession. The news media in our area has only shown positive things, one comment negative and all 
the rest positive. they seem to have a biased for casinos as do our politicians because of the money they will 
receive however, our economy and the people here in South Bend will pay the highest price. A poor econome. 
Please say No to any type of casinos. 

Sent via the Samsung GALAXY S®4, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2015 7:36 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: RE Casino in South Bend/Elkhart

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: jake teshka <jtesh21@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2015 at 7:25 PM 
Subject: RE Casino in South Bend/Elkhart 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Mr. Doig,

The only place that casinos have ever worked as a positive economic development strategy is Las Vegas and 
that is because the city was built on casinos - casinos came first and it became a destination. 

However, out here in the rest of the country, study after study shows that casinos are terrible for communities 
like ours.

If you live within 10 miles of a casino, you chances of becoming a problem gambler doubles. And casinos prey 
on problem gamblers deriving over 50% of their revenue from those classified as problem gamblers. The BIA's 
report last week even spoke to this:  

"A comprehensive review conducted by Williams et al. (2011) indicated that one of the main negative impacts 
of casino introduction is in fact an increase in problem gambling, and its related issues such as bankruptcy, 
divorce, domestic violence, suicide, and crime." 

Indeed, statistics show that areas with casinos typically see a spike in crime of up to 10%. This puts more of a 
burden on local law enforcement and given the fact that we can't tax a tribal casino, a burden on taxpayers.

A study commissioned by the National Association of Realtors concluded that casino's have an "unambiguously 
negative" effect on home values and another study conducted by the University of Illinois found that major 
consumer businesses avoid areas with casinos like they would high crime areas. Just look at Atlantic City, the 
legalized gambling as economic development model failed miserably.  

Within months of Atlantic City casinos opening, local restaurants, bars and other entertainment venues began 
closing their doors. And now, the casino industry is failing there and the state is propping it up with tax dollars. 

These things are completely destructive to local economies and have devastating social impacts. 

Then, look at the location of the South Bend site. Right smack dab in the middle of a neighborhood. There are 
houses all around the site and multiple churches within walking distance. Rum Village Park is less than a mile 
away. The increased traffic, crime, demand on sewer system and water table, etc. will take a working/working 
poor neighborhood and make it worse. It will be like Detroit where there's an old abandoned or burnt out 
building right next to this large beautiful casino.
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A casino in North Central Indiana is a horrible idea. I would be perfectly fine with the tribe building housing 
and a medical facility and even a strip mall or other family oriented entertainment facility. In fact, I would 
would welcome that. But a casino is not the answer.  

Sincerely,

Jacob Teshka

--
Jacob Teshka 
574-386-1224

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 2:36 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: South Bend Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Richard Pfeil <rjp@pfeilinc.com>
Date: Tue, Mar 24, 2015 at 9:11 AM 
Subject: South Bend Casino 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Scott - The Potawatomi's are making millions at their very large "Four Winds Casino” only 39 miles from South 
Bend, so the tribe hardly needs an added facility in our area! They also are saturating the area with another 
casino in Dowagiac, which is only 21 miles from South Bend. Federal data indicates for every one  (1) $ a 
casino brings to an area , it removes three (3) $ from  its  customers. In addition: gambling addiction, white 
collar crime, deterioration of the neighborhood, and "a tax on the poor " are well documented effects of local 
gambling .  

For all these documented reasons, I urge your rejection of an additional Casino in our area.

Dick

Richard J. Pfeil  

President, Pfeil Inc.    

--
Scott Doig 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
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612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 7:47 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino in St. Joe County

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Susan Daniels <scdaniels.ok@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Mar 28, 2015 at 9:11 PM 
Subject: Casino in St. Joe County 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

I am very concerned that a casino would bring great detriment and 
worsen the economic situation in our county.  Although some 
casinos bring in some revenues, there is sufficient research to show 
that they are also accompanied by increases in many negative 
societal factors. 

I am certain that our area does not have enough citizens of means 
to support such a facility, and it will largely be supported by people 
who can least afford it.   This will lead to a host of social ills, not the 
proposed benefits. 

There are several casinos within easy driving distance, why it is 
believed that the community  will support more?  A casino is a 
business that is run on people's financial losses.  How is this really a
benefit to the people of our community?? 
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I would be interested in anything I can do--- meetings to attend, 
petitions to sign, whatever I can do to prevent this from coming to 
our community. 

Sincerely,
Susan Daniels 
1314 Huffman Dr. 
South Bend,  46614  
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, March 30, 2015 7:48 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: proposed South Bend casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mike Howard <mhoward@midwestconstructorsllc.com>
Date: Fri, Mar 27, 2015 at 12:12 PM 
Subject: proposed South Bend casino 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

Mr. Doig, 

While it is still very early in the process, we at Midwest Constructors LLC would like to offer you construction 
estimating and budgeting for your South Bend project.  Many times we are able to save owners a great deal of 
money by suggesting to the owner and architect construction and design suggestions.  If this is something you 
would like to explore, please reach out to me. 

I look forward to your reply. 

Mike Howard 

Director of Business Development 

Midwest Constructors, LLC 

600 Kentucky Avenue 
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Indianapolis, IN  46225 

317-784-6400 (Office) 

317-354-3777 (Cell) 

mhoward@midwestconstructorsllc.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 9:47 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Amanda Nero <gracestrikes@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 4, 2015 at 1:09 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Amanda Nero 
25376 Alfonsa Drive 
South Bend, Indiana 46619 
(770)891-2349
gracestrikes@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 9:15 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gail Nero <gnlookinup@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 4, 2015 at 11:21 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Doig: 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime, including gambling addiction and drug use 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of local businesses 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any financial benefit. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Gail Nero 
25376 Alfonsa Dr 
South Bend, Indiana 46619 
(770)891-0547
gnlookinup@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 9:48 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Christopher Wellin <Kwellin@att.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 9:45 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Christopher Wellin 
19431 Edinburgh Drive 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)303-4852
Kwellin@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 9:52 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: David Bertoncini <dbertoncini@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 7, 2015 at 7:05 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

As a family physician, I know that bringing in gambling addiction through this casino is not the solution to our 
communities problems, whether economic or social. There is a reason why Las Vegas leads the nation in 
foreclosures, and the experiment of legalized unfettered gambling is a failure. 
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I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

David Bertoncini 
4113 Ryecrest Dr 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
(574)255-1190
dbertoncini@sbcglobal.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 9:09 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal Village-Casino Project

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ann Divine <adivine@nd.edu>
Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 2:22 PM 
Subject: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal Village-Casino Project 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Dear Scott,
I would like to indicate my hearty support of the proposed Pokagon Tribal Village in South Bend. For three
years, my organization, the Fischoff National Chamber Music Association, has been receiving generous grants
from The Pokagon Fund. This has been in support of Fischoff’s community education programs, which we have
taken to New Buffalo schools as well as schools in the South Bend area. We just completed an Arts in
Education Residency, March 22 26, that reached 2,336 children and youth in South Bend schools and after school
programs with world class music performances. That wouldn’t have been possible without the help of The Pokagon
Fund.

While I am not a gaming person, I realize that casino funding is essential for Native American people to
provide services for tribal constituents. I have been to Four Winds Casino twice in connection with the
Pokagon Fund activities, and I am always impressed by the facility and overall vibe of the place. It’s very safe,
clean and state of the art. The additional benefit of social services and health care offered to local
Potawatomi tribal members is also a wonderful addition.

All best wishes as the plans progress,

Ann Divine
Executive Director
Fischoff National Chamber Music Association
303 Brownson Hall
Notre Dame, IN 46556
Phone: 574 631 0984
Fax: 574 631 2903
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 9:09 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Christopher Lovejoy <drackoegutt@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 10:35 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Christopher Lovejoy 
1908 1/2 Liberty Drive 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545 
(574)339-3112
drackoegutt@yahoo.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:26 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gerald and Ellen Stanley <egstanley@fourway.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 7:14 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig and 
Dear Pokagon Band Elders and People, 

We welcome you to live among us as neighbors and friends. Our hope is that you will prosper and grow in 
building health and real strength in your community and loved ones. 

Please do not build a casino on your land—especially here in St. Joseph County or Elkhart County. It is not 
healthy or wise to many of us. Here is why: 

(1) A casino partners with a “rob you” mentality. 
Most people come hoping to win—but most will lose money.  

(2) You understand the letdown of false hopes. Poor people and their families often become victims of false 
hopes. A casino can cause funds needed for food and health and lodging to go to a “false hope game” instead of 
family help. 

(3) Crime increases as much as 10% in areas with casinos.* 

(4) Living within 10 miles of a casino doubles chances of becoming a problem gambler.** 

(5) 20% of Gamblers Anonymous members report gambling-related divorces, separations. * Family 
breakdowns increase economic and emotional struggles. 

(6) A casino will take money out of our local economy and hurt families that are already struggling. 
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A casino can bring a “trail of tears” to people here. We don’t think that is your heart or plan. 

Please consider building another form of business that would bring health and vitality to the community—and 
that would prosper your people in a way that brings honor. 

We wish you could build a family recreation center, a smaller version of Disney World with some all-year-
round opportunities (indoor rides, etc.). There could be murals and stories of Indians that bring value and 
respect. Do something new and creative and life-giving! 

Again, we ask you--please do not partner with a “robbing spirit” to harm our community. Behind the scenes, 
crime grows because people want to win—and become very frustrated with what does not work. Please do not 
selfishly build just to make money or a fast buck in a way that robs people. We would all lose. You will be wise 
to reconsider plans. We believe the elders and honest people of the Pokagon Band have the wisdom to do better.

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into careful consideration. 
All we want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you, 

Gerald and Ellen Stanley 
59766 Beech Rd., Osceola, Indiana 46561 

* U.S. International Gambling Report, Kintz 
** Why Casinos Matter—31 Evidence-Based Propositions from the Health and Social Services.

Gerald and Ellen Stanley 
59766 Beech Rd 
Oscola, Indiana 46561 
(574)633-4086
egstanley@fourway.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 9:53 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Concerns regarding Tribal Village and Casino, City of South Bend, IN
Attachments: Pokagon-Band-4-7-15.PDF

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ellen Stanley <egstanley@fourway.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 8, 2015 at 8:29 PM 
Subject: Concerns regarding Tribal Village and Casino, City of South Bend, IN 
To: Scott.doig@bia.gov

Dear Scott, 

We have attached a copy of a signed letter to the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi  with our respect and 
concerns.

This letter has also been mailed to their office in Mishawaka. 

Thank you for your careful consideration of our deep concerns here.   We live about 20 minutes 
(driving time) from South Bend, and 10 minutes from the property in Elkhart. 

Sincerely,
Gerald and Ellen Stanley 
Osceola, IN
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 9:08 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Gligur Georgiefski <georgiefski@att.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2015 at 1:12 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Gligur Georgiefski 
59410 ireland ridge ct 
south bend, indiana 46614 
(574)220-7225
georgiefski@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 8:31 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: James OBrien <jamesobrienesq@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2015 at 6:33 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am strongly opposed to the tribal casino that is going to be built near South Bend (and to any other casino - not 
just tribal ones - being built near South Bend). 

I believe that there is a strong correlation between gambling and an increase in the number of bankruptcies in a 
community as well as the increase in the number of people using government assistance.  

I would also like to ask that you delay your action and have extra meetings around our community. I live in 
Granger and have heard very little about this project until recently. It would be beneficial to have a meeting in 
Mishawaka, Granger, and Plymouth. 

Thank you. 

Jamie O'Brien

James OBrien 
15822 Cedar Ridge Court 
Granger, Indiana 46530 
(574)532-6860
jamesobrienesq@yahoo.com

L-159



1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 8:37 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Gaski <jgaski@nd.edu>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2015 at 3:09 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

John Gaski 
1951 New London Ct. 
South Bend, IN 46637 
(574)631-5266
jgaski@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 09, 2015 8:39 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Ericson <kandlericson@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 9, 2015 at 3:45 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Lisa Ericson 
59307 White Cloud Circle 
South Bend, In 46614 
(574)234-4131
kandlericson@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Dr. John Toepp <dr.toepp@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 8:23 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you. 
Dr. John B. Toepp 

Oliver Davis is only concerned about his district and not of the whole of St. Joseph County. this is being rushed 
through and I find this whole matter unconsconscionable.

Dr. John Toepp 
63991 Miami Rd. 
South Bend, Indiana 46614 
(574)291-3181
dr.toepp@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kathleen Maloney <kathleen.maloney.17@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 7:56 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Kathleen Maloney 
528 Webster St 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545 
(574)255-6038
kathleen.maloney.17@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:12 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kathryn Screes <kbscrees@att.net>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 8:34 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Kathryn Screes 
52066 Post Tavern Trl. 
Granger, IN 46530-9270 
(574)272-1770
kbscrees@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:13 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: kyle sarber <kpsarber@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 5:34 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

kyle sarber 
1736 Lincolnway East 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
(574)255-4678
kpsarber@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:13 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Marie Manczunski <mmanczun@att.net>
Date: Fri, Apr 10, 2015 at 8:08 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

My husband & I own a home on South Meade St. near the proposed casino. We believe a casino so close by 
would not only increase crime and traffic in the surrounding area but would also be detrimental to our property 
value.

We want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer 
the negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, We call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our 
area, not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all 
concerned residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a 
short 45-day comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and our request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.
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Marie Manczunski 
19636 Southland Ave. 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)231-9160
mmanczun@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:11 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino in South Bend

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: william gates <wcgates49@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 11, 2015 at 8:47 PM 
Subject: Casino in South Bend 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Dear Mr Doig, 

I am writing concerning the proposed casino in South Bend.  I will not be able to attend the hearing on April 
14th.  My family owns the Gates Automotive dealerships in South Bend, Mishawaka, and Granger and employs 
over 200 people in the community.  We have been in business in the area since 1928.  I have always loved our 
community and what it has to offer.
It's a great place to raise and family and run a business.  

I'm writing to express my concern over having another casino in our area. The argument is usually that a casino 
is good for the local economy and that is creates good jobs.  The fact is that casinos and gambling really destroy 
people and erase hope and ambition in our community.  The casino replaces hope with a fraudulent hope that 
only brings more need and hurt to people.  The poor are always the ones who are victimized as their desperation 
is cultivated into an addiction.  The people who can least afford it are victimized and as a result many families 
suffer and are destroyed.  It saddens me that politicians usually propose a casino as a cure for an ailing 
economy. That is a weak argument.  

I have nothing against Native Americans but I feel this is a bad deal for them and for our community.  When 
our community is hit with these negative effects from casinos we all suffer, families and businesses, churches 
and schools.  Please don't let the casino come to South Bend.  The so-called "house" is the only one that 
wins.  Thanks for listening. 

Sincerely,

William Gates 
Owner
Gates Automotive Group 
(Gates Toyota, Gates Chevy World, Gates of Granger)

--
Bill Gates
574-360-8305 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:10 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Cal Kasufman <calkaufman7@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 12, 2015 at 7:40 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Cal Kasufman 
414 Gra Roy Dr 
Goshen, IN 46526 
(574)537-8002
calkaufman7@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 7:10 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Boyer <molehole1981@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 12, 2015 at 1:34 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

As a small business owner, I have talked with a small business owner in Mt. Pleasant, MI who tells me that she 
has closed her shop because of the opening of a casino built in her community a few years ago.  

For many years, the City of South Bend has tried to attract small businesses - retail and restaurants in the 
downtown and East Bank Village areas. I'm afraid if the casino is built, all of our efforts will be for naught.  

These past 10 years have been difficult enough for us - we do not need such a competitor for hard earned 
taxpayers dollars 
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Gambling is the most insidious tax that can be levied upon citizens - most of whom can least afford it. 

Thank you. 

John Boyer

John Boyer 
702 E Jefferson, The Mole Hole of South Bend 
South Bend, Indiana 46617 
(574)232-8488
molehole1981@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:23 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: No to casino.

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Barry Baumbaugh <Barry.W.Baumbaugh.1@nd.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2015 at 2:47 PM 
Subject: No to casino. 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Dear Sir, 
   I am opposed to the Potawatami Casino. My reason is that I do not believe we should be granting sovereign 
Land to any group that doesn't already have it. It may be that the land was taken from the Indians long ago, but 
by the same token should we not allow the British the same power in the North East? If they want sovereign 
land then make it truly sovereign. Fence it in and make those entering and exiting show passports and visas. 
  This is touchy feely non sense taken to an extreme. The Pokagan band has plenty of resources to provide for 
their tribal members as it is. This places an undo burden on the surrounding businesses, as they have to pay 
taxes, while the Indians do not. That creates an unfair advantage to tribal businesses, and a tax loss to the 
community.

Thank you 
Barry Baumbaugh
12032 Timberline Trace North
Granger, Indiana 46530 
574-272-7606
bbaumbau@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Indian Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John and Ramona Wilson <wilsonfirstfruits@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2015 at 2:19 PM 
Subject: Indian Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

I oppose an Indian Casino being built in South Bend, Indiana!!
Thank you

John and Ramona Wilson
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 13, 2015 8:08 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lou Witman <fisherwit@hotmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 13, 2015 at 7:03 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

Proposals forever advocating new revenue sources to cover spending never fix the problem, "spending-much of 
which is frivolous or cronyism". Revenue sources which bring added problems such as crime increases only 
exacerbate the situation; using up the fund increases and adding even more. More casinos is no panacea; just 
more problems. 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
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comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Lou Witman 
1640 Toledo Road 
Elkhart, Indiana 46516 
(574)214-5018
fisherwit@hotmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: missed comment

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <chrislovejoy@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 10:48 PM 
Subject: missed comment 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

I'm really sorry if my comment didn't get added to your table, I was trying to speak to several people 
and might of not turned my comment in. 

Alantic City, Hammond, East Chicago, Michigan City, Gary, Detroit are just a few cities that have NOT 
benefited from casinos.   There are several cities in the US that have tried to restore their economy by 
using casinos, but have created more poverty in doing so.   These cities have also been victims of wide 
scale corruption on behalf of local government from casinos paying off city officials.

I’m strongly opposed to the casino because I know Gambling doesn’t create any real  value.  People 
gamble their money without receiving any goods or services in return.  This gambling doesn’t create value 
or assets people can then use to grow their finances. It just creates shareholder wealth for the tribe.

Local businesses suffer because casinos extract money out of the local economy through predatory 
gambling.  

I’m in favor of welcoming the Pokagon Band to the area and hope they can build on to their nation by 
building support services for their members.  This is a great area to invest in, with a  bright future for 
development.  The tribe has really done a great job in protecting its members and providing for their well-
being by using gambling revenue they’ve collected at other casinos.  However, I’m opposed to the plans 
of the tribe wanting to build a casino in South Bend.

South Bend has really had some set-backs as a result of the great recession, and we Are just now starting
to see a few job opportunities open up, but the progress is fragile.  The building of a casino will create 
jobs in the area, and the tribe has been very generous by sharing their revenue with neighboring cities 
but the effect the casino would have on the nearby communities and local economies would not be in 
South Bend’s best interest.  
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Christopher Lovejoy
1908 1/2 Liberty Drive
Mishawaka, IN 46545
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:16 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Doug Carr <douglas_carr@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 1:33 PM 
Subject: Casino 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Dear Scott, 

Even though casino promoters suggest casinos are the panacea for economic and social 
woes, the opposite is true. 

Multiple studies show that casinos increase crime and decrease property values.  Any 
counselor or minister who works with gambling addicts or their families will testify to 
how destructive the gaming business is on health, wealth, family, and society as a 
whole.

I urge you to stand against a casino coming to the South Bend area. 

Sincerely,

Dr. Douglas Carr 

Setting Captives Free 
Doug Carr Freedom Ministries 

www.dougcarrfreedomministries.com 
FreedomMinister@yahoo.com  
His House Foursquare Church 

410 South Clay St. 
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Sturgis, Michigan 49091 
269-651-2437 office 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino in South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Edna Shetler <shetleredna@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 9:48 AM 
Subject: Casino in South Bend 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Scott, 

I plead with all those in leadership to take in consideration the harm gambling brings to the poor and to 
families.   

I plead with you all to not allow a place that would provide the addiction of gambling and bring harm to many 
individuals and families! 

To provide a place of gambling will encourage gambling and therefore provide a false hope for people!  

Thank you for considering my viewpoint, along with many more of the same opinion in our communities. I am 
praying for you in this decision.  God bless! 

Sincerely,
Edna
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:16 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: My voice to oppose Casino's in South Bend and Elkhart

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: JoAnn Richmond <gjr1430@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 1:01 PM 
Subject: My voice to oppose Casino's in South Bend and Elkhart 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Scott Doig, 

I believe that Casino's are a "vice that traps people" into addictions of gambling and how it robs them from 
living a wholesome lifestyle.  

I ask you to vote for a "balance of justice and integrity" for our communities and for the next generation to see 
good work ethics and not greed for money .

Thank you,
Jo Ann Richmond 
Resident of Indiana 
1430 Erwin Street 
Elkhart, IN 46514
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kevin Ericson <kandlericson@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 11:36 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Kevin Ericson 
59307 White Cloud Cir 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)234-4131
kandlericson@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:25 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Berrien County Commissioner Back in prison for Gambling Addiction Inspired 

Embezzelment

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Patrick Mangan <pmangan@firstresponsedrs.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 14, 2015 at 4:06 PM 
Subject: Berrien County Commissioner Back in prison for Gambling Addiction Inspired Embezzelment 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>
Cc: "Citizens for Community Values of Indiana (ccvi@att.net)" <ccvi@att.net>

To:  Mr. Scott Doig, Environmental Protection Specialist, Bureau of Indiana Affairs, Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Defending Liberty & Protecting the Family since 1995
Dear Mr. Doig,

I have been a resident of this community for more than 35 years since graduating from the University 
of Notre Dame.  My community service includes raising over $30 Million for charities and profamily 
causes.  I have received the Ernestine Raclin Community Leadership Award and the United Way 
Campaign Hero Award among many others. I was received and recognized at the White House for 
my decades of profamily work.  I have raised my children here and buried my beloved wife of 18 
years here when she was taken by Cancer at just 45. I have successfully fought to close or stop more 
than 30  strip clubs here -  including the one that was stopped right next door to the Casino in New 
Buffalo. I have testified as an expert witness to the harms of adult and regulated businesses on local 
communities before councils and commissions and the Indiana Association of Cities & Towns.
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In my work,  I have often seen the direct effects of public corruption. At one point South Bend’s South 
Gateway to the city had the highest concentration of pornography and adult business anywhere in the 
next 17 counties. Crime was high, property values were low and we suffered as the ‘porn-capitol of 
Michiana’.

A  former South Bend City Councilman was convicted of misappropriating $9.6 Million from the Bank 
where he was employed as a loan officer, because of an extortion scheme surrounding his activity at 
a local strip club. The 100 year old bank, Sobieski ultimately closed. He went to federal prison. It was 
traumatic for the Community, for his employer, for their shareholders, for him personally and for his 
family. Before that a sitting Sherriff was sent to prison for shaking down the local Madame who 
operated prostitution and strip joints. Public corruption is bad for business and bad for the community.

Just yesterday,  a County Commissioner from our neighboring county along the border in 
Michigan, where another Casino is located,  was re-arrested for violating his bond after 
pleading guilty to  embezzling over $100,000 from a senior citizens center and a fire rescue 
unit, in order to feed his gambling habit. He came to the Blue Chip Casino here in Indiana several 
times in violation of his bond and is now behind bars facing up to 20 years in prison.

This is the story of gambling addicts which are all real and tragic, even though not all of them are 
reported in our papers or in the electronic news. We do not need to become a destination point for 
another addictive behavior.

I was here when the Tribe was seeking recognition and seeking the assistance of then Congressman 
Tim Roemer, whom I also know personally.  Every assurance was given that this would not be used 
to bring gaming into our region and the all the promises were broken. The action taken was not based 
in good faith.  Although they are now overt in their intentions, I believe the promise of easy money 
and revenues are overstated and that we are already suffering from a market fatigue due  to having 
too high a saturation of gaming establishments.  We already have 4 establishments within 80 miles of 
South Bend.  An additional establishment in South Bend and Elkhart would be the 5 and 6th in an 
already overcrowded market.

We stand in opposition to this Casino because gambling addiction associated with casinos often 
ensnare the most desperate who can least afford to speculate with money that would otherwise be 
caring for their families.  This human crisis is often passed on to government and ultimately back to 
the citizens’ tax burden as these families in crisis often find themselves on public assistance.

This is not a win – win proposition. It is a win-lose proposition.  It is a win for the Casino to make easy 
money from the vulnerable:  and a loss for the community - especially for the women and children 
who are victimized and negatively impacted by their family members’ gambling addictions.

Sincerely,

Patrick E. Mangan, ND ‘80

Executive Director

Citizens for Community Values of Indiana 

&

Treasurer
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Citizens for Community Values of Indiana PAC

574.247.9299 (Office)
574.220.1521 (Cell)
574.289.5667 (Fax)

                                & 

Patrick E. Mangan
Ambassador
574 247 9299 (Office)
574 220 1521 (Direct Dial)
574 289 5667 (Fax)
PatrickMangan@reagan.com.
www.alliancedefendingfreedom.org

&

Sentinel

Heritage Action for America 

About CCV Indiana

Our Mission Protect men, women and children from the misinformation of 
sexual activists, and the harms of sexual addictions, sexual predators, 
sexually oriented businesses, materials harmful to minors, broadcast 
indecency, and the porn/sex industry in all of its forms, by promoting the 
principles of the Judeo/Christian ethic which is the foundation of our nation. 
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Our Vision Empower concerned citizens and community leaders to significantly reduce sexual exploitation, sexual promiscuity and 
sexual abuse in Indiana and beyond by:

Increasing public awareness of the harmful effects of pornography-inspired sexual promiscuity, addiction, and abuse 
particularly in the lives of children. 
Supporting the enactment, defense and enforcement, within the Constitution, of limitations on the porn /sex industry in all of its
forms.
Lovingly opposing the legitimacy of all extramarital sexual relationships. 
Faithfully supporting the traditional family based on the premise that marriage equals one man and one woman. 
Offering assistance to people suffering from the results of sexual addiction, sexual confusion, sexual promiscuity, and sexual 
abuse. 

          "In a time of universal deceit - telling the truth is a revolutionary act." - George 
Orwell   

Posted: Mon 5:43 PM, Apr 13, 2015 

By: Brandon Kusz

A former Berrien County commissioner who is charged with embezzlement is back in jail. 

According to our reporting partners at WSJM FM 94.9, Bob Wooley allegedly violated the terms of his bond
by going to the Blue Chip Casino multiple times since he pleaded guilty.  

Bob Wooley, 62, of Coloma, pleaded guilty to embezzling more than $100,000 from the North Berrien Senior 
Center and $20,000 to $50,000 from the North Berrien Fire Rescue. 

Wooley was both a county commissioner from Berrien County's District 1 and a director  of the North Berrien 
Senior Center. 
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Wooley's attorney today told NewsCenter 16 that his client took the money  to feed his gambling habit. 

"An overriding sadness, and I hope Bob can get some help , this, I don't view as defining him, rather, defining 
what happens with a gambling addiction," said Berrien County Commissioner R. McKinley Elliott. 

Wooley's sentencing hearing is scheduled for April 20. He faces up to 20 years in prison. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Indian Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <hillcj@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 1:46 AM 
Subject: Indian Casino 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

I hear people talking about the fact that people will become addicted. I enjoy gambling once in a 
while, that does not make me addicted. There are all kinds of addiction - liquor, drugs, etc. but they 
are all still available. I have met people in Michigan City that are from Ft. Wayne and Lafayette and 
other Indiana cities. If there is an addiction, they will find a casino no matter how far. This city needs 
the boost that this casino will bring. More jobs, more people spending time in our city going to 
restaurants, malls, etc. Most people, if coming from out of town, make a day or weekend of their trip. 
Lets take advantage of that!

Carol Hillman 
20407 Roosevelt Rd. 
South Bend, INI 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:44 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino in South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Elaine Bokhart <ebokhart@yahoo.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 7:16 AM 
Subject: Casino in South Bend 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

I am sending this email to say I am in favor of the new casino.  I believe it will bring more people to our area 
and create jobs. 

Elaine Bokhart 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Vote NO for casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jim Knapp <jimtheskidkid@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 4:06 AM 
Subject: Vote NO for casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

I vote No for casino.  The casino always wins and the average  person loses.  Gambling is a joke, it's for suckers 
and addicts,  unless you own the casino. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Michiana Pokagon Alliance

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Sue Machowiak <sue@financialassoc.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 9:00 AM 
Subject: Michiana Pokagon Alliance 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Just a quick note to let you know that my husband and I support the Michiana Pokagon Alliance. 

We think it would very much benefit our City of South Bend! 

People talk about crime, but we have been to Four Winds New Buffalo several times - - and never once did we 
feel that crime or security was an issue!  I feel safer at the Casino than I do shopping at our local grocery store 
on the west side of South Bend! 

South Bend economy would be so much better with this is our backyard! 

John & Susan Machowiak 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:26 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino opinion.

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Richard Bokhart <rbokhart@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 7:12 AM 
Subject: Casino opinion. 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Quite simply I am voicing my opinion in favor of the project and the jobs it will create. Also we will enjoy 
patronizing the complex not so much for the gambling but for the restaurants and shows and special events that 
I think will follow. 

Thank you. 
Rick Bokhart 
St Joe County resident. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:26 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Support for casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: ross-anthony@att.net <ross-anthony@att.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 12:31 AM 
Subject: Support for casino 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

I would like to register my support for the casino project.  I think this will be a great opportunity for the South Bend community.  I am 
a police officer with the South Bend police department with over 20 yrs in law enforcement.  I reside at 2524 Emerson Forest Pkwy 
which is less than 1/4 of a mile from the projected site.  I also have a rental property at 2208 So. Carlisle St.  I grew up in the area 
close to the casino 59698 Locust Rd.  I am fully invested in the area and think it is great to finally see some development.  Good luck 
and this project has my full support.  If I can be of any assistance feel free too contact me. 

Sent from my Verizon 4G LTE Smartphone 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: casino....I am 100% for the pokagon casino.. It's about time indiana climbed out of 

the 20th century and catch up with the rest of america.

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Roth ES <rothelectricalsolutions@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 4:11 AM 
Subject: casino....I am 100% for the pokagon casino.. It's about time indiana climbed out of the 20th century 
and catch up with the rest of america. 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Support of Pokagon Plans in South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Sam Centellas <sam@lacasadeamistad.org>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 2:25 PM 
Subject: Support of Pokagon Plans in South Bend 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Hello, I attended the forum last night. The line got long and I was not able to stay late as I needed to get home 
to my family.  

I did was to give my support for the project. I work for La Casa de Amistad, the Latino Youth and Community 
Center on the westside of South Bend. I have lived in South Bend for 7 years, and have always found the 
support the Pokagons give the community very impressive. We are proud to partner with them on projects and 
events and to see all their do for so many organizations in town.  

I welcome this needed improvement to South Bend and more importantly all the jobs for the southwest part of 
town.

Thank you for your time.  

Sam Centellas 
Executive Director 
La Casa de Amistad, Inc.
sam@lacasadeamistad.org
www.lacasadeamistad.org
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Good morning Scott

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tony Joshick <TJoshick@beaconhealthsystem.org>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 7:16 AM 
Subject: Good morning Scott 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

My name is Tony Joshick and I live on the south side and was interested in the job positions that will be available when 
the proposed casino is built. What will be the salaries offered to the employees? I know that is a large variety (e.g. 
cleaning staff, dealers, managers, and so on), but when WNDU inquired about the proposal of the casino, an individual 
(Sal Gerschoffer) stated there will be about 2,000 permanent jobs. I read that Jesusa Rivera also focused on the high 
percentage of unemployed minorities. I did not see anything about the average pay for certain positions and think it 
would be helpful for the community to see that the wages offered will meet standard living expenses. I believe this would 
clear up some confusion and anxiety from the public. 

Thank you for your time.  

Tony Joshick, MSW, LSW 
Memorial ER Social Worker  

"Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the 
smallest act of caring, all of which have the potential to turn a life around." 
-Leo Buscaglia 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:44 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Proposed gambling industry in South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <scottandwillie@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 15, 2015 at 8:13 AM 
Subject: Proposed gambling industry in South Bend 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Our family has lived on the southeast side of South Bend for 24 years. While South Bend has a higher crime
rate than we’d prefer it have, we have enjoyed living here. If gaming comes to South Bend, we will, as I
believe will many others will, leave South Bend. I don’t believe the gaming industry will benefit our
community, but instead will irreparably damage it. Statistics show crime increases in communities that allow
gaming in. I believe the city will find that a great number of families will flee the area, and any financial
benefits will be fleeting.

Wilhelmina Hackett

Sent from Windows Mail
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Brian Baughman <bbaughman633@att.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 1:32 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

please reconsider the idea of putting a casino in the south bend or Elkhart areas. I am worried about the negative 
moral and social effect that the proximity of casinos brings to an area. it seems quite well substantiated that 
people who are close to casinos, within a 10 mile radius or more, are many more times likely to develop 
gambling addictions. the affects that has on our families is forceful. many spouses and children suffer deep 
emotional pains and physical needs because of a parents addiction that cropped up because the addiction.  

I think the Indian tribes are welcome to start any business they like as long as it does not affect the well being of
the rest of the population negatively. My suggestion would be to guard the families of our area from more 
struggles and redirect the tribe to search out others means of business that would be fruitfull for them and us. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
Brian Baughman

Brian Baughman 
58575 Eller Dr. 
Osceola, Indiana 46561 
(574)229-1251
bbaughman633@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Harriet Miller <HarrietLM@comcast.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 6:42 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Harriet Miller 
58260 County Road 29 
Goshen, Indiana 46528 
(574)533-5325
HarrietLM@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jill Boughton <jillaprilb@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 1:27 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. I personally know three young men with serious gambling addictions that are ruining their lives and the 
lives of their families. No more! Surely you native Americans can think of a more positive way to earn income 
and make a genuine contribution. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through 
- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Jill Boughton 
1649 Portage Avenue 
South Bend, IN 46616 
(574)272-2809
jillaprilb@sbcglobal.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Joseph Sergio <jpsergio@alumni.nd.edu>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 6:19 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Joseph Sergio 
1919 South Michigan St. 
South Bend, Indiana 46613 
(574)234-0443
jpsergio@alumni.nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Karen <Karenparker150@comcast.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 6:17 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

We need economic growth in our area and we need more jobs but we don't need to add another vice to our 
community. We have so many people in our area that are not making it financially. I see them every week in 
our church soup kitchen and food pantry. You hand us an unrealistic dream of making it rich and it is hard for 
people not to want to win that.

Casinos, while entertaining bring unwanted elements to a community; more crime which we can ill afford and 
more addictions (gambling). 

We need to provide better opportunity for us than that. 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 
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I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Karen
Parker
4326 Cross Creek Dr, IN South Bend 46628 
(574)243-7873
Karenparker150@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:26 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Bergeson-Hernandez <Bergesonlisa@aol.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 5:45 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through:
I have a unique perspective on the proposed Gaming facility, as a former girlfriend of a Las Vegas casino 
owner, (Fiesta Palms/Maloof Casino Resorts) and as a Californian, and former resident of Las Vegas NV.  
The below listed are important reasons not to bring a casino here, however I also have witnessed first hand the 
billions of dollars lost not by residents but by the owners of Gaming Institutions. South Bend inspite of the 
University of Notre Dame, is no tourist destination. Closures of the Football Hall Of Fame and the downtown 
Western Avenue corridor businesses has been tragic for South Bend, a casino will not bring in significant 
revenue particularly in a area most people don't visit now. MGM and Greektown Casinos in Detroit MI have 
done nothing to improve the local Detroit economy, on the contrary as they face closure. Las Vegas casinos 
have not paid there Former executives pensions, and have currently filed for bankruptcy proceedings and 
current Caesers Palace CEO Gary Loveman has not been paid in months rumor has it. No one has any 
objections to Native Americans building healthcare facilities, day cares, and housing. I object to another casino 
being built in an alre ady saturated market. I, as a former resident of Las Vegas, know first hand the societal 
pitfalls that come with gambling and vice, Vice may not be clearly visible or present in New Buffalo yet, but it 
will come. South Bend already has significant crime and can't handle anymore.  
- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 
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I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Lisa Bergeson-Hernandez 
3426 N Main St apt 11 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(213)926-4300
Bergesonlisa@aol.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lynn Fitzpatrick <lynnfitz@live.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 9:28 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Lynn Fitzpatrick 
1540 S Lake George Drive 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(574)274-9277
lynnfitz@live.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 10:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Robert Moore <bobmoore@maplenet.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 16, 2015 at 9:20 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Yesterday I drove around the plot of land slated for the casino. It is forested and contains considerable wetland 
and is therefore not suitable for commercial development without severely damaging the environment. By 
ceding it out of the US to become exempt from US EPA laws, it would be damaged beyond reclamation. Don't 
destroy our lands. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- damaged families due to addictive behavior (gambling, drinking, etc.) 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

All we want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Robert Moore 
1908 SWEETBRIAR DRIVE 
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GOSHEN, Indiana 46528 
(574)534-2002
bobmoore@maplenet.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 12:52 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Pamela D. Foltz <pfoltz@nd.edu>
Date: Fri, Apr 17, 2015 at 9:50 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Doig, 

I am writing to you to express my deep concern and strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and sincerely believe this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the negative 
consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local communities get 
from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration.  

Thank you.
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Pamela D. Foltz 
53165 Ridgewood Drive 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 
(574)272-7450
pfoltz@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2015 12:53 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Paul Foltz <musicmanone@netscape.net>
Date: Fri, Apr 17, 2015 at 9:39 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 
- AND the FACT that gambling, in and of itself, is SINFUL!!!!!!!!!! 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

We DO NOT want to bring more SIN into our area with the questionable "promise" that it will help improve the 
economy. God WILL NOT bless those who choose to sin. God WILL bless those who obey HIM!!!!!!! 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 
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I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Paul Foltz 
53165 Ridgewood Dr 
South Bende, Indiana 46637 
(574)272-7450
musicmanone@netscape.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Anna Kottkamp <akottkam@nd.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 6:59 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Anna Kottkamp 
1407 N Oakhill Dr. 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 
(317)405-7161
akottkam@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Cliff Arnold <junkjunkjunkjunkmail@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 9:31 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

(Please note: this is not just a form letter, even though it starts out like the others; I have included my own 
thoughts below. Please do not overlook them.) 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through, among other 
things:

-the increased risk of relapse for vulnerable folks with gambling addictions (reportedly providing 35-55% of a 
casino's income) 
- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

There must be a better way to help the local Tribes than harming the people around them. Please ask yourself if 
it is just to make this a matter of retribution rather than of mutual aid. 
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Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thanks.

Cliff Arnold 
1121 N. Notre Dame Ave. 
South Bend, IN 46617 
(720)839-2616
junkjunkjunkjunkmail@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Kimberly A Riffell <kim4life@att.net>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 6:51 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Kimberly A Riffell 
2401 Solomon Ave 
South Bend, INDIANA 46615 
(574)234-7320
kim4life@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:23 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Pokagon Band

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: marianne hicks <liveunicorn@hotmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 12:16 PM 
Subject: Pokagon Band 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

 I support Pokagon Band , also I  support the Pokagon Band in its effort to restore its land in South Bend.

Marianne E. Hicks 

#48
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Griffin <mgriffin@hcc-nd.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 3:27 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

Let me put into my own words: we can do better. Yes, we desperately need jobs and revenue. But we need to do 
that in a way that creates products of value: and gambling just does not do that. Consider this versus the effort to 
get hotels near Century Center for conferences that create ideas, expertise, solutions. That is great, this is not. 
Let's highlight the history of our Potowatomi tribe here, help develop their village and create business.... but not 
a destructive, addictive activity. Think of our world's past investments in things like fighting, like cigarettes, 
like brothels. Do we really think that in 100 years our descendants will be proud of this decision. We can do 
better! 
Mike Griffin

Michael Griffin 
704 California Ave. 
South Bend, Indiana 46616 
(574)514-8358
mgriffin@hcc-nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:21 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Nathan Williams <Nwillia7@nd.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 8:58 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

My name is Nathan Williams and I am a concerned denizen of Michiana.  

As a resident of South Bend in my time as a student at the University of Notre Dame, and then in two years of 
living in Edwardsburg, MI and working in St. Joseph and Benton Harbor, MI, I have seen and come to love this 
region of the country. I have appreciated immensely the beauty of Lake Michigan, the spirit of Notre Dame, and 
the great impact the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi have had in the community. 

However, I have also seen the poverty, both urban and rural, that afflicts this place. It has inspired me to want to 
help improve this place by helping those who are seen as the least among us: the homeless, the addict, the 
unemployed. I want to help make a better Michiana. 

Therefore, I stand opposed to any proposed or yet to be proposed casino in the South Bend area. Gambling 
addiction is a real and serious affliction. I stand opposed to a business operation that makes more than half of its 
income by preying on those vulnerable ones who suffer from a compulsion to gamble.  

Thank you. 

Nathan Williams

Nathan Williams 
23999 South Shore Drive 
Edwardsburg, Michigan 49112 
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(540)454-5862
Nwillia7@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Four winds at South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ralph Jernigan <rufus688@aol.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 1:13 PM 
Subject: Four winds at South Bend 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

If you build it THEY WILL COME. Can't wait for you to build one here,you would be helping so many out by 
offering jobs in the area. Thank you very much. 

Sent from my iPad 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:25 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: pokagon band

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <brazie1@frontier.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 11:49 AM 
Subject: pokagon band 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

I am for the Pokagon Band to build in south bend, IN.  They would be a great presence in the area and bring 
jobs to the area which is greatly needed.

thank you
Sarah Brazie 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Tommy E Geairn III <chsldtg@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 2:00 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Tommy E Geairn III 
1311 blossom Dr apt 8 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
(574)704-9522
chsldtg@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: William Rohman <karenrohman@aol.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 3:02 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I also question the veracity of those wanting this casino as when the Pokhagon Indians were seeking 
recognition, they were asked if the reason they wanted this recognition was to build a casino and we were 
assured that they had NO intentions of building a casino. Now they want a second one and their continuing lack 
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of integrity is evident in the way they are persuing the approval of this second operation. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

William Rohman 
24047 Villa Ct. 
Elkhart, Indiana 46517 
(574)875-1100
karenrohman@aol.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:23 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Please be advised I support the Casino 100% for South Bend, Indiana

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: yea gene1 <yeagene1@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 20, 2015 at 2:18 PM 
Subject: Please be advised I support the Casino 100% for South Bend, Indiana 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

Wish all concerned all the luck in the world, think it would help everybody concerned.  Yvonne Mahan 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Cynthia Haas <cynhaas45@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 2:33 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Cynthia Haas 
1141 Portage Ave. 
South Bend, Indiana 46616 
(574)339-9682
cynhaas45@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Davy Lynn Troxel <pulpitpapa@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 10:49 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime: laugh though people will, the increase of crime in casino areas has been proven. 
- lower property values 

- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community, and the draining of money 
through the pressure of the false hopes of immediate riches, usually in the lives of those who can least afford to 
lose the money. 
Floyd county tried this many years ago, and thankfully lost in their efforts, so the casino went down river to 
Harrison county, who never saw any of the huge economic gains that were so pompously promised. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Davy Lynn Troxel 
1622 North 29th Street 
South Bend, Indiana 46635 
(574)288-9496
pulpitpapa@yahoo.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Douglas and Pamela Carr <douglas_carr@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 2:37 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Douglas and Pamela Carr 
28563 Maystead 
Sturgis, Michigan 49091 
(269)503-0876
douglas_carr@yahoo.com

L-249



1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:24 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Harriet Lucille Miller <HarrietLM@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 8:08 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Harriet Lucille Miller 
58260 County Road 29 
Goshen, Indiana 46528 
(574)533-5325
HarrietLM@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: James Kuhlenschmidt <jakuhl@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 12:27 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

As a concerned citizen, I'm writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in 
northern Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- increased addictive behavior 
- increased number of people below the poverty level (a likely result) 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
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want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

James Kuhlenschmidt 
22468 Spicewood Drive 
Goshen, IN 46528 
(574)875-6105
jakuhl@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jane White-Stevens <janekws@yahoo.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 4:55 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through 
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:

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Jane White-Stevens 
937 Deepwood Dr. 
Mishawaka, Indiana 56544 
(574)850-8042
janekws@yahoo.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Jerry Janowski <JT@wsbt.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 7:57 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Jerry Janowski 
810 E. Lawrence St. 
Mishawaka, Indiana 46545 
(574)256-9673
JT@wsbt.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: JOHN & GLORIA GANGER <glgangerministries@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 8:20 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

JOHN & GLORIA GANGER 
314 WALNUT CIRCLE 
ELKHART, IN 46517 
(574)596-9050
glgangerministries@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Gaski <jgaski@nd.edu>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 5:18 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

John Gaski 
1951 New London Ct. 
South Bend, Indiana 46637 
(574)631-5266
jgaski@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:20 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Judy Dillon <judithdale@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 6:55 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Judy Dillon 
52230 Arrowhead Circle 
Granger, IN 46530 
(574)271-0601
judithdale@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:23 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lisa Yanzer <lisayanzer@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 6:33 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Lisa Yanzer 
1766 Irish Way 
South Bend, IN 46637 
(608)797-6223
lisayanzer@gmail.com

L-265



1

Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:19 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Lori Gidman <lorigidman@comcast.net>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 3:58 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned mom/teacher/community member writing to you to express my strong opposition to the 
proposed tribal casino in northern Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

L-266



2

Thank you. 

Dr Lori Gidman

Lori Gidman 
1525 Steele Lane, Apt H 
Mishawaka, IN 46545 
(574)386-5428
lorigidman@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:18 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: richard klee <rickyklee3@hotmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 1:13 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

L-268



2

Thank you.

richard klee 
2010 hollywood 
south bend, in 46616 
(574)232-5110
rickyklee3@hotmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:24 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Sherry Zhong <szhong@nd.edu>
Date: Tue, Apr 21, 2015 at 10:19 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Sherry Zhong 
618 Pasquerilla East Hall 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
(847)975-8035
szhong@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:15 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Allison Ciraulo <allisonchristineogle@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 9:17 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Allison Ciraulo 
553 River Ave. 
South Bend, IN 46601 
(541)224-1251
allisonchristineogle@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:16 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: No casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Chu, Bill W. <bchu@curtisswright.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 3:12 PM 
Subject: No casino 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Dear Mr. Scott Doig,

I am a very concerned citizen appealing to you to stop the proposed tribal casino in northern Indiana.

Do not sacrifice our city and livelihood to repeat a proven failure
It destroys our city’s economy Studies show the real, long term negative impact
Community Affairs Department’s 2010 Assessment of Casino Gambling report, “The positive economic impact
of casino development is offset … by loss of business in the existing local economy”
Illinois 2007 study “… indicated that for every job created, local businesses lost one or more jobs”
Do not abuse public fund
National Gambling Impact Study Commission’s 1999 reports, “lifetime costs in bankruptcy, arrests,
imprisonment, legal fees for divorce, and… are estimated at $10,550 per pathological gambler, and $5,130
per problem gambler
Do not damage our city’s growth
Iowa Great Plains Business & Economics Conference, “Taxable retail sales in cities without casinos grew more
than 5 times faster than sales in cities with casinos”

Respectfully yours,

Bill Chu
17942 Edgewood Walk,
South Bend, IN 46635
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_______________________________________________________________________
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are proprietary and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have reason to believe that you have received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender and destroy this email and any attached files. Please note that any views or opinions 
presented in this e-mail are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Curtiss-
Wright Corporation or any of its subsidiaries. Documents attached hereto may contain technology subject to 
government export regulations. Recipient is solely responsible for ensuring that any re-export, transfer or 
disclosure of this information is in accordance with applicable government export regulations. The recipient 
should check this e-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. Curtiss-Wright Corporation and its 
subsidiaries accept no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:15 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Bobbie Leland <tleland@juno.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 7:08 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Bobbie Leland 
16510 RONNIES DR 
MISHAWAKA, Indiana 46544 
(574)258-4725
tleland@juno.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Claire Fyrqvist <clairefyrqvist@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 8:46 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am strongly opposed to the plan to bring a casino to the South Bend area. The addictions that casinos depend 
on, even encourage in order to be profitable is just one of many reasons this is bad for our community. 
Increased crime and prostitution is another major problem the casino will bring. Please consider alternate ways 
to develop this region in the interests of the Pokagon band of the Potawatomi. I want to support and join forces 
with this tribe, but I do not believe a casino is in their best interest or the best interest of South Bend. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Claire Fyrqvist

Claire Fyrqvist 
523 S Saint Joseph St 
South Bend, Indiana 46601 
(574)307-0105
clairefyrqvist@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:16 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Danile S Martens <danilemartens@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 6:26 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through:

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Danile S Martens 
1702 S Spring Sy 
Mishawaka, IN 46544 
(574)257-1433
danilemartens@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:30 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Leslie Catt <cattleslie@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 8:28 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Leslie Catt 
3915 Irish Hills Dr. 2A 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)231-4545
cattleslie@sbcglobal.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:16 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Hebbeler <mhebbeler@gmail.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 4:21 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I write to respectfully express my opposition to the proposed northern Indiana casino. Surely we can be more 
creative in increasing employment opportunities in Michiana, opportunities that do not prey on persons with 
gambling addictions and lead to destabilization because of increased illicit behavior by visitors. A casino is not 
the answer. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
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want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Michael Hebbeler 
132 Geddes Hall 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
(574)631-5779
mhebbeler@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 8:17 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Sherri Tuttle <mamabearsher@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 22, 2015 at 9:17 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

I know that a letter is circling around authored by Citizens for a Better Michiana, so I know that you are aware 
of their position and I won't repeat it, though it contains some of my sentiments. 

Before I state the reasons why I am opposed to a casino in Saint Joseph County, Indiana, and casinos elsewhere, 
I wish to state that I am in no way opposed to a Native American cause; my grandfather is one-half Native 
American born in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 

I am opposed to the proposed casino on the basis of Poverty. I grew up in rural Pennsylvania, the daughter of 
two hard-working parents, and by today's standards we didn't have much. I asked my mother once after hearing 
the term,"middle class", if our family was middle class. Her answer surprised me, because I had never thought 
of us as poor or disadvantaged. I was just one of the local kids. "I don't think so, but if we are, it's certainly very 
low-middle class!" 

I grew up and went to college on scholarships based on my parents' income and on my academic record. I 
married and moved to Michigan, and then over the border into South Bend. My encounter with Poverty was 
right here in Michiana, teaching in the Special Education Department of Brandywine Elementary School. The 
poverty was physical, economic, and spiritual, born out of alcohol abuse, drug abuse, sexual abuse, and 
gambling--mostly lottery tickets and late-night card parties in local bars. And sad to say, sometimes the children 
were present at the card parties.  
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Yes, I know that children wouldn't be allowed in a casino, but the effects of poverty due to gambling, no matter 
where it takes place, are the same. And it does't matter that jobs may be available through construction and 
employment. Acquiring money through the presence of a casino doesn't negate the lasting effects of damage 
related to the poverty it creates, or somehow balance the increased cost to the State of Indiana for the 
remediation of damage through Welfare and other social and educational programs. 

Please, please don't locate a casino in Saint Joseph County, Indiana. 

Sincerely,

Sherri Tuttle

Sherri Tuttle 
23046 Acacia Place 
South Bend, IN 46628 
(574)340-3005
mamabearsher@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:40 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Aimee Shelide Mayer <aimee.shelide@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 23, 2015 at 9:11 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Personally, as someone who has worked closely with people experiencing homelessness and suffering from 
addiction in South Bend, I am concerned about how bringing a local casino would only continue to encourage 
unhealthy addictive behaviors and foster an ongoing irresponsibility with money.  

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 
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I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely,
Aimee Shelide Mayer 
P.O. Box 4241
South Bend, IN 46634

Aimee Shelide Mayer 
330 Geddes Hall 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 
(615)426-6047
aimee.shelide@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:41 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Dan Wollmann <dm194842@comcast.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 23, 2015 at 10:05 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Dan Wollmann 
617 Hubbard Hill Ln. 
Elkhart, IN. 46517 
(574)333-3594
dm194842@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2015 7:22 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: David Garrett Dunnington <kerouacbuff@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 23, 2015 at 5:49 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am writing to tell you my that I oppose the idea of building a casino near the Rum Village Nature Reservation. 
I think there are more progressive ways for the causes mentioned and that building a casino is not.  
South Bend has been careful and I feel that the reservation is well-kept by the michiana community. It remains a 
beautiful property shared by the community. Building a casino would detrimentally upset the quality and deter 
the wildlife already. Tell me Mr. Scott, is there a progressive alternative that would replace your current 
proposal to build a casino? Raising funds and business for the causes you intend to support such as for schools 
and communities could find a more intelligent means to do so.

David Garrett Dunnington 
515 S. St. Joseph 
South Bend, IN 46601 
(574)315-2997
kerouacbuff@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:44 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Boughton <boughton@com-ctr.com>
Date: Thu, Apr 23, 2015 at 7:58 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

John Boughton 
1649 Portage Ave 
South Bend, IN 46616 
(574)272-2809
boughton@com-ctr.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 23, 2015 4:08 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Meredyth Wollmann <dm194842@comcast.net>
Date: Thu, Apr 23, 2015 at 10:06 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Meredyth Wollmann 
617 Hubbard Hill Ln. 
Elkhart, IN 46517 
(574)333-3594
dm194842@comcast.net
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Gerri Davis-Parker 
James M. Parker 

1717 West Ireland Road  
South Bend, IN 46614 

574-291-9394 
April 24, 2015 
RE: DEIS Comments, Pokagon Tribal Project”. 
Mr. Scott Doig 
U.S. Department of the Interior  
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Midwest Regional Office  
5600 West American Blvd, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN 55437 
 
Dear Mr. Doig, 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of my family in regards to the Pokagon Band proposed project on U.S. Highway 23 and 
Locust Road in South Bend, IN. We reside at 1717 West Ireland Road and own a second home used as a rental property 
located at 4130 Locust Road. In addition we own approximately one hundred and seventeen acres of property bordered 
by Locust Road, the U.S. Highway 31 By-Pass, Ireland Road and Linden Roads. All of our property is East and South of the 
proposed project. We have lived in our home for the past twenty years and have acquired the additional property over 
the course of that time. I would like to preface my remarks with this statement, we are in no way looking to profit or 
gain in any monetary fashion from this significant change to the neighborhood.  We love our land and spend a great deal 
of time out on the land, in addition; we have no interest in selling our property to the Pokagon Band or anyone else. 
With that being said I wish to express our support for the proposed project, this is the first constructive and positive 
project to be proposed in this area in our twenty years. 
 
In our twenty years of living here we have been witness to several poorly conceived, inadequately researched and 
unsuccessfully executed projects. As a business owner I view things in a dispassionate manner and simply look to see if 
the cost/benefit analysis brings me to a positive result. After several conversations with representatives from the 
Pokagon Band and reading the provided materials I have reached the following conclusions. The Pokagon Band will be a 
strong voice for the neighborhood, they will contribute substantially to protecting and improving the overall quality of 
life and property values in our neighborhood. I have upmost respect and admiration for the fact that the Pokagon Band 
has not asked the city or county for any local taxpayer assistance to fund this project. In my recollection, this is a first. 
The Pokagon Band has demonstrated that the projects they develop are very well conceived, meticulously and 
completely researched and developed, and executed nearly flawlessly. I find it inane and short sighted to argue with 
success. 
 
As to the gaming debate, I completely fail to understand why this is even entertained as a valid agreement. That 
proverbial ship sailed here in Indiana in 1993. Those who wish to have this debate are about one hundred and fifty miles 
too far north and about twenty two years too late.  I again would like to caveat my thoughts with explaining that we do 
not gamble. Gaming is the law of the land and trying to prevent someone from engaging in a legal activity is arrogant, 
presumptuous and discriminatory.    
 
I have attached a google earth map of our homes and property to provide some context to our opinion. As you can see 
we are located South and East of the proposed project. Thank you for the time to read our point of view on the matter. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Gerri L. Davis-Parker 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Friday, April 24, 2015 10:50 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <lrminier@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 24, 2015 at 9:31 AM 
Subject: Casino 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

Dear Sir.

My name is Lynn MInier I reside at 61366 Locust Rd. South Bend IN 46614
which is about 2 miles from the proposed casino site. I am writing you to let you know I support it and look
forward to having the Pokagon Casino in my neighborhood.

Best Regards,

Lynn MInier
574 231 9574

Sent from Windows Mail
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:40 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Michael Thompson <rlcthompson@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 24, 2015 at 3:57 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Michael Thompson 
616 Imus Drive, Mishawaka, IN 46545 
616 Imus Drive, Indiana Mishawaka 
(574)274-7670
rlcthompson@yahoo.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:38 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Rikki Thompson <rlcthompson@yahoo.com>
Date: Fri, Apr 24, 2015 at 3:56 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Rikki Thompson 
616 Imus Drive, Mishawaka, IN 46545 
616 Imus Drive, IN Mishawaka 
(574)274-7670
rlcthompson@yahoo.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:34 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd:

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <paulsid60@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 25, 2015 at 4:34 PM 
Subject:
To: SCOTT.DOIG@bia.gov

On Saturday, April 25, 2015, <paulsid60@gmail.com> wrote:
I mailed a letter in your support for a casino in S.B. several weeks ago and attended the
conference at the Century center in your support also.

It truly amazes me how people who don’t even live near the intended project can issue statements
on the negative aspects of a casino. Every excuse in the book they can bring up is mentioned from
crime to property taxes. Evidently these same people who live mostly in the most highly rated
financial areas (Granger), In. do not read the S.B. Tribune to see what the crime rates and shooting are
now every night in S.B........!! They would not even know how to find the west side of the city of S.B !!

The taxes now being paid on that piece of land I am sure is really bringing in the big bucks as it sits
now as a lonely piece of wooded land......maybe picking mushrooms there is more beneficial that a casino
the revenue brought in by the tribes people buying and residing in the area spending their monies on
gasoline,
food, restaurants etc. Now the two Indiana legislators from Laporte county have intervened one a
Democrat
and one a Republican to derail the progress of the Casino........How obvious can this be since both have the
Blue
Chips casino and Boyd gaming lining their pockets to stall this project. I can remember when Boyd gaming
sent
in a guy ( mafia) from Vegas to live in Michigan and was given millions of dollars to do what he could to
delay
the progress of the casino in New Buffalo.......or have people forgotten about that? I certainly have not.

Anyway.......as you can tell I am in full support of your intent to build housing for members of your tribe
and shops for them.......and hotel and casino...........I jus retired two years ago and was in the wholesale
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roofing and siding and windows business.......and I did sell some roofing products back then for the project
in New Buffalo.......but now I am retired but I can see that added influx of business also for our community
to service the Pokagon's.....................God Bless....and hope this letter helps........count on me in anyway
to help.........thank you for listening.
Paul Sidorowicz
54781 Timothy rd.
New Carlisle, Ind.
574 654 3335
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:39 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Raquel Falk <raquelfalk@gmail.com>
Date: Sat, Apr 25, 2015 at 9:17 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

My name is Raquel Falk, and I live at the Catholic Worker in South Bend, Indiana. We operate two houses of 
hospitality for men and women and a weekend drop-in center called Our Lady of the Road. At our houses and 
our drop-in center, we provide much needed basics for those who are living on the street or are in precarious 
situations of poverty. From breakfast, to showers, to clothing donations, to a space for fellowship, at the 
Catholic Worker we strive to create a space of welcome, refreshment, and safety for the most vulnerable people 
in our society. 

Constructing a casino in South Bend would begin to undo some of the work we have undertaken at the Catholic 
Worker. In creating a casino, a space for problem gamblers and drinkers to feed their addictions, we are creating 
a place where profit can be made off of the vulnerability of others. I believe that we are better than that here in 
South Bend, and we can come up with more creative and life-giving ways to promote economic growth and 
sustainability without exploiting others' weaknesses. 

As a citizen of South Bend, I take seriously those who lived on this land long before South Bend was ever 
incorporated. The Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi are right in asking for a tribal village and a way to make 
that village economically sustainable. I encourage the tribe to use their creativity to imagine ways other than a 
casino to support their tribe. From a cottage industry, to a community center, to an outdoor education area, there 
are so many enterprises that the tribe can undertake to honor their own people and the people of South Bend. 
The tribe has a chance to be creators of beauty, community, and growth. Constructing a casino would create the 
opposite.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my comments. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me to talk 
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about this further. 

Respectfully yours, 
Raquel Falk 
South Bend, 46601 
(708) 710-3200

Raquel Falk 
518 S. St. Joseph Street 
South Bend, IN 46601 
(708)710-3200
raquelfalk@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:38 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Carl Hetler <Chetler@sbcglobal.net>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 4:37 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime and poverty 
- lower property values 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

I think there are better ways to support local tribes. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Carl Hetler 
113 S. Coquillard dr 
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South bend, In 46617 
(574)520-2985
Chetler@sbcglobal.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:37 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Joan Stroup <onelamb@juno.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 9:20 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Broken homes and broken lives are major results of gambling. In our own family both broken homes and lives 
have happened because of gambling. Our county in the last 3 years or so has had two elected officials fall in 
disgrace because of gambling habits. Have you ever seen children of all ages left at home alone for hours and 
hours and go without simple family needs like meals and food because of parents addicted to gambling? It is 
sad. We do not want this type of establishment in our community. We have enough problems without adding to 
them with a casino in the area. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
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not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Joan Stroup 
20538 PIERCE RD 
LAKEVILLE, IN 46536 
(574)784-3709
onelamb@juno.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:38 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John W Boyer <johnwmboyer@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 2:48 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

Will the property on which the casino sits be taken off the tax rolls? Over the past 20 years, South Bend has lost 
a lot of tax paying properties to numerous new non-profit and government groups. As the tax base declines, the 
rates go up and more and more people are leaving the city as they cannot afford to pay their increased taxes.
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I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

John W Boyer 
1147 Stratford Place 
South Bend, Indiana 46614 
(574)232-8488
johnwmboyer@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:38 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mary Ann Wilson <maryanndwilson@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 5:03 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

My name is Mary Ann Wilson, and I am writing to express my strong concerns and opposition to the proposed 
tribal casino in Michiana. 

The strength of a society should be measured in the quality of life of its members, and in particular the lives of 
those who are most vulnerable. I support improving the quality of life for the Pokagon Band of the Potawatomi 
in our community. However, I wholeheartedly oppose doing this by means of establishing this casino, where 
another vulnerable population -- those with gambling addictions -- will encounter further challenges to their 
own thriving. Rather, I ask for the opportunity to have dialogue about alternative solutions for the Pokagon 
Tribe that will not have the negative impact that a casino would. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration.  

Thank you.

Mary Ann Wilson 
531 South Saint Joseph Street 
South Bend, Indiana 46601 
(205)873-0738
maryanndwilson@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:34 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Rhonda Richards <rhondarichards@att.net>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 10:20 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 
I would like you to consider allowing the tribe to have housing, Cultural center, Medical services but NOT A 
CASINO OR GAMING.
A Casino will not bring about cultural value to the tribe or help the community to understand tribal values or 
unite the tribal members with the rest of the community. It will bring in an influence that will have negative 
effect on the families in the immediate community that need Hope not the false hope that gambling brings. The 
South West side of South Bend is not occupied by people who on average can afford to risk the money they 
have on false hope. We have urban problems in this area of our community to introduce all the negative things 
that are drawn to areas with casinos is going to do nothing but add to the challenges that South Bend and St 
Joseph county are dealing with already.
With so many other Casinos within about an 80 mile radius, there is ample opportunities for those interested in 
gambling to take advantage of it without any due hardship.
I also have a concern about the water table in the area. When the Ethanol Plant was build (across the street from 
the purposed Casino site) this was not taken into proper consideration. So when it closed down the neighboring 
houses began to have flooding problems. South Bend City and/or St Joseph County are now paying for pumps 
to keep running so that the homes don’t continue to flood. I do not understand how building such a large 
building and covering so much ground for parking will allow for the water table to function correctly.  
Thank you for taking my concerns into consideration and not allowing Gaming and a Casino to come into my 
community.

Rhonda Richards 
1020 Clover St | South Bend, IN 46615 
574.210.1847
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Rhonda Richards 
1020 Clover St 
South Bend, Indiana 46615 
(574)210-1847
rhondarichards@att.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 7:37 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Sherri Tuttle <mamabearsher@comcast.net>
Date: Sun, Apr 26, 2015 at 8:00 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

I know that a letter is circling around authored by Citizens for a Better Michiana, so I know that you are aware 
of their position and I won't repeat it, though it contains some of my sentiments. 

Before I state the reasons why I am opposed to a casino in Saint Joseph County, Indiana, and casinos elsewhere, 
I wish to state that I am in no way opposed to a Native American cause; my grandfather is one-half Native 
American born in Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. 

I am opposed to the proposed casino on the basis of Poverty. I grew up in rural Pennsylvania, the daughter of 
two hard-working parents, and by today's standards we didn't have much. I asked my mother once after hearing 
the term,"middle class", if our family was middle class. Her answer surprised me, because I had never thought 
of us as poor or disadvantaged. I was just one of the local kids. "I don't think so, but if we are, it's certainly very 
low-middle class!" 

I grew up and went to college on scholarships based on my parents' income and on my academic record. I 
married and moved to Michigan, and then over the border into South Bend. My encounter with Poverty was 
right here in Michiana, teaching in the Special Education Department of Brandywine Elementary School. The 
poverty was physical, economic, and spiritual, born out of alcohol abuse, drug abuse, sexual abuse, and 
gambling--mostly lottery tickets and late-night card parties in local bars. And sad to say, sometimes the children 
were present at the card parties.  
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Yes, I know that children wouldn't be allowed in a casino, but the effects of poverty due to gambling, no matter 
where it takes place, are the same. And it does't matter that jobs may be available through construction and 
employment. Acquiring money through the presence of a casino doesn't negate the lasting effects of damage 
related to the poverty it creates, or somehow balance the increased cost to the State of Indiana for the 
remediation of damage through Welfare and other social and educational programs. 

Please, please don't locate a casino in Saint Joseph County, Indiana. 

Sincerely,

Sherri Tuttle

Sherri Tuttle 
23046 Acadia Pl. 
South Bebd, IN 46628 
(574)340-3005
mamabearsher@comcast.net
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:41 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Pokagon Band casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Faith <tf4lr@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 1:10 PM 
Subject: Pokagon Band casino 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

I Robert Kronewitter, Pokagon tribal citizen, and my wife Faith A. Kronewitter would like to show our support for the new casino,
housing and medical facilities that the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians want to build in South Bend, IN. It's time our land is
restored to our people. 

Thank you, 
Bob & Faith A. Kronewitter
1001 Oak St 
Niles, MI 49120 
269-240-5585 
269-357-6813 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:41 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Brent Bach <bbach@nd.edu>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 9:28 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm the quality of life in my neighborhood through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better South Bend and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer 
the negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. South Bend needs many things but a casino isn't one of them. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

Within a 40 mile radius of South Bend we already have 4 casinos, 3 of them owned by the Potawatomi's and if 
this one is approved they will have 4 and there will be 5 in a 40 mile radius. This is over saturation and is not 
going to benefit anyone long term. Within a two hour radius of South Bend there are 22 existing casinos, 
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enough already. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 

Thank you.

Brent Bach 
19607 Ruth Avenue 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)291-9607
bbach@nd.edu
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:43 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Indian casino in South Bend

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Catherine Toppel <catherinetoppel@gmail.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 12:52 PM 
Subject: Indian casino in South Bend 
To: "scott.doig@bia.gov" <scott.doig@bia.gov>

I am completely in favor of a casino being built in South Bend. The large amount of jobs to the area outnumbers 
any negatives someone can list. 

I personally have spoken to employees from restroom attendants to dealers at Four Winds casino to see how 
being employed there is. ALL of them love it and make MORE than minimum wage. 

This is the only hope for South Bend. 

Please support the casino 

Catherine Toppel
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:41 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: John Fyrqvist <jfyrqvist@prolifemichiana.org>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 9:45 AM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

John Fyrqvist 
523 S Saint Joseph St 
South Bend, Indiana 46601 
(574)307-0105
jfyrqvist@prolifemichiana.org
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2015 2:42 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Land restoration

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Rosie McCormick <rosiebmccormick@yahoo.com>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 9:39 AM 
Subject: Land restoration 
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

To Whom It May Concern: 

I whole heartedly support the Pokegon Band's efforts to restore their land to its natural condition.

Sincerely,
Rosann McCormick 

Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE Device 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 7:32 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd:

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: <3174403855@mms.att.net>
Date: Mon, Apr 27, 2015 at 7:39 PM 
Subject:
To: scott.doig@bia.gov

I support the Pokagon Band in restoring their land in South Bend, Indiana. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 7:41 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: No casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Chu, Bill W. <bchu@curtisswright.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 28, 2015 at 7:34 AM 
Subject: RE: No casino 
To: "Scott.Doig@bia.gov" <Scott.Doig@bia.gov>

Dear Mr. Scott Doig,

I am a very concerned citizen appealing to you to stop the proposed tribal casino in northern Indiana.

There is an old English saying, “ He who haste to be rich has an evil eye, and knows not that poverty shall come upon
him.” Our forefathers had learned that poverty comes in the forms of idleness, irresponsibility, dishonesty, dissolution,
and poor productivity. The hard earned experiences were the tools being used to build up our country’s foundation.
Please do not repeat the mistake our history warns us in tears.

The First Wave” 1600’s to mid 1800’s
The early colonies had two different fundamental attitudes towards gambling, it was a harmless diversion and it was
destructive. History… gambling was to be blamed for the problems of the colonies. To investors and others in England,
the prevalence of gambling suggested an atmosphere of idleness and vice. Financiers concluded that it (gambling) was
the root cause of the inability of the colonies to sustain themselves.4 The colonies had been relying on England to supply
provisions and to replace dying settlers.

Respectfully yours,

Bill Chu
17942 Edgewood Walk,
South Bend, IN 46635

_______________________________________________________________________
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This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are proprietary and intended solely for the use of the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you have reason to believe that you have received this e-mail in error, 
please notify the sender and destroy this email and any attached files. Please note that any views or opinions 
presented in this e-mail are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Curtiss-
Wright Corporation or any of its subsidiaries. Documents attached hereto may contain technology subject to 
government export regulations. Recipient is solely responsible for ensuring that any re-export, transfer or 
disclosure of this information is in accordance with applicable government export regulations. The recipient 
should check this e-mail and any attachments for the presence of viruses. Curtiss-Wright Corporation and its 
subsidiaries accept no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitted by this e-mail. 
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 7:33 AM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Laura Meek <pastorkevin12@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 28, 2015 at 2:52 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Laura Meek 
15655 Signal Hill Ct. 
Granger, IN 46530 
(574)222-2649
pastorkevin12@gmail.com
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Williams, Kirsten

From: Doig, Scott <scott.doig@bia.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 30, 2015 2:20 PM
To: Williams, Kirsten
Subject: Fwd: Opposed to Michiana Casino

Scott Doig 
Acting Regional Environmental Scientist 
Division of Environmental, Cultural Resources 
Midwest Regional Office 
5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500 
Bloomington, MN  55437 
612-725-4514
scott.doig@bia.gov

---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Ruth Banner <banfam3@comcast.net>
Date: Wed, Apr 29, 2015 at 1:47 PM 
Subject: Opposed to Michiana Casino 
To: Scott.Doig@bia.gov

Dear Mr. Scott Doig, 

I am a concerned citizen writing to you to express my strong opposition to the proposed tribal casino in northern 
Indiana. 

Bringing a casino to our backyard would harm our quality of life in the Michiana region through: 

- increased crime 
- lower property values 
- traffic congestion 
- the closure of small businesses that have become ingrained into our community 

I want a better Michiana and believe wholeheartedly that this plan won’t make things better. We will suffer the 
negative consequences of having a casino but are unlikely to see any of the financial benefits most local 
communities get from private casinos. 

Furthermore, I call on you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs to hold more meetings in different parts of our area, 
not just South Bend. We have been left in the dark about this plan for nearly three years now and all concerned 
residents of Michiana deserve an opportunity to make their voices heard. One public event and a short 45-day 
comment period is not equal to the importance of this decision. 

I hope you and the Bureau of Indian Affairs takes this information and my request into consideration. All we 
want is a better Michiana for our community and our families. 
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Thank you.

Ruth Banner 
61397 Miami Rd. 
South Bend, IN 46614 
(574)291-4217
banfam3@comcast.net
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PUBLIC MEETING 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the 
Proposed Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer for Tribal Village and Casino  

April 14, 2015 
 
This meeting is being held to receive public comments related to the draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) 
released by the Bureau of Indian Affairs for the proposed Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians Fee-to-Trust Transfer for 
Tribal Village and Casino, City of South Bend, Indiana.  We are requesting comments on areas of the DEIS that could be 
clarified or need additional information. Comments received on the DEIS will be used by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
to prepare a final environmental impact statement (FEIS) for the project. The environmental impact statement is for 
development of housing, community spaces, and government office space on the South Bend site as a mixed-use “tribal 
village” to facilitate the re-establishment of a distinct Pokagon community within northern Indiana.  The tribal village 
concept would revive aspects of traditional Pokagon social, political, and economic structure and organization in the 
state of Indiana.  In addition to the residential and governmental structures included in the tribal village, the Band would 
also develop a gaming facility.  The proposed tribal village would meet four main needs of the Pokagon tribe within 
Indiana: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The point of contact for comments or questions is Scott Doig, Regional Environmental Protection Specialist, Midwest 
Regional Office, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 5600 West American Boulevard, Suite 500, Bloomington, MN 55437; 
telephone (612) 725-4514. A website dedicated to this project has been created where the DEIS and other associated 
documents can be viewed: www.pokagonsouthbendeis.com.  

US Department of the Interior 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

1. An increased tribal land base and the first tribal 
land base in Indiana, which would provide suitable 
and healthy housing for a growing Band 
citizenship. 
 

2. The need for community-focused spaces. 
 

3. The need for a suitable location for the delivery of 
tribal government services to the Band’s Indiana 
community. 
 

4. The need for a suitable location for commercial 
development to provide economic and 
employment opportunities for the Band’s South 
Bend area community.  
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

BEFORE THE  
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS  

 

IN RE:  DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL       ) 
IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE          ) 
PROPOSED POKAGON BAND OF          ) 
POTAWATOMI INDIANS FEE-TO-TRUST   ) 
TRANSFER FOR TRIBAL VILLAGE       ) 
AND CASINO                        ) 
                                  ) 

 

 

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS  

     The transcript of public comments as held before the 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, on Tuesday, April 14, 2015, 

commencing at or about 6:00 p.m. EST, and as held at the 

Century Center, 120 S. St. Joseph Street, South Bend, 

Indiana, and as reported by MICHELLE A. WHITAKER, Notary 

Public, Associate Reporter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARILYN M. JONES & ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
COMPUTER-ASSISTED REPORTERS 

1416 FRANKLIN STREET 
MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA 46360 

(219) 879-4077 
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

MODERATOR: 
 

MR. SCOTT DOIG  

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

 

 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Various staff members of QPS Engineering, LLC. 

Members of the general public 

 

 

---o0o--- 
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

Tuesday, April 14, 2015 -- 

(At or about 6:00 p.m. EST, staff and members

of the general public present in the

boardroom.)

MR. DOIG:  Okay.  Good evening, everybody.

My name is Scott Doig.  I'm the acting regional

environmental scientist for the Bureau of Indian

Affairs in the Midwest region out of Bloomington,

Minnesota.  Thanks, everybody, for coming out

tonight to provide comments on this document.  

The purpose of the meeting tonight is to

provide comments for the draft environmental

impact statement for the Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi fee-to-trust transfer for the tribal

village and casino.

So, what I'd like to do tonight is first I'll

kind of go through a little bit of the process on,

you know, why we're here and what stage we're at.

And then once I complete that, we will have a

comment period.  

There was -- when you signed up out there,

there's comment cards out there.  You can either

write down your comments or you can give them

verbally.  We have a court reporter who will be

taking down all of your comments.  We'll have
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three minutes to take your comments.  

So, before I get to -- to -- to that part,

let me back up just a little bit.  Again, we're

here -- the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi submitted

what's called a fee-to-trust application to the

Bureau of Indian Affairs.  And what occurs there

is essentially that piece of property goes from a

free -- a fee status, where it's owned in fee or

just kind of in public, to a trust status, where

essentially the federal government takes title to

that piece of land for the beneficial use of

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi.

As I'm sure you know, the proposed use is

a -- it's a multi-use facility, for housing, for

administration -- administrative offices and a

gaming facility.

So, once they submitted that application, we

then start our review process.  And with any

gaming application, because of the natures -- the

nature of the project and, in this case, the size

of the project -- As you can see, it's a fairly

large project with a lot of components -- we have

to comply with the National Environmental Policy

Act.

And in order to comply with the National
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

Policy -- National Environmental Policy Act, in

this case, we do what's called an environmental

impact statement.  The environmental impact

statement is a -- it's a very -- a long process.

It's a very substantial document.  You know, we

generally measure it in terms of, you know, feet

of paper.  So, there's a lot to it and it takes a

long time to kind of get through that.

Some of you may have been here during the

initial phase, which was -- we call it the scoping

phase, and we -- we asked for comments on -- to

determine what the scope of the environmental

impact statement's gonna be, what -- what types of

things we should look at in reviewing this

project, were there air-quality, water-quality

issues, traffic analysis, all those kinds of

issues that come up during a -- a fairly

high-impact use such as this.

So, through -- through that comment period

and through some of the other ways that we look at

all of these projects, we developed a draft

environmental impact statement.  Once we've

developed that -- once we developed that draft

environmental impact statement, we had -- we

published in the federal register a 45-day comment
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

period that we're in right now, and that's the

purpose of the meeting this evening.

Once the 45-day comment period is completed,

the BIA in conjunction with the contractor, QPS --

Chris Miller is the team lead for -- for the

contractor -- we'll take all those comments and

respond to them through the document itself.  It

helps us make a stronger environmental document.  

We don't know -- we don't -- you know, again,

I'm from Bloomington, Minnesota.  We don't know

what roads will be impacted here.  We don't know

the different, you know, types of issues and

concerns that you all have.  And so we take very

seriously this -- this comment period and kind of

finding out from everyone what those concerns are.

Once we complete the draft environmental

impact statement, it then becomes a final

environmental impact statement and it is published

in the federal register, it's noticed in the

federal register, and then that -- the

environmental success -- part of this process is

complete.

So, that -- again, that brings me back to

this comment period.  What we're gonna do is each

person will have three minutes to provide their
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

comments.  I think somebody will be here with a --

something on a lollipop stick that shows green,

yellow, and red.

MR. MILLER:  That's me.

MR. DOIG:  There he is.  There's the guy.  

And so, you know, yellow means, I believe, 30

seconds left.  Red is, your time is up.  Of course

we don't have a cane or anything to pull you off

stage, so, you know, please just try and be

respectful.  I don't know -- we may have a lot of

comments, so we want to make sure we get to

everybody.  And we will get to everybody, you

know, no matter how long that takes.

Let's see.  What else?  

We will have two people walking around with

microphones, so if you want to -- we'll just start

out by -- with a hand-raising and we'll select

people -- they will come to you with the

microphone.  Please clearly state your name so

that -- again, so the court reporter can get that

so we can have it for the administrative record.

If the court reporter can't get your name at the

initial part, I may ask you to repeat it.

So, I guess with that, we can probably go

ahead and get started.  Are there -- can I just

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-445



     8

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

see a show of hands of how many people have

comments who would like to speak first.

Okay.  Then do we have your -- I think what

we'll do is we'll just try and -- there seems to

be quite a few.  So, if you want to come up here,

I think we'll start on this row here.  I'm sorry.

Can you show hands again who has comments.  

We'll just start right here, ma'am.

MS. RICHARDS:  Hello.  My name is Rhonda

Richards.  I live here in South Bend.  I was at

your first scope meeting and spoke also.  

First of all, I have always gone to all the

open meetings and enjoyed learning the culture of

the Potawatomi Indians and all the public things

that they have had.  I am sorry to say this is

something I am totally against.

I don't believe that bringing gaming into the

west side of South Bend -- even though there may

be jobs and even though those kind of economic

things are what a lot of people will speak about

tonight, that part of town has enough diversity

that when you add in what could be a negative

impact of the addiction of gaming, of people

losing what true hope is and going after something

that's an evasive hope, their families can be

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-446



     9

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

destroyed, their children can be hurt by lack of

money and things coming into the home that need to

be there, not spent at a casino.

I'm glad they want to build housing.  I'm

glad they want to have healthcare.  I'm glad they

want to establish themselves in Indiana.  There's

nothing wrong with that.  I am totally against

this gaming here.  I'm totally against it if they

would like to do it on their Elkhart property.  We

have enough casinos within an 80-mile radius or

closer.  We don't need another one.

Look at Atlantic City.  Look at the

restaurants that have closed and everything else

because of the free food and the free publicity

and things that they're getting in the casinos.

It's hurt the economy in the small, local areas.  

Our city has enough problem paying for

support from our fire and police department.  To

add the amount of influence that that could draw

from Chicago and other places to this area in a

part of town that has trouble anyway with crime is

not something we can afford to do.

I know we need jobs, I know the construction

would be great for the industry, but that project

is not good for us.
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TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

MR. DOIG:  Thank you.

MR. MANGAN:  My name's Patrick Mangan.  I'm

the executive director of Citizens for Community

Values of Indiana.  And this county has been my

home for 35 years since I came to go to Notre Dame

and have stayed and had my life and career here.

I've spent most of my adult life working for

charities here and also trying to drive out

another regulated business, the adult businesses

that once made South Bend the porn capital of

Michiana.  And along with it came public

corruption.  

And I'm concerned, having had our sheriff go

to prison at one point in corruption with a local

madam, having had councilmen go to prison in

corruption with a strip club, having yesterday a

county commissioner in an adjoining county across

the line in Michigan going to prison for violating

his bond from having embezzled a hundred thousand

dollars from a senior citizens facility and from a

fire department, violated by coming across the

line to another casino in Indiana several times.

So, he's looking at now 20 years in prison.

I've been an expert witness on the harms of

adult businesses and other regulated business on a
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local community.  We've had to overcome being the

porn capital of Michiana.  A lot of those

businesses are gone.  They're bulldozed and ready

for redevelopment now.  And we've had to overcome

the idea of corruption in our community.  And this

is not the same, but it's a destination point

based on an addictive behavior that often ensnares

those who are the least capable of taking their

money and putting into this 'cause they're the

most desperate.

So, at the end of this, there is very often

and almost always a series of addicted family

members and women and children left out in the

cold.  So, this isn't really a win-win.  It's a

win-loss.  It's a win for the casino, it's a loss,

you know, for the community.

I absolutely agree with what this young lady

said about the tribe.  I love the tribe, love the

idea that there could be development for the tribe

here.  But absolutely opposed to having gaming

here in our community.  I think it'll hurt it, not

help it.  And albeit, some financial gain

short-term.  

I think families will not want to locate in a

place that is identified by gaming.  Thank you.
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MR. HURLEY:  My name is Charles Hurley.  I'm

a lifelong resident of St. Joseph County with the

exception of the time I served in the Marine

Corps.  My career was in law enforcement.  

I retired from the South Bend police

department as chief of police in 1988.  I then

served as assistant director at Notre Dame, of the

police department there, for the next 17 years.

Later was recalled back to the South Bend police

department where I served as the interim chief for

a year.  In addition to that, I was elected the

St. Joseph County coroner for two 4-year terms.

I'm currently the chief deputy coroner.  

My initial contact with Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi occurred in 2012 when I was serving my

second stint as chief of police.  They were

sponsoring the Symetra tour golf tournament,

Blackthorn golf course, with the proceeds being

donated to build Memorial Children's Hospital in

South Bend.  The management of the golf course

requested South Bend police presence for traffic

control and security for this community event.

Through the period of planning -- and the

event that -- and we selected chairman of the

tribal council Scott Brewer, vice president of
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government affairs and community relations.  He

went back and had a career with Michigan state

police.  And Scott is career Air Force and also

spent time working in law enforcement.  

Through Matt and Scott, I met current

chairman John Lord and vice chairman Bob Moody.  I

believe that my police career qualified me as a

pretty good judge of character, and I strongly

believe that these gentlemen are of the highest

character.  They're committed to the people that

they serve and the community as a whole.

Providing housing, healthcare, and financial

resources to educate their people is a priority

for them.

I was contacted at a much later date and

asked if I would be willing to speak on their

behalf in favor of the development that they were

proposing.  I told them that I first do -- I would

first do some research and I wanted to speak with

law enforcement administrators in the New Buffalo,

Michigan, area.  

I've learned that the Pokagon's developments

have not caused any noticeable concerns or demands

for neighboring public safety departments.  

The location of their tribal housing and

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-451



    14

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

proposed casino is located near the US 31 bypass

and is ideally located to accommodate traffic in

and out of their complex.  

I was also informed that the many -- that the

Pokagons are served by a professional police

department that provides assistance on many

occasions to their neighboring agencies.  I've met

a few members of their police department.  I

concur on their abilities and professionalism.  

And also discovered the profit generated

through gaming stays locally, in contrast with

casinos to the west of South Bend, which are

controlled by Las Vegas.

Based upon my research, I've come to conclude

the developments of shopping centers, liquor

stores, and bars was a much greater demand on

public safety services than the Pokagon

development.  

The 500-pound elephant in the middle of the

room is the opinion that gaming is and causes an

addiction.  All of us know someone who has an

addiction and is unable to do things in

moderation.  

Alcohol addiction is a much more serious

problem.  Some people are addicted to tobacco,
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some people to food, some husbands believe their

wives are addicted to shopping.  In reality,

almost everyone is addicted to something.  We live

in a country where we have free will, and it is

impossible to legally ban all sources of

entertainment.

That's it?  

MR. MILLER:  Yes.  

MR. HURLEY:  Okay.

MR. DOIG:  Just so it's clear, even if it's

after three minutes, if he has written comments,

we'll certainly take them and put them as part of

the administrative record.  So, he'll be able to

submit whatever he's put together there.  

Thank you, sir.

MS. RICHMOND:  Hello.  My name is Cheri

Richmond, and I live at 1015 South Gladstone in

South Bend, Indiana.  And the reasons why I feel

the citizens of South Bend should be for the

casino is, if having a casino in South Bend,

Indiana, can create 2,000-plus jobs, I'm all for

it.  

Each and every time some citizen of South

Bend leave their homes, they are confronted with

panhandlers begging for money, food, and shelter.
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Anytime there are human beings -- anytime there

are human beings begging and lying out on the

streets of South Bend, Indiana, is not a good look

for this city.

Bringing a casino here and creating jobs

could help others achieve that American dream that

we were taught about as little children.  It gives

citizens hope for the future, makes them feel

better about themselves when they are employed.  I

know how it feels, because I've been employed --

unemployed, and it's not fun.

They say that South Bend is a dying, demising

city.  South Bend's city sign says it represents

the 21st century, but I can't tell it does.  Yes,

Mishawaka looks like it represents the 21st

century, but South Bend has fallen short in that

area.  We don't even have a shopping mall anymore

in South Bend.  We have to do most of our

shopping, entertainment, and dining in the city of

Mishawaka.  

South Bend is the fourth largest city in

Indiana.  We should have more to offer people that

visit and live here.  When students finish their

college education here in South Bend, they leave

because the city has nothing to offer them.  No
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jobs and no entertainment, so they leave, along

with other citizens.  

We have to make businesses want to open up

here.  You have to make people want to work and

live here.  Bringing a casino would not only

generate jobs but bring other businesses to our

area.  Once they see that South Bend is booming,

they will want to get on board.  

Everybody likes making money.  A casino will

bring positive revenue to our city.  Charity

starts at home.  Why keep building up other cities

patronizing their casinos?  We should keep our

money in our city.  Citizens waste gas money

driving to other citizens (sic) to support

casinos.  Citizens take buses and carpool over to

other cities to their casinos -- to their casinos.

All of that money could be generated and stay

right here in our hometown.  

We complain about not having enough money in

our city, yet some of us want to turn down money

that could be -- that could go -- that could go

towards those buildings up in our city, in our

neighborhoods.  

One of the main reasons why -- one of the

main reasons why crime rates go up is because of
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the lack of unemployment (sic).  People feel that

they have to beg, steal, or kill for what they

want.  If building a casino in South Bend in

Indiana can bring 2,000-plus jobs, they have a

better chance finding unemployment -- employment.  

Mom-and-pop small businesses have nothing to

worry about as long as they have great service.

And their customers, they will be loyal.  They

will still have their loyal customers that will

tell their neighbors that they're sitting next to

in the casinos "Let's go eat" down at the

mom-and-pop businesses.  

MR. DAVIS:  Good evening.  My name is Oliver

Davis.  I'm a councilman on the city council

representing the 6th District, and tonight I would

like to present part of the resolution that is

signed.  I would like to notify to all of you that

every single member of the city council of South

Bend has signed this resolution and -- along with

Mayor Pete Buttigieg.

We want to welcome the Pokagon Indians to

South Bend, not just because (indiscernible,

audience clapping) -- I just have to look south to

see some of our colleagues in Indianapolis who

chose not to welcome people and the fact that they
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had to put so much money into the budget is now to

try to correct their mistake in dealing with that.

We don't need to do that.

It says in Section 1, the South Bend common

council is proud -- and I want to use it's good to

be proud -- to recognize that the Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi Indians has a ten-county service

delivery area all around this area.  

Section 2, the common council recognizes

considerable potential benefit to the city for the

proposed tribal village and related developments

near Rum Village in the 6th council district in

South Bend.  The Pokagon Band vision includes

housing, healthcare services, tribal government

facilities and everything else you see there.  

We are glad to sign this whole resolution.  

Some people accused us of rushing this.

Personally, I've been working with this group for

over two years.  They came and talked to the South

Bend common council back in 2013, and they talked

to us about it before.  

This resolution came out of the fact that I

met with the Prairie Apartments neighborhood right

in front of this development.  We had our 6th

District council meeting over there, and they came
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and talked about it.  They're more closer than the

neighbors below, who spoke last night.  I respect

their opinion and I hear everybody, but right

there is where Prairie Park is and Bruno's.  We

met right up there and had some great pizza.  It

was delicious.  

And so speaking about food, I'm a vegetarian,

even though you can get big, and I don't smoke nor

do I drink.  But as a councilman, I do not

regulate that.  

I do not try to stop anybody from smoking in

this town.  I fought against those who would try

to cut down the bars in my district.  I stood up

and fought for every smoking bar in there, because

if you want to smoke, you can smoke.  You know, I

don't like smoking, but I fight for that.  

If you want to drink after a Notre Dame

football game who live in Notre Dame, Indiana, you

drink, you give me a lemonade, I'm cool.  You

know.  And so therefore -- that's where we are.  I

got 30 seconds.  And so therefore, my thing is,

your city council should not regulate your own

personal behavior.  

And I'm a therapist dealing with alcohol

addiction.  Been in service for over 20 years.
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So, please don't talk about issues of addiction.

I understand all of that.   

We want to welcome them to the 6th District.

I understand our concerns.  But here in the 

6th District, we do leave the light on for you.  

So, thank you, and we appreciate you coming.   

MR. PHILLIPS:  Hello.  My name is Corbin

Phillips.  I'm a resident of South Bend, Indiana.

I've been living away from South Bend for the past

seven years.  I just recently moved back here to

South Bend.  And the reason why I moved back was

to trace my ancestry, my lineage.  

Some may look at me and say I'm African

American.  But three years ago I found my

great-grandmother on a Dawes Rolls.  I'm a Choctaw

Indian.  Okay?  Right born here in South Bend,

Indiana.  

Indiana.  The name comes from the Indians.

Okay?  So, as a resident here of this city and the

state, we owe the Indians -- me, myself, and

others -- this opportunity to actually help build

their culture back here.  

Everybody knows the history of the United

States, the trouble chairs and everything else

that happened.  So, let's not forget that.  
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So, this particular opportunity is for them

to basically reestablish their heritage and to

actually gain some revenue for their own people.

Enough said.

MR. GERSCHOFFER:  My name is Sal Gerschoffer.

I live at 2101 Prairie Avenue, just about five

blocks east of the -- where the casino's gonna be.

And I'm glad it's gonna be there.  I'm 86 years

old.  I'm a Korean War veteran.  Thirty-five

thousand of my friends -- 35,000 of my friends are

laying anywhere from United States to South Korea.

They -- if most of you, I guess, read the

paper today, repeating what this young lady said

just a little while ago, that there will be 1,400

temporary jobs.  Now, who could turn that down?

Who can be against it?  There's gonna be 2,000

permanent jobs.  

Also, if you are a good card dealer, I was

just informed last week a good card dealer can

make $80,000 a year.  Now, who could be against

that?  Eighty thousand dollars.  That's for --

just for dealing cards.  I think I got in the

wrong profession, I think, myself.  And the

beginners, $42,000.  

Now, who could turn that down?  Who could be
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against 80,000 and $42,000 a year?  Somebody's

gotta be out of their mind.  

Permanent jobs are gonna be good for South

Bend.  We need a good, good employee (sic), and

the Pokagon game is gonna be good for employees.

MS. DEVALL:  Hello.  My name is Courtney

Devall.  I'm from Mishawaka, Indiana.  I currently

work at the Dowagiac property.  I've been a proud

employee of Four Winds, New Buffalo, for three and

a half years before making my transfer to

Dowagiac.  I currently live just south of the 31

bypass.  So, by putting this casino in, I will be

very close to home if decided to transfer.

I want to say that I'm very proud of my

tribe -- I'm also Pokagon Potawatomi -- and

everything that we have done for the surrounding

communities, in New Buffalo, Dowagiac, with not

only the fire departments, the police departments,

but we've also worked with the schools and the

roads, and we're keeping the community happy,

healthy, safe.  

I don't see a problem with this going in.

It's going to generate so many permanent jobs

here, and it's -- it's not a bad thing, people.

Change is good.  We're gonna make this community
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prominent again, and these are our only

intentions.  

MR. COMPTON:  Good evening.  My name is

Michael Compton, and I'm here today as a

representative of the electrical workers, IBEW

Local 153, the St. Joseph County Building Trades.

In those positions, I represent approximately

4,000 tradesmen and well over a hundred

contractors for the union construction industry.

I'm here to speak in favor of the proposed Pokagon

housing, hotel, and casino development.

My relation with -- my relationship with

Pokagon started about ten years ago.  It began

with the development of the hotel/casino project

in New Buffalo.  Early in the planning stages of

the project, the Pokagons saw the value of the

unionized building trades and expressed this by

entering into a project labor agreement, which

allowed us to help them achieve their dreams.

Much like the development proposed in South

Bend will do, the New Buffalo project provided

hundreds of thousands of hours worked by members

of the building trades during the construction.

The people that worked on that project and that

will work on the South Bend project will be local
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craftsmen, your friends and your neighbors.  Those

craftsmen will make wages and benefits that are

family-sustaining.  These projects also fund

apprenticeship and training programs that will

provide training needed to supply skilled

craftsmen for future development in our community.

While working with the Pokagons, I came to

understand more about them and their goals.

Besides providing construction jobs that are

important to me and the industry I represent, I

learned that the goal -- that the goals of the

Pokagons was to improve the lives of their tribal

members and make a positive contribution to the

community in general.

I feel the Pokagons have accomplished their

goal and continue to do so.  They do so by

ensuring their memberships -- their members are

working on their construction projects.  They do

so by working with local communities and

officials, providing help and assistance in areas

of need.

They do so by providing thousands of

construction jobs to build their facilities.  They

do so by working with local contractors and

vendors in development and operations -- in the
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development and operations of their projects.

They do so by partnering with local businesses and

organizations like the South Bend Cubs, St. Joe

Valley Chamber of Commerce, Mishawaka Business

Association, just to name a few.

I think it's very rare that a community has

the opportunity to bring a whole new industry, one

that is completely different than anything we

already have.  We have that opportunity in front

of us, and we cannot let that slip away.  

In closing, I will end where I started.  I'm

here this evening representing -- I'm here this

evening speaking on the behalf of approximately

4,000 tradesmen and over a hundred contractors.

Speaking for them and myself, we strongly support

the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians' proposed

development.

MR. MYLES:  Good evening.  My name is Stan

Myles.  I am a resident of South Bend.  I live in

St. Joseph County.  That's not where I grew up.  I

grew up in New Buffalo.  I am a proud Bison class

of 1980.  As community partners, the Pokagons have

given back to my hometown.  

And let me tell you a little bit about

scholarships.  She talked a little bit about it.
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I'm gonna tell you about the numbers.  The

Pokagon/Bison scholarship has a value of

$4.79 million in it.  That's what was put in.

They spent out 1.6.  That's given back to the kids

that go to that school.  The fund balance right

now is just over 3 million.  

Where do these kids go from there?  The

graduation -- they have 221 eligibles, 199 of

those eligibles have used scholarship monies.

That's good stuff.  Because those kids that go to

school, they learn more, they are able to give

back and be good community members.

Let's see.  In 2010, there was 47 percent of

the students using it.  2011, 64.  2012, 82

percent of the grads used those scholarship

monies.  2013, 73 percent.  That's good for the

community.  That's way above the national average.

And 66 percent of those that started it are still

using it today.  So, I want to thank the Pokagons

for giving back to my hometown.

But the hearing tonight is not about just the

scholarships.  It's about the Pokagons, who are

the only tribe that are from this state.  Only

recognized tribe.  So, I say let's give them back

that footprint back in this state.

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-465



    28

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

They have -- I can tell you the property up

there in New Buffalo -- I used to hunt that as a

kid, and it was rough.  And I tell you what, it

looks beautiful today.  Wilson Road -- when you're

a kid and you're a teenager, you drive that car

down Wilson Road back in those days, it was fun

because it was rough.  Now it looks beautiful.

And I can tell you that that right there will look

beautiful and it will not be an eyesore.  

So, if this community is going to be pro

business, then let's be for business and let's

bring 'em here.

MR. GARNER:  Good evening.  My name's James

Garner.  I'm president of the local crafts

building trades representing thousands of workers

and thousands of contractors in the area.  The

Pokagons have been very transparent with us, have

been talking with us for well over a year and a

half.  

And some of the impacts of the revenues that

the Pokagons have put into local government as

well as the gentleman here before talking about

into the scholarships.  But in addition, the

creation of the development around this

development, bringing other investment in here.
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We have Notre Dame, we have the investment

Ignition Park bringing in some of the best

technological businesses in the country to here,

to bring high-paying jobs.  We've been involved a

lot with diversities in the communities, working

with, you know, minorities, working with women

business enterprises.  This is good for South

Bend.  This is good for all of us.

Try and figure out something that's negative

about it.  Our citizens are driving over to these

other establishments and spending their revenues

over there.  This money is going out of town.

They are bringing this money back to this town in

addition to bringing money that -- their revenues

to improve our community.  If you want to sit

there and gamble, you can go to the local gas

station and spend a hundred dollars on lottery

tickets.  It's going to the state.

This here will create so many jobs in the

development outside of this development.  Will

create more jobs.  It is going to attract people

to South Bend.  It's been the mission of this

community, it's been the mission of the mayor,

it's been the mission of the council, it's a

mission of the building trades to create a better
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life for our community.

Thank you.

MS. RIVERA:  Hi, everyone.  My name is Jesusa

Rivera, and I'm Indiana's Hispanic and Latino

first commissioner.  My role in Indiana's

Commission for Hispanic and Latino Affairs is to

work with economic, educational, and social

equality.  That includes promoting cooperation and

understanding.

I've known John Warren for over -- over -- a

little over 20 years.  Right?  And he's like

family to me.  So, during this time, I've observed

how Pokagon citizens continue to be discriminated

against despite being upstanding members of the

community.

I've witnessed Pokagon citizens treated like

outsiders, and I've seen politicians and community

leaders make disparaging remarks about them in the

media.  Despite all of this, the Pokagon Band has

endured this unfair treatment and have gone above

and beyond to give back to this community.

I'm here today -- I'm here today to support

the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians in their

quest to restore their land here in South Bend.  I

believe that the Pokagon Band -- the Pokagon
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Band's project will improve the quality of life

for Pokagon citizens, there's -- those that are in

the surrounding areas in the communities and

minority and low-income populations.  

But more than anything, this is just the

right and just thing to do.  The Pokagon Band's

proposed development will bring needed jobs to

this region.  

According to the United States Department of

Labor, the unemployment rate in South Bend in

January of 2015 was 7.1 percent.  In the month of

March, the Bureau of Labor Statistics announced

that nationally unemployment was at 5.5 percent.

So, you see the difference.  They also announced

that at the same time, for African Americans, the

rate was at 10.4 percent, and for Latinos, 6.6

percent.

The Pokagon Band South Bend project will

produce nearly one -- 1,500 full-time construction

jobs.  That deserves an applause.  One thousand

eight hundred permanent full-time jobs to staff

tribal government and commercial operations on

site.

The jobs will also be in addition -- an

additional 1,500 permanent full-time jobs that are
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gonna be created off site due to the economic

growth generated by the project.  

The South Bend project will produce

substantial benefits for the minority and

low-income population, including the Pokagon Band

citizens.  Positive economic impact for the

project should also raise the median annual

household income -- income and also higher the

percentage of those that are living below the

poverty guideline.  

The Pokagon Band plays a significant and

positive role in our community, and I feel that it

is important to show them that they have my

support.

MR. NIEZGODSKI:  Good evening.  My name is

Jerry Niezgodski, and I live here in South Bend.

I'm here to speak in favor of this development.  

First of all, from an environmental point of

view, if any of you have been up to New Buffalo

and have seen the care and respect that has been

shown the land in that area, that -- I have no

fear that what will be built here in South Bend

will be built with the same quality, care, and

respect.

I am in favor of this, but I want to address
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some of the opponents first.  One of the things

they cite is that -- they talk about these studies

about Atlantic City and other places, about

detrimental impact of gambling.  Well, I don't

know about Atlantic City, but I do know -- one

thing I know about Atlantic City is it was ripe

with crime and unemployment before the casinos

came, and it still is.  

But there's -- there's -- there's a major

difference, though, too.  There's a major

difference in density.  We're talking about a city

much larger than South Bend, with a high density

of gambling, versus one casino here.  

In my heart, I don't think you can take that

data and translate it and extrapolate it and apply

it to South Bend.  Does it apply to New Buffalo,

does it apply to Hartford, Dowagiac, I don't think

so.  

As far as public safety, I will defer to

Chief Hurley, who spoke earlier, and others.  I

don't think that's gonna be an issue.  Their --

their public safety force is of high quality.  And

I think, knowing how they've worked with

communities before, they will work very well with

local area police.  So, I have no fear with that.  
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People talk about taxes.  Well, they argue

that, well, they're gonna be exempt from taxes.

Well, you remember the old company called General

Electric?  Did you hear about how they don't even

pay any taxes?  Well, as far as that goes, did GE

or does GE -- do they build homes, medical

facilities, or fund afterschool programs for the

communities where their people live and where they

operate?  No.

Better yet, let's take a look at what the

Pokagon Band has done with money earned from their

casino operations.  They have a proven track

record of giving back to the community where

they're located.  

They invested in afterschool programs for

children in their tribal community.  They put over

2200 people to work as a result of their economic

development in New Buffalo, Hartford, and

Dowagiac.  They have given more than $24 million

to local governments in the New Buffalo area.  

The Pokagon fund, if any of you have heard of

that, has given over $12.8 million to local

governments and nonprofit since 2007, including

right here in South Bend.  Hartford, Dowagiac, and

New Buffalo as well.  
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The band has paid nearly $71 million to the

Michigan Economic Development Corporation.  And I

have a question for you.  When is the last time

you heard of any business entity giving money back

to the state, that they don't have to?  Please

think about this.

So, in closing -- I just want to wrap up.  I

have more comments, but my one I would go to is,

this is full circle.  Think of who was here first.

Now they're back.  Let's support them.  Let's

support them.  I understand there's a response

issue, but let's be honest.  If you really look at

this, the pros far much heavily outweigh the

negatives.

Thank you.

MR. TESHKA:  My name is Jake Teshka.  I'm

representing a group called Citizens for a Better

Michiana.  We have folks all over the crowd here.

You might recognize them because most of them are

wearing red.  Some of them aren't.  And if you're

here in support of the casino and wearing red, I

apologize.  But, you know, most of us are in the

corner back here, so I wanted to jump up and grab

the microphone before we started losing folks.  

Jerry brought up Atlantic City.  And we have
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talked about Atlantic City and about how in 1977

there were 232 eating and drinking establishments

there, and then within three years, that number

declined to 160.  And then a few years after that,

that number had declined to 142.  Jerry, South

Bend is not Atlantic City, but I think that we can

definitely look at that as a case study. 

There's a gentleman here with our group who

actually grew up outside of Atlantic City, and

hopefully he'll tell you a little bit about the

horrors of growing up around -- that the gaming

industry had.

The gaming industry as a whole is a predator.

It's estimated that anywhere between 35 to as much

as 55 percent of the gaming industry's revenues

come from problem gamblers.  

In the BIA's draft economic -- or draft

environmental impact statement, they admitted

themselves that -- that when casinos like this

move into communities like ours, problem gambling

increases, which leads to an increase in

bankruptcies, divorces, suicides, and crime.  

And, you know, I don't want to just talk

about the social impact.  I want to talk about the

economic impact.  Studies from University of
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Illinois showed that major consumer businesses

avoid high-gambling areas like they would

high-crime areas.  And study after study showed

that casinos like this become one-stop shops for

dining, entertainment, and lodging and tend to

push out smaller businesses.  

And so, you know, we are for what's great for

Michiana, and we're for having the tribe here.  If

we're talking about housing and we're talking

about medical facilities and government

facilities, by all means, we are absolutely a

hundred percent for that.  If we're talking about

a strip -- or a shopping mall, that's great too.

Those are things that would be awesome for our

community.  However, a casino would not be.

And Jerry mentioned taxes.  Quite frankly,

Jerry, I think that GE should be paying taxes.

And I think that a casino like this should be --

should be paying taxes as well.  It's estimated --

one study estimated that for every dollar a casino

brings into a community, it takes $3 out.

You know, it's just -- if you go back and

look at the studies, there's books -- and I only

got a few seconds here and hopefully some of my

companions back there will pick up where I left
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off.  

But I think we need to have a broader

discussion about this.  I don't think one public

hearing is enough.  I would -- actually, I would

ask Mr. Doig to please hold additional hearings.

I think we need to have a broader discussion, a

public discussion, about this.  Public really

hasn't been able to weigh in.  

Those in the media who said last night at the

city council meeting that there was pretty much a

consensus that South Bend residents wanted this

thing, I'd like to say look at all the red shirts

in this room.  I'd like to say look at the fact

that last night five people spoke for the

resolution and five people spoke against it.

There's definitely not a consensus.  This

community is split, and we need a broader

discussion.

Thank you.

MR. DOIG:  And if we can, since we're still

on this side of the house here, if somebody who

wants to come up next -- if you want to just stand

there when this person is up, and that way, we

don't have to wait for everybody to come up.

MS. MUHAMMAD:  My name is Gladys Muhammad.
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I'm a lifelong resident of South Bend.  And let me

clarify my red.  I'm all red because of equality.

Women ought to make as much money as men.

But I want to say, I'm a community organizer

and I work on the west side of South Bend.  In

1989, we had a notorious block, and people told us

we couldn't clean up that block, and we did.  And

today, it's 65 affordable housing looking good.  

Then they told us we couldn't do anything

with the natatorium that had been empty for 25

years, and it's a great civil rights heritage

center.  Then they told us we couldn't do anything

with Hansel Cinema on the west side of South Bend,

and it's Notre Dame's culture center.  

And then Joan B. Kroc said that she was gonna

give $52 million to put a Sentinal the -- in the

most deplorable place in South Bend, Indiana,

where low-income people could have a place that

was as good as affluent people.  Then we put the

Kroc and the Kroc is there.  Fifty-two million

dollars.  The most diverse place, and it's looking

good.  

Without a vision, them people perish.  And we

don't want to have a dying city in South Bend,

like this lady said before.  
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I don't gamble, but I'm for that gambling's

adding.  I know people that do gamble.  When

somebody said you know what, they go to New

Buffalo, they go to Michigan City, and they give

their money to Michigan City.  Leave their money

here in South Bend.  We could use that money.

I think it's a good thing.  And so I'm for

the Pokagons putting that casino in South Bend,

Indiana.  Bring it on.

MR. NEAL:  Hello.  My name is Mark Neal.  I'm

a resident of South Bend.  I'm also the chief

operating officer at Bradley Company here in South

Bend.  Brad Toothaker, our firm's president and

CEO, was unable to be here, and he apologizes that

he couldn't attend this evening because he's out

of town.  

But we have been providing innovative

services for commercial real estate, the needs of

Northern Indiana and Western Michigan, since 1978.

Bradley Company is committed to and actively

invests in the growth and prosperity of our local

community, which is one of the many reasons why

I'm speaking to you today.  

I've spoken with Chairman John Warren, many

of the leadership of the Pokagon Band.  They are
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people with tremendous integrity, tremendous

honesty, tremendous love of this community,

tremendous love of this land.  This is not part of

my notes, but they talk about seven generations,

doing something for seven generations.  

When we look at what they've done so far with

their developments, what they've done with the --

whether it's in Hartford or New Buffalo or

Dowagiac, look what they're doing in education and

in healthcare and their support for so many local

community initiatives here, whether they're

nonprofits and others that they're partnered with.

The Four Winds Field, Andrew Berlin, the South

Bend Cubs.  As former city controller, as former

deputy mayor, those are tremendous partners to

have in our community.  That's what we need.

You heard about the number of jobs both in

construction as well as the full-time

employment -- employment opportunities.  These are

the kind of jobs we want.  These are clean.  These

are green jobs here in South Bend.  There's,

again, tremendous benefits.  Economic benefits,

quality-of-life benefits.  

And people who it does only right that they

are here.  It's just and right they're back on
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their land that they have demonstrated the

preservation of land -- oar lands that they own,

that they are committed to this community.  They

are committed to this area.  Not because of this

particular investment, but because it's who they

are in our community and we should support them.

Thank you.

MS. DODY:  Hello.  My name is Jasmine Dody,

and I'm in favor of this casino.  We need this

casino not only to help the Indians of the

Potawatomi tribe, but it will help the city of

South Bend, Indiana, grow and prosper.  

Not only will it bring more people into the

city, but it will help the people in South Bend

not have to travel to Michigan City and other

casino places.  The city will be able to rebuild

itself with the revenue being brought in from the

outside cities.  The money will be kept in South

Bend instead of giving it to Michigan City.  

We cannot let the other cities grow while we

are left behind.  We need these jobs not only for

Latinos like myself, but Caucasians, African

Americans, and everybody that lives in the city of

South Bend.  No matter what your color, this is

our city.  South Bend.  
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We cannot just sit here and do nothing while

our people move to cities just because there are

no more jobs.  We have to fight for this casino,

for our city.  More than anything, we have to

fight for the people of South Bend.  And I am in

favor of this casino for that.

MS. HUGHES:  I'm Kelly Hughes from Granger,

Indiana.  There are four significant reasons why

this casino project is a bad idea.  

Number one, philosophical.  It is a giant

step to go from setting aside tribal lands for the

preservation of traditional Native American

culture to allowing Native Americans to buy up

additional lands and operate on them businesses

having nothing to do with their traditional

culture, without having to follow the laws, rules,

and taxes that govern all the rest of us.

Number two, speaking of taxes, St. Joe County

as a major problem with too many properties that

are off the tax rolls.  This is something that --

last I knew, that they were actively working on

trying to reverse.  If significant portions of the

land are not paying taxes, that means the rest of

us are paying more than our share.

This project will take all of that land off
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the tax rolls.  That means the money would not go

to schools, the money would not go to

firefighters, EMS, police.  The money would not go

to libraries, to the airport, or to county

general.

Number three, market analysis.  Are you folks

all aware that there's something like four casinos

now within an hour of here?  The analysis suggests

that the market is saturated.  Another casino will

only hurt the remaining -- the current casinos and

itself.

And number four, there is ample research

about what happens to the community immediately

surrounding a casino development.  Businesses take

a hit because people that used to go to those

businesses no longer are comfortable with being in

those areas.  And they're competing with what just

went into the casino area.  So, local businesses

suffer.

And there are increases in crime.  We would

be throwing open our arms to a whole lot of drug

dealers, prostitution, muggers.  I mean, is this

really what you want to do to the neighborhood

surrounding this area?

Any one of those four reasons ought to kill
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this project.  The fact that there are -- there's

a second one is the kiss of death.  The fact that

there's a third one is a nail in the coffin.  And

the fact that there are four major -- financial,

economic, neighborhood development, and

philosophical -- reasons why this is a bad idea I

think makes anyone who would vote for it look like

a -- an ignorant dreamer.  You can't believe that

this is going to be good for this community.

MR. DOIG:  I would ask, please, if you'd show

respect for everybody providing comments so that

everybody feels comfortable coming up here.

That's part of the process.  Thank you.

MR. SHROCK:  Good evening, ladies and

gentlemen.  My name is Keith D. Shrock,

S-h-r-o-c-k.  I am the founder of LORD Marketing

in South Bend.  We're the number one marketing

firm.  You can Google us online.  Also number one

for advertising investment properties, and we own

two-thirds of the page under Facebook marketing

for South Bend.  Also Indiana Facebook marketing.  

I am against this casino.  Not the hotel, not

any daycares or anything else that would go on.  I

just heard about this a couple of days ago.  Some

of you may have been working on this for ten
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years.  

My dad is ex-vice president -- former vice

president of Fidler Corporation, so we're well

aware of construction jobs and those types of

things.  I'm not against construction people.

This is not an ethnic issue.  I went to two

churches of color, where I served, with honor, a

black pastor, and was honored to do so.  I took

care of his mother in Karl King Towers.  Okay?

So, let's separate the casino away from everything

else that's going on here.  

And this is not an ethnic thing.  I have a

son-in-law that's part Pokagon.  Pokagon blood

runs through his veins, and he takes good care of

his woman, like he's supposed to.  All right?

I'm against the casino, and I will work with

Patrick Fangot and anybody else for morals and

community values.  I could do video.  I can do

press releases.  I can shut this thing down.

Social media has taken down governments that run

nations.  

You don't understand.  Please.  The way to

rebuild South Bend from the ashes is through 

tech -- nanotech here in South Bend, through

places like HUMMER where they have Mercedes-Benz

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-484



    47

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

coming in here.  Those are the jobs.  

And thank you for your time here.  Your time

cannot be replaced.  And this is what takes --

what it takes for South Bend to rebuild, this

community involvement right here.  Talk -- talk to

somebody.  Have coffee with them and have a meal

with them.  That's how you get along with other

racial, ethnic groups.  That's how you get along

with Spanish people.  That's how you date your

future spouse.

Thank you for your time.  

MS. SALAZAR:  Thank you.  My name is Benito

Salazar from South Bend.  I came here in 1965, and

I was a migrant farmworker just across the bypass

here, about a mile from the proposed facility.

I remember many times that we found

arrowheads, and I had all my children that went

through school as show-and-tell about those

arrowheads.  At the beginning, I didn't know

exactly what was going on, 'cause we kept finding

arrowheads in our property on -- right off

Mayflower Road.  I found out later it was a

Pokagon.  I found out also, in history, that they

were taken out of this area.  It's time to bring

you back.
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I love the idea of the casino.  I love the

idea of the housing.  I love the idea of the jobs.

I have been visiting many businesses on the

western corridor.  They welcome you.  They're

ready to support you and find ways in how we can

work together on the 6th District.

I do not believe -- they do not believe, a

lot of businesses on the western corridor, that

this is gonna hurt their business.  They believe

on what they have.  It's something different, and

they will be able to gain from your business also.

So, I do welcome and we all welcome you.  So,

on behalf of the (indiscernible), my grandfather

was full-blooded Indiana, I welcome you.  This

Latino is for you.

MR. MOORE:  Good evening.  My name is Bob,

Bob Moore.  And unlike some of the people before

me, I don't have notes and numbers.  I have

experience.  

I grew up on a little island about two miles

north of Atlantic City, New Jersey.  And Atlantic

City at that time was about Coppertone and sand

and saltwater taffy and people coming down from

Philadelphia for a week or two weeks' vacation and

getting sunburnt too much and going to the little
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restaurants all over and walking the boardwalk.  

And then they would extend the season a

little bit with the Miss America Pageant down the

boardwalk.  And then winter, everybody went back

to Philadelphia except the few of us that actually

lived there and kept the place running.  

It was wholesome, it was healthy.  We knew

the mayor in our little town, Brigantine.  We knew

the people that ran the school board.  They helped

take care of us.  It was just my mom and me.  We

didn't have my dad in the home.  And they made

sure that we were safe and that we had good people

in our apartment.  

And then gambling came to Atlantic City.  And

the first thing I heard about was that the

president of the school board, who had a little

jewelry store next to the -- one of the large

hotels in Atlantic City, was executed, he and his

son, in his jewelry store.  And then the guy got

on the bus and went back to New York.  And that

was the mob.  That wasn't the Indians.  

But we realized that this wasn't just another

business.  With hotels came casinos.  And one by

one, they were torn down and replaced with bigger

places.  And it was a lot of money spent due to
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the construction.  There is construction in this.

However, now they're empty.  Over half the casinos

in Atlantic City are not in use anymore.

Casino/hotels.  Most of the small businesses are

gone.  They were destroyed early.  

But the most tragic thing was the inner city,

the back of the city, the places where the people

lived and worked, that ran the little businesses

in Atlantic City.  Now they're filled with

derelicts, broken people, people who come to spend

money that they can't afford to lose, and now they

can't even go back to their homes because they're

embarrassed and ashamed.  There's suicides.  

It's terrible and tragic.  It's turned

Atlantic City from a Coppertone city to a very,

very sad place.  We had to move out.  It was too

much crime in our little island.  And we finally

sold our house and left.  

And that's my side of it.  

It's not -- well, one other thing to mention.

The same thing has happened to Las Vegas.  If you

go to Las Vegas, there are huge hotels that have

been built that have never been used because

gambling is saturated there, just like it will be

here.  
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It will be saturated here by these other

facilities.  Is that -- that's what I see

happening here.  I see the promises will not be

kept.  The community will be degraded and

ultimately destroyed.  

When you go to Las Vegas, they hand out cards

telling you where to find prostitutes.  I have to

go there for conventions.  There won't be any

conventions attached to this.  This will just be

gaming, and it will be unbelievably destructive to

families, to your neighborhoods, to your

businesses -- the small ones -- to your homes.

People will come here, stay within have complex

and then leave.

Thank you very much.  I've used my time.

MR. BAUMBAUGH:  My name is Barry Baumbaugh.

I reside in Granger, Indiana.  I have no problem

with the Pokagon bettering themselves.  I have no

problem with businesses legally developing.  The

problem I have with -- and this is with the Bureau

of Indian Affairs.  Why are we ceding sovereign

U.S. soil, sovereign Indiana soil, to a sovereign

nation outside of that?  

We took, in 1776, a lot of land from the

British, and I don't see the British buying up

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-489



    52

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

land in New England and creating British

territories.  

I do not want to see tribal land created.  

If the Pokagons want to build a casino, it's

not legal unless it's on Pokagon land, if they can

get it legal.  Hotels, I have no problem with

that.  But I do have a problem with the fact that

they have severe advantage financially against the

other businesses in the community, because those

other businesses have to pay taxes.  

I understand the Pokagons give back to the

community, and that's nice, that's great.  Only

problem is, maybe those little businesses would

too if they didn't have to pay the taxes.  But

they've got the full force of the government

putting a gun to their head, saying pay the taxes.

The Pokagons will not have that.  

I hear people saying this is South Bend.  You

know, I don't think South Bend's gonna lay claim

to much of that land inside those borders.  That's

tribal land, tribal law.  Look up the Pokagons'

constitution.  I have no problem with them having

a constitution.  That's tribal land, tribal law.

Better think about that before you start

wanting to secede land of the U.S. to a sovereign
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nation.  Where does it end?  

I thank you for your time.

MR. NOVALL:  My name's Brandon Novall

(phonetic).  I'm from Granger.  I think people

have made most of the points that I had.  The big

thing is competing with people who have to pay

taxes.  

You know, if you want to put in a casino and

you get it done -- I think we need to be

consistent with law.  I mean, equal with law.  If

we're okay with putting a casino in because it'll

bring jobs in, why is it only okay for some people

to put it in?  

And I think that there aren't a whole lot of

things that you should be comfortable with that

you wouldn't want to have to explain to children

when you tell them that they can do anything they

want in this country and when you tell them you

can -- you can be an astronaut, you can do this,

you can do this, you can -- oh, wait, not all of

you can.  

There's -- we've created classes.  We're

supposed to be a melting pot, bring everyone

together.  And I realize this isn't really a

local -- at this level, a local issue.  It is,
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again, the federal -- the bureau of Indian

Affairs.  But if you're not okay with some people

doing it, you probably shouldn't be okay with

other people doing it.  

So, we need to make up our mind consistently

with equality under the law.  Do we want a casino

here, and why is it that we want it here?  If we

want it for the jobs, we want it for the jobs.

But the way it's going in now gives unfair

advantage to certain people.

Thank you for your time.

MR. DAVEY:  My name is Jeff Davey.  I'm here

at the request of Bruno and Rosa Catolo, two

80-year-old Italian immigrants who on Valentine's

Day 1979 founded Bruno's Original Pizza at 2610

Prairie Avenue.  

The gentleman with the cards, the red and

yellow cards, is not gonna need them, because

Bruno told me one thing.  He said, "Find out

what's going on, and tell me if it's good or bad."

He's a simple man.  And when he tells me to do

something, I do it.  

So, I researched it for a year.  I met with

the tribe and their representatives, Chief Warren,

the grizzly bear.  And all I can say is this is
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one of the best things to happen to the southwest

side in a long time.  The southwest side of South

Bend has been neglected and ignored for long

enough, and now it's time that it's taken care of,

and economic development that it has needed for so

long is finally gonna happen.  

I hear all of these naysayers and these

fearmongers with what they have to say, and I'm --

I'm afraid that there's one retail business that

is the closest neighbor, if you look to the map,

and we're not afraid of this at all.  We're not

afraid that we're gonna be closed down.  We need

to sell lots of pizza and a lot of pasta

(indiscernible, clapping) Pokagon Band of Indians.

So, thank you, Chief Warren, and thank you to

all of your members of your tribe.  I have to

leave now 'cause I got to make pizzas and sell

them.  Thank you very much.

MS. PARKER:  Well, that's no fun to follow.

Good evening.  My name is Gerry Parker.  I'm

here speaking on behalf of myself and my husband

and our family.  We are very close neighbors to

the Potawatomi Indians out here, and we are here

to speak in favor of the project for a couple of

reasons.
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As Jeffrey said, this part of town has been a

dumping ground and neglected for years.  We need

positive -- positive development.  How do I judge

positive development?  This is the only project in

20 years of living in South Bend that I know of

that hasn't asked for city taxpayer dollars to

help them build it.

This is fully funded by the tribe.  Not only

is their development funded, they're gonna rehab

23, Prairie Avenue.  For those of us who live

there and drive that road every day, it needs it.

This is a gateway to South Bend.  

We talk about the airport gateway.  Let's

talk about the Prairie Avenue gateway.  It leads

right to Ignition Park that hasn't really done

much yet.

The tax property -- the property taxes.  My

husband and I own substantial acreage out there.

The current tax bill on the acreage owned by the

Potawatomi Indians, what the income is to the

city, is $38,000 a year.  The revenue-sharing

agreements are in the millions that will come back

to this community.  I'm not a math professor, but

I can do that math.

The other issue that seems to come back up is
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the gaming.  All I can say to the folks that want

to control others' behavior is what my parents

taught me as a child.  There's only one person

responsible for my behavior, my actions, and my

morals, and that's me.

Thank you.

MR. KOSTIELNEY:  My name is Andy Kostielney.

I'm president of the St. Joseph County Board of

Commissioners.  I live in South Bend, Indiana.

A comment was made earlier that only a

hopeless dreamer would be in favor of a project as

an elected official.  Being a lifelong Cub fan, I

guess I qualify.  I am -- I do think they're gonna

win this year, which goes to the "hopeless" part.  

This -- I don't want to belabor a lot of

these points.  I do want to make a couple of

comments.  

So, from a -- one of the reasons I'm in favor

of this project is the jobs that are gonna be

generated.  But what's nice is we've got full-time

jobs with benefits for a group that doesn't always

have access to those jobs.  

So, we've got -- we talked about Ignition

Park.  Those jobs are great, but there's a great

deal of training that needs to go into those jobs.
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We've got areas for folks who may be underserved

in the job market have access to jobs and

benefits.  They don't have them now.  I think

that's a great benefit.  

Another thing we've talked about is lost

revenue.  When circuit breakers came into place,

the plan was to replace property tax revenue with

income tax and with employment taxes.  Fifteen

hundred temporary jobs in the construction --

maybe two- or three-year construction cycle, and

fifteen to eighteen hundred full-time permanent

jobs moving forward would generate hundreds of

thousands of dollars in revenue that we do not

have currently.  And that's the way the system is

supposed to work.  We reduce property taxes, we

increase income tax, and that's how the system

works.

The last thing I also do want to comment

about, from a partnership and what we can expect

from the Pokagon Band, every experience I've

had -- and I've talked to elected officials in

Michigan and other areas, as well, that they've

done business with.  Had nothing but positive

things to say.  They truly care about the

community, they're invested in the community, and
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they will do everything they can to make their

community better.

Thank you.

MR. GATHRIGHT:  Good evening.  My name is

Cory O. Gathright, Sr.  I am the pastor -- senior

pastor of New Birth Christian Ministries.  I know

some of you are looking at me and probably saying

"I can't believe a preacher is getting up and

supporting something such as a casino or hotel or

just gaming in the South Bend area."  But I stand

before you to talk about the personal experience

that I've had with the Pokagon Band, one group

that I've seen that not only do they just talk a

good game, but they walk their talk.  They have

done things for me and my church -- and I'm gonna

say it.  They have done things for me and my

church that my own people have not done for us.

And when I look at it -- you look at a church

building, there's three things that's needed.  It

need to be safe, it need to be secure, and it

needs to be spiritual.

And I want to say that New Birth Christian

Ministries has been a ministry for 13 years that

we were in the South Bend community.  We're on the

northwest side of South Bend.  And you know that
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it is a low-poverty area on the northwest side of

Harrison and Van Buren.  

But our church needed to be safe, it needed

to be secure, and it needed to be spiritual.  And

when we moved in, we found that we needed a roof.

Many of you heard this story.  You read it in the

newspaper, heard it on the radio, but it's nothing

like experiencing something that comes from

somebody that you didn't even know.

And when I met the Pokagon Band -- the Bible

says if you want to win a friend you must first

show yourself to be friendly.  And I want to say

to the Pokagon Band they showed themselves to be

friendly.  Because when we needed 'em -- that's

right.  You all need to applaud.  

We needed a new roof for our congregation to

be safe, because our building could not go -- we

could not go into our building until we had a

roof.  And here it was that the Pokagon Band

Indians stepped in.  Didn't ask a whole lot of

questions, didn't create a whole lot of red tape.

But what they seen was, they seen that we were a

genuine group of people.  They seen that we was

humane.  They seen that we had a need.  

The Pokagon Band paid for and provided all
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the materials for the new roof.  Additionally,

they provided the labor for the project, through

their carpenter apprenticeship program.  The

Pokagon Band didn't have to do this, but they

chose to do it anyway.

I would like to thank Chairman John Warren, I

would like to thank -- that's right.  He deserves

a hand applause.  We are proud to be a part of

this great community which the Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi Indians have called home for a hundred

years.  

In recent years, the Pokagon Band's

generosity has extended far beyond the walls of

our congregation.  In 2007 as part of its local

agreement with the City of New Buffalo and New

Buffalo Township and all surrounding areas.  

And I want to say to you these are some

people of integrity.  And remember, they made our

church safe, secure, and spiritual.  

MR. POGOTIS:  Hi.  My name is Ryan Pogotis.

I don't have a grand number of.

Facts or opinions to state other than I

wouldn't be here right now if I want to go my see

my parents or grandparents anywhere but a casino

two or three nights a week.  They're there right
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now.  And I would rather be with my family than

speaking here.  Not that any of you aren't great.

But I just -- I needed to say that.  

And I also studied occupational health in

school.  And the people who are gonna work here

are gonna be exposed to extraordinary amounts of

smoke, dust, unhealthy environments, dirt.  And

I've never seen a casino that didn't eventually

just turn into something gross.  And it's blood

money that's coming into the community.  

And that's all I have to say.  Thank you.

MR. SCHEIBELHUT:  My name is Larry

Scheibelhut.  I've lived in St. Joe County all my

life.  I'm second generation of carpenters.  I

raised my four children on income with my

carpentry skills, worked on this foundation on

instability, and I would be more than happy if the

Indians of the Potawatomi tribe would have me on

their site to build roofs over their head, and a

medical facility.  I would be greatly honored to

be on that thing.

It's quite obvious I don't have a red shirt

on, but I do get red in the face when my friends

come up to me and tell me that they're on food

stamps and talking about getting a housing
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subsidy.  That really gets my craw.  When they

lost everything and they're starting over again.

Just -- my age, starting over, just as they got

out of high school, because their family's gone,

their marriage is gone, they lost their home.  And

I don't know.  Maybe I just hang out with a bunch

of losers.  But I see it and I see it.  

I have a piece of property that I rent out,

and I can't even get my full rent from this place

because the people in there are helping out their

mom who can't stay out of the games.

And a lot of people in here, everybody's

talking about money that's gonna come in, it's --

this is terrific money.  But I don't know what

kind of price you put on your people that you

love, their -- their marriages, their families.

It's pretty overwhelming to me.

MR. WALK:  My name is James Walk.  I'm from

St. Joe County.  I used to live in South Bend 'til

I got smart and left.

I have nothing against any Indian nation.  In

fact, I had an uncle who's a pure Indian, who came

from Ohio originally, and his only problem was he

had a hard time getting a drink when he took a

vacation out West.
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Now, the code talkers were wonderful people,

who were Indians, who worked World War II and

helped defeat the Japs, which was a great thing we

can remember them for.  However, I don't need a

casino in this area.

I had a nice neighbor who lost her house and

the property when the first casino opened up over

by Michigan City, and it was a terrible loss for

her, and for us too, really.

And so just wonder what's gonna happen to all

the veterans organizations who are in a trouble

now not making enough money.  They're gonna lose a

lot of money when this casino -- if this casino

opens up.

So, it's just a thing that I don't want to

see a casino here.

Now, in the summertime, for one thing, I get

down to Salem, Indiana, and after the races down

there, I have to drive home to Jasper.  Now, you

think that's not fun when all them people are

coming at you half drunk with their headlights on

from the casino in French Lick?  That's fun.  And

it'll probably happen here.  

Now, I have driven Locust Road and 23 since

about 1954 with never any problem whatsoever.
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And -- except when there was a little snow on the

ground.  But I think that's gonna change when all

these people are coming at you probably half

buzzed up too.

So, anyway -- and I can't understand why the

Pokagon Band wants to destroy 170 acres of nice

land for all the animals and other wildlife that's

in that area just to boost the economy.  That's a

shame.  And anyhow, I see turkeys and deer not too

far from the houses that they now possess.  

So, anyhow, this idea -- I hope that they

would leave here and go to Elkhart County to take

up that property on Highway 19, which is a

wonderful building that they could use too, and

the property's already vacant.  

So, anyhow, that's the way it goes, and I

don't want to see a casino here.  Thank you.

MR. FINK:  My name is David Fink, and I live

right next door to the Potawatomi antiquity center

as -- whatever they have.  I'm not sure what they

call it right now.  Anyway, they're great

neighbors.  I have nothing in the world against

them.

Not too much in favor of the casino, but I --

my questions were more when we first started
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talking about the acquisition, we were given

something that looked more like this, which had a

huge family entertainment center, had a medical

strip for doctors and dentists, and then it had

the village.  Now I'm getting this.  It's a big

difference.  I don't even see an activity center

in here.

I just want to know what are we doing.  First

it was this, now it's this.  What's it gonna be

next year?  Are we at the final steps of what

we're going to do, or is this going to continue to

change?

I'm a little mystified at why they didn't

choose to use the Elkhart facility, because it's

much better land to build on, there's no loss of

wetlands, and there's no animal stuff out there.

It's almost -- it's just flat farmland.  It would

be an awful lot cheaper to develop it into a

facility.

I did receive from them, and I appreciated it

very much, a disk with probably about 500 pages of

information.  And I can tell from conversations

I've listened to that 95 percent of the people who

spoke here tonight have never looked at it,

because they said things that were absolutely not
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what was in this information.

I was hoping we were going to come here and

discuss this information in a little more detail,

explain a few of the things that are a little bit

strange from page to page.  Not that you wouldn't

expect that in a 600-page document that was

probably generated in about seven or eight months.  

The only thing I'd like to say is, their plan

shows secondary and tertiary access to the casino

from Locust Road.  Today, Locust Road is no

through trucks.  It gets repaired at least once

every three years.  Now we're going to put

somewheres between -- again using their numbers --

somewheres between 30 to 70 percent more load on

the same road.  Doesn't make a lot of sense to me,

but then I tend -- I'm an engineer and I tend to

be a little bit anal about that.

They're great neighbors.  I'd love to see

them do what they initially started to talk about.

I think it would be fantastic for the tribe and I

think it would be fantastic for the city.  I do

not see the casino as a long-term gain.  

Thank you.

MS. LUTZKY:  My name is Terri Lutzky

(phonetic).  I am a proud Pokagon Band member.  I,
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by the Pokagon Band, have been given every chance

to strive amongst the community.  I do live on

Locust Road, on one of the properties that they

own, and I'm sad to see it go, but I do believe

that in the better of the tribe and the better of

the community that -- that some things must go and

that -- this it's going to give so much back

jobwise to the community and like I said, to the

hospitals.  I think the roads will be okay.  I

know that somebody had said that, you know, they

were afraid of the roads in the area.

The Pokagon Band gives a sense of family to

all of the -- all of the tribal members, a sense

of culture, a sense of place, an existence.  And I

believe that bringing that into the community will

be a positive for all people.  And the things that

they allow all the members to have and the

different programs that are provided by the

Pokagon Band, I think that everybody should be

happy to have those programs in their area.

They have been extremely, extremely helpful

to my family and -- and I just can't imagine them

not being in my life.  So, I would hope that you

guys get that sense of family and community by

what I'm saying and what I'm giving to you.
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My husband has worked for the tribe in the

casino and building up the casino and making sure

that the construction barrier and everything is

always sound and nice and clean for the patrons

that go into the casino, and he has made

well-above wages working for those programs.

Bringing those jobs back to South Bend, he

wouldn't have to drive the 45 minutes to New

Buffalo.  And keeping it in the area over here

takes less drive time for all the families that

would be working in this area.

The quality of life that they have given to

my husband and my family is just unremarkable, and

I just would hate to see somebody else miss out on

that opportunity.

Thank you.

MR. CANTU:  My name is Eli Cantu, and I'm

from the south side of South Bend.  So, when I

came to this meeting, I'm kind of like on both

sides.  Like, I wanted to be enlightened with what

the pros and the cons are.  And my thing was, is

this gonna be a sponge or a fountain for the city?

And having listened to everybody's input here,

it's -- there's no way -- I just don't understand

why people don't see the benefit from this.
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Sidewalks and roads all around -- on Prairie,

I challenge anybody to tell me when there was a

plan to build sidewalks there.  I guarantee you

this will come with this new development, with

this new project here.  I guarantee that -- and

the person here that came to represent Bruno's,

that's one of the main concerns I had.  That's a

business I have love for, and I was wondering what

are they -- what is their input.  I'm glad to hear

that they support this as I do.

You know, having a project like this in our

city I think will broaden our edges.  I think it's

gonna extend our edges.  To my knowledge, I think

this area here is -- correct me if I'm wrong.  Is

it not still tap water there?  You know, I don't

even think there's real plumbing in this area.

You know, I think this -- all of this is gonna

further expand the city.  

I don't -- I'm not sure if everybody that's

opposed to this is even from the south side of

South Bend.  I'm hearing Granger, I'm hearing "I'm

from this other place and I came to South Bend."

Did you come here to settle?  Because we're not

trying to settle.  Excuse us.  We're trying to

boom.  We're trying to have businesses here that's
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gonna take the city to different heights,

different levels.  I don't see how, you know,

keeping everything conserved is gonna benefit the

city at all.

That's all I have to say.

MR. ZAWISTOWSKI:  Father Charles Zawistowski,

St. Mary's Parish, 1601 West Sample Street,

southwest side of South Bend.  I know some have

been talking about dangerous situations.  You

know, what's really dangerous is a preacher with a

microphone.

You know, I just want to talk about a few

things that maybe we're not thinking about.  I

would just encourage anyone who has doubts, please

take an opportunity to get to know the leadership

of the Pokagon tribe, and you will find them to be

full of integrity, character, and worthy of our

trust.

They have three existing operations not too

far away from here.  When you go there, you don't

see any horror stories.  Maybe these are the

things that New Jersey or Las Vegas could learn

from so that it wouldn't have to be the negative

comparison.  Maybe they could strive to uplift

their operations to be as good as what the Pokagon

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-509



    72

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

tribe is doing in Michigan.

What I have seen them doing:  They help their

neighbors, they assist local organizations, and

they benefit the community that they're in.  And

South Bend needs this type of help and support.  I

wholeheartedly endorse this proposal.

MS. MOPTOS:  Hi.  My name is Kelly Moptos

(phonetic), and I'm a Pokagon citizen.  A lot of

people don't even know, when I went to school in

Mishawaka, that I was even native.  A lot of

people mistaken me as mixed, Latino.  No one even

knew who Pokagon Potawatomi is.  

I'm just upset over some of the red shirts

saying that we're gonna bring in all this crime,

and I'm upset that we have done nothing but good

for the communities that we've worked with, and we

have better roads.  And (indiscernible, clapping)

are tribal members that have been brought down for

a very long time.

Thank you.

MR. THOMAS:  Good evening.  There wasn't this

many people here two years ago, but there

certainly was only about seven speakers.  My

name's Dave Thomas, and I've lived near the

project my entire life.  I used to play in the
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woods, ride my bike there.  

I'm also St. Joseph County Commissioner.

Earlier, we heard from one of my fellow

commissioners, Andy Kostielney.  Very eloquent

speaker and a Cubs fan.  And thanks to the

Pokagons, we have a South Bend Cubs team.

I want to jump into some formal duties as

commissioner and extend our Hoosier hospitality.

This gentleman's come a far way from Minnesota.

So welcome to St. Joe County, and I thank you for

coming.

I formally welcome you here today in the year

2015.  If you would have arrived in 1675 with

Father James Marquette, the ancestors of the

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians would have

greeted you.

If you arrived in 1679 or 1681 with Robert

LaSalle, the ancestors to Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi Indians would have welcomed you, signed

the Council Oaks peace treaty and shared the

knowledge of the canoe port into the St. Joseph

River to the Kankakee River which will then take a

traveler all the way to New Orleans.  And the gate

key actually starts kind of right near where this

development is at.  Very -- great deal of
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symbolism there.  

The Pokagon people would have welcomed you

because this is their home.  The Pokagon people

would have shared this because this is their

nature.  This is where their tribal village was in

the past, and this is where their tribal village

rightfully belongs.

This is St. Joseph County in the St. Joe

Valley river basin, and it's historical for

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians.  They founded

this community and are part of the diverse mixture

of cultures which have built it, rebuilt it, and

desire to continue to develop it, all the while

preserving their people, their culture, and

respecting Mother Earth.

This proposal will open settlement, which

will include housing stock, educational

opportunities, health and wellness clinics, and a

gaming casino, will continue the rich history of

the Pokagon sharing and welcoming all for the

betterment of everyone.  

The economic impact, you know, makes a

permanent boost to our local and regional economy

and also a method for future development

opportunities.  Hundreds of construction jobs and

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L-512



    75

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDING:  04/14/15

thousands of operational positions will employ

many workers and feed many families, both Pokagon

and otherwise.  The payroll, the payroll taxes,

and the gaming revenue, and the many other

economic benefits are also most welcome.

The Pokagon Band is the only federally

recognized tribe in the state of Indiana.  Stan

beat me to that quote there.  We welcome the

expansion of their many local partnerships, which

includes their generous support of local

charities, this proposal, and their dedication of

1700 acres of wetland, also, here in St. Joseph

County.  

The Pokagon people have proven their strong

commitment to the people of Michiana and to Mother

Earth.  The Pokagon people are committed to

excellence.  They're good stewards of the land,

their ancestral land, and they are trusted

friends, neighbors, and countrymen who built this

nation and defend it when called to.  

I strongly support their plans and welcome

you to do so also.  Their operations will open the

door and have access to avenues which will lead to

many great positive opportunities for our region.

Not just the economic development, but build
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greater fellowship, understanding, and healing.  I

encourage you to aid us in moving the project

forward.  

Also note our unique setting on the world

stage.  We are strategically located between

Chicago, Detroit, and Indianapolis.  Easily

accessible by plane, train, automobile.  The

Indiana toll road runs east and west, the new 31

runs north and south, and we have the new

international airport.  We are the home to many

national and international destinations

corporations.  The Studebaker Museum, the Notre

Dame University, which was partially started by

the wisdom and generosity of Paul Cagen.  Thank

you.  

At future visits, please join us to cheer for

a Notre Dame game or the South Bend Cubs at Four

Winds Field.  But most importantly, on future

visits, come to see and witness the great progress

the Pokagon Bands development which can please

move forward today.  And last, let us swiftly

light the spark for the keepers of the flame.

MR. CARPENTER:  Hello.  My name is Douglas

Carpenter, and I'm wearing a red shirt on purpose

also, to remind people of -- hopefully that if --
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whatever's built on this site, that the wages are

equal gender, there's no gender discrepancy as far

as that.  I'm not in support of the casino.  

I would like to welcome the Pokagon Band of

Potawatomi Indians back to South Bend.  I support

everything except the casino, and that's because I

think that something has been underrepresented,

and what's been underrepresented is those who

suffer from addiction, gambling addiction.  

And it's not necessarily those people that

lose their homes.  It's the stories that we don't

hear about, where their lives are made more

difficult and there's just more struggles, because

on the one hand, there's hope that their future is

brighter, and so in a way, it's -- it is

definitely a tax on those who can least afford it,

in the same way that the lottery is.

Thank you very much.  And I hope that you

give serious consideration to everything except

for the casino.  Thank you very much.

MR. THOMAS:  I'm Michael Thomas.  I live on

Ireland Road.  I shouldn't have to tell anyone

here that the State of Indiana is taking away

funds from the education of inner-city schools and

giving it to the suburban schools.  This is money
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that could be surely used inside the city of South

Bend.  Because of the Pokagons, New Buffalo has a

brand-new high school.

I'd like to read now from an article from the

South Bend Tribune dated February 28th, 2015.  The

title reads, "Pokagons send more than $88 million

into the area in 2014."  

Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians has

announced that it has spent more than 88 million

in payments to local businesses, contributions to

community organizations, and revenue-sharing to

local governments in the area in 2014.  The figure

doesn't include annual payments made directly to

the State of Michigan as mandated by the band's

compact, job creation, and other ancillary

benefits resulting from the Four Winds Casinos and

other ventures.  

"Pokagons report they have made approximately

167 million in additional contributions to all the

economy of Michiana over the last three years."

This is money that's coming into our area because

of the Pokagons.

And addressing the individual who was worried

about the tribal nation.  If you look up there,

all the land west of the bypass at one time
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belonged to the Pokagons.  It was their land.

'Cause it was swampland, nobody else wanted it.

Then when Andrew Jackson became president,

his philosophy was, the only good Indian is a dead

Indian.  They were forced off the land by banks of

the U.S. government.  The Pokagons went to the

supreme court, asked them to intercede.  The

supreme court told Andrew Jackson "You cannot do

this."  Andrew Jackson ignored this ruling by the

supreme court and forced the Indians off anyway.

So, just to let you know, this is what the

Pokagons have dealt with throughout their history

at the hand of the white man.

I'm all in favor of the Pokagons here.  It's

about time they got something back from their own

money.  And they've done wonders in restoring

parts of the Kankakee land which was taken from

them illegally by legislation in Indiana because

prospects wanted to drain the swamps and develop

the land for themselves.  That's why the Pokagons

lost this land.  

This is my feelings.  I'm all for Pokagons,

and I hope you do too.

MR. RANDY:  Well, they definitely didn't save

the best for last.  I'm nobody.  I'm just Randy.
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I grew up in southwest here, South Bend here, for

52 years.  I watched everything deteriorate since

I've been here.  Pokagon's not gonna bring

prostitution or crime.  It's already here.  It is.

But yet we try to fight it.  And it's gonna be

here.  They're not gonna bring it.  

You know, when I grew up in southwest,

southeast, and went to Riley, went to Jackson, the

store we went to was Kretzky's (phonetic) and

Brideways (phonetic).  And my dream, believe it or

not, was to work at AM General, Chippewa plant.

It ain't there.  So, let's go to Bendix.  It's not

there.  Everything South Bend had is gone.  So,

how can we knock the first thing that's gonna try

to bring it up?  

Like I said, I'm nobody.  I'm just a

southeast side, southwest side guy that's been

here my whole life, 52 years.  You know what I

mean?  Pokagon's the best thing for it right now.

Most of the houses -- I spent most of my life

building Granger, Covington Shores, Shepherds Cove

in Osceola.  I never did -- I did Meade Street in

South Bend, right down the street here with -- oh,

so many.  But never much in South Bend.

Everything was Granger, Mishawaka.  
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I'm South Bend and I welcome Pokagon.  This

is my neighborhood.  Welcome.

MR. THOMPSON:  Good evening.  David Thompson.

I'm a pastor.

 in St. Joe County.  

I had the opportunity and privilege of

standing in this great position in Floyd County in

southern Indiana a few years ago, and they were

asking the same question.  They wanted a riverboat

down the Ohio River down there.  And all the same

arguments came up:  We're gonna have jobs, we're

gonna have better income, gonna have better

economy.  Well, they lost their bid for that, and

they didn't get the riverboat.  It went to

Harrison County down the river.

Right now, if you follow the news, you'll

find that that riverboat in Harrison County is

sorely lacking for any kind of input into the

economy.  They're complaining because the people

coming in there have been -- have their wage cut

down from what they expected.  It's now a draw on

their income, not an input.  And they're wishing

that it had never come there.  Floyd County's

making no big deal to get it back.  

And I just wanted to share some history.  And
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I am a historian, by the way.  I love history and

I appreciate the -- those who are also into it and

the study of the Indians -- I should say the

Native Americans and watching them develop.  And I

very much seek their improvement and their wealth

here, and I just bring to you facts and the

history.  And as they say, if you forget what

happened, you're doomed to repeat it.  I hope you

can remember that.  And thank you for the time.

MR. DOIG:  Okay.  Was there anyone else who

would like to comment?  

MR. BALOU:  My name is Bret Balou, and I live

in Mishawaka, and I'm a member of the Pokagon Band

of Potawatomis.  I wasn't gonna say anything, but

I've heard so many negative things about us, I

wanted to bring up a few issues.  

I've lived in Mishawaka for eight years.  We

moved over there because the schools were better

and my grandchildren needed special ed, and they

got better help out there than here with Madison.

A lot of people did that in South Bend, moved out

to Granger.  

Before that, I lived for 40 years about four

blocks north of here.  We lived in South Bend.  We

were raised in South Bend.  And we were -- a lot
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of other people have.

We have 5,000 tribal members.  And out of

that, I would say probably a good two-thirds, if

not three-quarters of 'em live in our ten-county

area.

We are your neighbors.  We live here in the

community.  We're part of the community.  Our

people have been here for 800 years, at least.

Some people say forever, others say 800 years.  We

were here before the coming of the Europeans.

We're only interested in what would be best for

the community.

As a tribal member, I am one of the owners of

the casino.  I own one five-thousandths of that

casino.  All of our members own part of that

casino.  And like I said, the majority of 'em live

in this area.

You go look at the commercial casinos, find

out where those owners live.  They live in Las

Vegas or Nevada or someplace -- New Jersey, maybe

in the Caribbean.  That's probably where their

bank account is too.  I will tell you this much:

Out of our 5,000 members, I don't think hardly --

I don't think any of us probably have a bank

account in the Caribbean.  We're local and that's
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where our money goes, locally.

They're saying they're saturating -- the

gambling will be saturated, there'll be too much

of it.  Why do we want to protect the casinos?

This is a business.  Let them compete with us.

Let them compete with us.  We'll compete with them

head to head, and we will win.  Our casino is one

of the highest-ranked in the country, and it will

remain that way.  And we'll take their business.  

Thirty percent of their profits from the

casinos go downstate as taxes, and only five

percent stay local, when our casinos, our

agreements are two percent local and only six

percent to the State of Michigan.

We give back more to the local community

because we're your neighbors.  We're here, and

we've always been here, and we always will be

here.

MR. FONKAZIA:  Hello.  My name is Eric

Fonkazia (phonetic).  I currently reside on Locust

Road.  I bought my house about eight years ago --

actually eight years ago April 10th.  I never seen

a casino coming my way.  

I paid, you know, for my house.  Nobody ever

told me that casino's gonna be around, what would
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it do to affect the value of my home.  Nobody

approached me about it and said, Hey, there's

gonna be a casino coming down the street, you

know, it's gonna kill the value of your house.  Is

it gonna increase it or is it gonna decrease it?

Nobody brought this to my attention.  

Not to mention, too, people talk about it's

gonna bring tourists and other people to these

small businesses and restaurants in South Bend.

No.  Wait a second.  I'm a gambler.  I go to

Michigan City, I go to New Buffalo, I gamble.

Never have I actually ventured away from the

casino to go -- "I want to go to this restaurant"

or "I want to go to this business."  

I go to the casino, I go home.  That's really

the reason why I go to the casino, just for that

sole purpose.  I don't go there for the city's

restaurants.  I got a feeling that that's what

could happen here.  

Could we have that issue where our businesses

die?  Possibility.  I don't know.  But at the same

time -- I mean, this is more of a formality than

anything.  Most of these people that are speaking

in favor of it are with the tribe.  And that's

fine.  I get it.  You guys are with it and you
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guys are -- how do I try to put this.  You know,

you guys are for it.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE SPEAKER:  I'll buy your

house.

MR. FONKAZIA:  You'll buy my house.  Bring it

on.

MR. DOIG:  Let's hold the comments, please.

MR. FONKAZIA:  But I just -- I don't want

this to ultimately backfire in South Bend's face.

I really don't.  You know, I grew up here.  I've

lived here my whole life.  I just don't want to

see anything happen to it.  I love my city.  I

want it to do better, but I don't know if that's

gonna happen.  

You know, I guess that's pretty much all I

have to say.  Thank you.

MS. WILLIAMS:  My name is Deborah Williams,

and I've been a lifelong resident of the South

Bend city and county.  I've raised two children

here and I have four grandchildren that I'm

raising.  I am a proud member of the Pokagon Band

of Potawatomis.  I don't wear it on my sleeve.

None of us do.  

And as for paying taxes, I was a little late

getting here tonight because I was taking care of
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that civic duty.  We are family.  And we've always

treated the communities that we go into to build

our businesses as family.  

And I want to make it very clear, I'm

speaking on my own behalf.  I -- I really think we

do a very good job as tribal community in

embracing the communities that we go into and the

businesses that we go into to build them up and

make them successful not for our own benefit, but

for the benefit of the community.  That's the

Native American way.

And those of you that are wearing red, thank

you.  Remember, that's a color of power and

healing.

So, I want to just clear up one thing.

Please stop welcoming us back, because we've

always been here.

MR. DOIG:  Okay.  Any more comments?  

Okay.  There's clearly a lot of passion both

for and against, and I -- I really -- Bureau of

Indian Affairs really appreciates the time coming

out on a Tuesday evening to -- to provide us with

those comments.  If you want to follow the process

as it goes along, the environmental process,

there's a sign-up sheet as you leave.  If you sign
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up, you will be notified as these different stages

occur.

So, if there are no other comments, that'll

wrap up this evening's meeting.  Thank you very

much.

(Meeting concluded at 7:58 p.m.)
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STATE OF INDIANA    ) 
                    )SS: 
COUNTY OF LAPORTE   ) 
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